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Living comfortably in retirement
1n Sussex, Holmes and Harold
Stackhurst are walking near the

cliffs when Ian McPherson
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Sherlock Holmes
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“At this period of my life the good Watson Dk

had passed almostbeyond my ken. An (;

occasional week-end visitwas the mostthatl |
ever sawof him. Thus, I mustactas my own 4
chronicler.” ‘1 |
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“My houseis lonely. I, my old housekeeper, g -
and my bees have the estate all to ourselves.” é
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“I could notlook upon her perfectclear-cut

face, with all the soft freshness of the
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downlands in her delicate colouring, without F 1?3’ :
realizing that no youngman would cross her  |I¥, QT,

path unscathed.” .2

X
“Maud Bellamy will always remain in my ::5’ 1S
memory as a mostcomplete and remarkable Ej ’g -
woman.” 9 8‘
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1 The science master at The Gables

who was to marry Maud Bellamy. He
died after being stung by a Cyanea
capillata.
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“He uttered two or three words with
an eager air of warning. They were

slurred and indistinct, but to my ear
the last of them, which burstin a
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2 shriek from his lips, were "the Lion's :
‘..\*{1 M 173 .1 9‘!‘
g ane. Ei Y

A {0

“His back was covered with dark red "I*

lines as though he had been terribly ‘tﬁ:
flogged by a thin wire scourge.”
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Harold Stackhurst
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A middle-aged man with a

{l flaming red beard, who resided

i at The Haven. Father of Maud

and William Bellamy, he
owned all the boats and
bathing-cots at Fulworth.
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Mathematics coach at The
Gables. Tall, dark, thin and

aloof.
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Daughter of Tom Bellamy and
sister of William.

“She 1s the beauty of the
neighbourhood—a real beauty
who would draw attention
everywhere.”
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The village constable, a big, ginger-
moustached man of the slow, sohid
Sussex breed —which covers much
good sense under a heavy, silent
exterior.
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It was my old housekeeper who
heard of it first by that strange
wireless by which such people

collect the news of the countryside.
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“Sad story this, sir, about Mr.
McPherson's dog. Died of grief for
Its master. It took on terrible, and
has eaten nothing for a week. Then
to-day two of the young gentlemen
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Son of T'om and brother of
Maud Bellamy. A powerful

young man, with a heavy,
sullen face.
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Runs the boat and bathing-cots
business at Fulworth with his
father.
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“Cyanea! Behold the Lion's
Mane!”

The famous observer, J. G. Wood
very nearly perished from contact
with this vile creature. In Out of
Doors, he wrote, “If the bather
should see a loose roundish mass
of tawny membranes and fibres,
something like very large handfuls
of lion's mane and silver paper, let
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