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Trelawney Hope, the minister
of European Affairs, asks
Holmes to recover a letter

from a foreign monarch that,

if published, could lead to

war.
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Holmes uncovers a foreign

spy’s blackmail of the
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“Now, Watson, the fair sex s
your departiment, what was the
fair lady's game? What did she

really want?P”

“It1s a case, my dear Watson,
where the law 1s as dangerous to
us as the criminals are. Every
man s hand is against us, and yet
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Holmes “has definitely retired from
London and betaken himself to study
and bee-farming on the Sussex Downs.”

“From out of her bosom Lady Hilda
had drawn a small key. The box ... was
stuffed with papers. Holmes thrust the

blue envelope deep down into the heart
of them, between the leaves of some
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Secretary for European Affairs
and the most rising statesman 1n
the country.

“The documentin question 1s of
such immense importance that
... peace or war may hang upon
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T'wice Premier of Britain.

“Mr. Holmes, the envelope is a long,
thin one of pale blue colour. There1s
a seal of red wax stamped with a
crouching lion.”
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your department, what was the
fair lady's game?P What did she

really want?P”
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aka Henn Fournaye, lived a
double life as a spy 1n Paris and
London. Was murdered 1n his
house by his wite. Black-mailed
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Valet of Eduardo Lucas who was
arrested for his murder. “But no
case could be sustained against
him. He had visited friends 1n
Hammersmith that night. The
ALIBI was complete.”
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Wite of Eduardo Lucas who lived
in Paris and stabbed her husband
to death in London.
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“She knocked at the door—surprise
visit, he let her in. She told him
howshe had traced him,
reproached him. One thing led to
another, and then with that dagger
so handy the end soon came.”
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“You see that stain on the carpet?
Well, a great deal must have
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you will be surprised to hear that 'E% N
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there 1s no stain on the white A5
)
woodwork to correspond.” X
p4
S A
(Colin Jeavons, 1986, The Retum of Sherlock Holmes, Ef }‘ <
“The Second Stam”) L‘ L ,(‘\




oY

|
C

Stain”

(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

On dutywhen Lady Hope came to
the scene of Lucas’ death.

“The young woman came to the
door last evening. She wanted to
see where the crime was done. She
was a veryrespectable, well-spoken
young woinan, sir, and I saw no
harm in letting her have a peep.”

“Oh, officer, do let me have a
peep!'says she. She had pretty,
coaxing ways.”

(Sean Scanlan, 1986, The Refurn of Sherlock Holmes,
“The Second Stain™)
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(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

Lestrade asks Holmes to come to
Lucas's home to see something that
puzzles the inspector: The blood stain
on the carpet and the one on the floor
don't match.

The carpet has then been turned round

after the murder, which, Holmes points

out, means the constable musthave let
someone come 1n the house.

“Why, 1t 1s simple enough. The two
stains did correspond, but the carpet has
been turned round. As it was square
and unfastened, 1t was easily done.”
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