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Lestrade visits 221Db to relate to
Holmes about a series of petty
thefts involving cheap busts of
Napoleon. Strangely, the thief
then smashes the busts and
leaves the remnants behind.

'HE RETURN OF
SHERLOCH HOLMES.

By A. CONAN DOYLE.
VIII.—The Adventure of the Six Napoleons.
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"' M 'l' was no very unusual thing anyone living at this time of day who had
\ ,f-‘ for Mr. Lestrade, of Scotland  such a hatred of Napoleon the First that he
} %y Yard, to look in upon usof an  would break any image of him that he
,f evening, and his visits were  could see.”
) L welcome to Sherlock Holmes, Holma sank back in his chair,
9—- for they enabled him to keep  *That's no business of mine,” said he.
in touch with all that was going on at the “Exactly. That's what I said.  But then,
police head-quarters. In retum for the news  when the man commits burglary in order to
which Lestrad: would bring, Holmes was break images which are not his own, that
always ready to listen with attention to the  brings it away from the doctor and on to the
details of any case upon which the detective  policeman.”
was engaged, and was able occasionally, Holma sat up
without any active interference, to give some “Burglary | T s is more interesting.
hint or suggestion drawn from his own vast  Let me the details.”
knowledge and experience, Lestrade took out his official note-book
On this particular evening Lestrade had  and refreshed his memory from its pages.
mkmof the weather and the newspapers. “The first case reported was four days
he had fallen silent, puffing thought. 0," said he. * It was at the shop of Morse
fully at his cigar. Holmes looked keenly at udson, who has a place for the sale of
him, pictures and statues in the Kennington Road.
“Anything remarkable on hand?" he The assistant had left the front shop for an
ed. instant when he heard a crash, and hurrying
“Oh, no, Mr. Holmes, nothing very par- in he found a plaster bust of Napoleon,
ticular.” which stood with several other works of art
*“Then tell me about it." upon the counter, lying shivered into frag.
Lestrade laughed. ments. He rushed out into the road, but,
“Well, Mr. Holmes, there is no use deny-  although several passers by declared that
1 that there /5 something on my mind. they had noticed a man run out of the shog
| yet it is such an absurd business that I  he could neither see anyone nor could !
ited to bother you about it.  On the  find any means of identifying the rascal.
hand, although it is trivial, it is un- seemed to be one of those senseless a
lly queer, and I know that you have Hooliganism which occur from time 1
r all that is out of the common. and it was reported to the constab!
opinion it comes more in Dr.  beat as such. The plaster cav
than ours.” worth more than a few shillis
id 1, whole affair appeared to be
how. And a queer mad  any particular investigation
ldnt think there was “The sedond, chee
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The burglaries turn deadly.
Can Holmes determine 1f this
1s simply a case of monomania,
as Watson indicated, or
something much deeper.
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N Date Country Holmes Watson A
2 E: March, 1922 UK Eille Norwood Hubert Wilks 3 :
M| Augustol,10u4 USA Basil Rathbone Nigel Bruce 2
K Q March 27, 1965 UK Douglas Wilmer Nigel Stock «
AN November05,1067 DE Erich Schellow Paul Edwin Roth d|{ &

. Ml August20,1986 UK Jeremy Brett Edward Hardwicke A\ e
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Radiography i)

' Eii May 25,1931 NBC Richard Gordon Leigh Lovell f (%
N October 12,1941 Blue (NBO) Basil Rathbone Nigel Bruce O o™
. E March 07, 1948 Mutual John Stanley Alfred Shirley :3!73‘
ANl December 07,1954 BBC John Gielgud Ralph Richardson 1 Y
(S March 06,1955 NBC John Gielgud Ralph Richardson 3 ﬁ’
: 3 E: 1958 Maurice Tevnac Pierre Mondy 1 @;
|l December 05,1966 BBC Carleton Hobbs Norman Shelley 9 8\
; :1 1970 Robert Hardy Nigel Stock ':j 7 f)
::3 August 13,1978 BBC BarryFoster David Buck {:: e
::‘ 1987 BBC Roy Marsden John Moffatt ‘:: f:}x
&j} May 31, 1992 NPR Edward Petherbridge David Pearl 2 Uj
E: September 08, 1993 BBC Clive Merrison Michael Williams 13 ‘ .
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% W “If ever I permit you to chronicle
any more of my little problems,

) "l Watson, I foresee that you will
%% Ei enliven your pages by an account
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of the singular adventure of the
Napoleonic busts.”
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“There are no limits to the
possibilities of monomania. Modern
French psychologists have called the

condition IDEFE FIXE, 'which may
be trifling in character, and
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An Italian piece-work man, who
worked at Gelder & Co. He could
carve, gild and frame, and do odd

jobs. Broke into home of Josiah

Brown and stole a bust of

Napoleon, then smashed it. Was
‘ accused by Lestrade of killing
4" F Pietro Venucci.

|
:

4 - \¥/ )
-yt ¥ .
QY.Y.vovovyrt’rtYI."‘Y.ﬂvt: .’ o 3 J
OO CHG OGO OCOGCLLGG L
Te L S v
a N Y N

e i D e e
=’ \ % -
. X "\ N
< | - L ! .
N y) )= e
N 1 /:
~ i‘

>

-

J ‘
>

O T T e

7 .
/ . fl
J E = A »
RCSCA
SN

“He could talk English perfectly
|4 well. His reasons for destroying the

¢l busts were still unknown, and he
-l refused to answer any questions.”
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From Naples. Lestrade said, “he 1s
one of the greatest cut-throats 1n
London. He 1s connected with the
Matia, a secret political society,
enforcing its decrees by murder.”

“A horn-handled clasp knife was
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lying in a pool of blood beside E
him. There was nothing in his F I
pockets save an apple, some string, 3 91,’
a shilling map of London, and a |E} N
M| A
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Maid to Princess Colonna
and sister of Pietro
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Holmes suspected she
stole valuable jewel from
the princesses’ bedroom.
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Holmes theorized Beppo E} ?‘J.;
was the go-between Pietro |:§; B
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“You wouldn 't think there was
anyone living at this time of day
who had such a hatred of

Napoleon... that he would break
any image of him that he could
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“We are very proud of you, [Mr.
Holmes,/... there's nota man,
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Well-known medical

practitoner with one of the
largest practices on the South

side of the Thames.

An enthusiastic admirer of
Napoleon, his house 1s tull of
books, pictures, and relics of
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the French Emperor. Had Ejgl
~. :; two busts of Napoleon stolen |;‘i\
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Journalist with Central Press
Syndicate. A bust of Napoleon
was stolen from his home and
the body of Pietro Venucci was

found outside.

“l'here came a mosthorrible
yell—the most dreadful sound,
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Owner of retail store on High Street
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l that sold busts of Napoleon to Mr.

Horace Harker, Mr. Josiah Brown
1 and Mr. Sandeford. Did not
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“A brisk, crisp little person, very
dapper and quick, with a clear head
and a ready tongue.”
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“No, I have never seen this face
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Manager, Gelder & Co.
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4 German whose company had |

employed Beppo and sold
three busts each to Morse
Hudson and Harding Brothers

for six shillings.
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