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09 - Violetde Merville
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Canonical Characters

The Adventure of

The [llustrious Client
A New

SH ERLOCK HOLMES
Stopg

A CONAN DOYLE

n't hurt now,"” wa \l Sherlock Both Holmes th
l lme‘ c mment r for the Tu k sh Dath, lt Was oV
ith time asma) da ked pleasant lassitude of the I g-
lcavc to cal th l llov 1 h ¢ fou d h lcsx rcucrnl
itw .Lstha! at last 1 obtai luunan than \-h else. O
ut on record what was, in  floor of the \ l bc lan l A
supreme moment of my lishment there is 1n ul
two couches lie side by

Copyright, 1934, by A, Comaa Dovhk

The Adventure of the Illustrious
Client

9;%»

o -
z b ~
(A b) s
'/ »
~ (i) L
4 v ‘A_ - ¢
V i L
O....&!‘/Q—‘;::.\,"’ > 87 8
e

J . ¥\ 5
= 1 . -
‘Y.Y.V‘V’YJ .Y‘Y.T"Y:".V.; Q, .! 3 J Lm
ﬁ"
L

J‘f’d’ﬂ’g (L (L
WWW
1

“The Adventure of the Illusmous ()3

Client”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

Sir James Dameryrequests Holmes and
Watson help in discouraging Violetde
Merville, the daughter of General de

Merville, from marrying Baron Gruner.

Though Gruner has a violent, and potentially
even murderous past, he has been able to
persuade Violetthat he 1s a good man.

Even after being violently attacked, Holmes
takes on the task.
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Can Holmes and Watson, along with the

assistance of Shinwell Johnson and Kitty | 2

Wainter, keep Miss de Merville from making
a horrendous mistake, which ultimately may
costher life?
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Sherlock Holmes
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(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

After contacting Baron Gruner,
Holmes was attacked by the Caté
Royal by two men with sticks.

“It 1s my business to follow the
details of Continental crime.”

“A complexmind,’ said Holmes.
"All great criminals have that.”
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“I was living iIn my own rooms 1in Queen
Anne Street at the time.”
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“So 1t was that at lastI obtained permission
to put on record what was, 1n some ways, the
supreme moment of my friend's career.”

Pretending to be Dr. Hill Barton, distracted
Gruner under the guise of selling a unique
set of Ming china while Holmes broke into
Gruner’s house to recover “the lust diary”

when Winter threw vitriol on the baron’s
face.
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Rich and remarkably handsome.
Engaged to marry Violet de
Merville. Described by Damery as
“the most dangerous man in
Europe” and by Holmes as “The
Austrian murderer.”
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Daughter of General de Merville
“young, rich, beautiful, accomphshed,
a wonder-woman 1n every way.” Was

engaged to marry Baron Gruner.

“As she 1s of age and has a will of 1ron,
1t 1s hard to know how to prevent her."

“You have called. as I understand, to
malign my fiancé, Baron Gruner. 1
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Famous for his military role at
Khyber. Tried, unsuccesstfully, to
break up the engagement of his
daughter Violet to Baron Gruner.
Resided at “104 Berkley Square—
one of those awful gray L.ondon
o7 1| castles which would make a church

' seem frivolous.”
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“The strong soldier has been
utterly demoralized by this ': |
incident. He has lost the nerve
which never failed him on the

battlefield.”
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Former lover of Gruner who threw vitriol on
his face.
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"T'his man collects women and takes a pride
1n his collection. as some men collectmoths
or butterthes.”
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“I tellyou, you foolish woman, if you marry
this man, he'll be the death of you. It may be
a broken heart, or 1t may be a brokenneck,
but he'll have you one way or the other.”
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“Such extenuating circumstances came out in
E« the trial thatthe sentence, as will be E
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3 “The Adventure of the Illustrious 192

e Client”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

“Porky.” Introduced Holmes to Kitty Winter.
“He had the entree of everynight-club, doss
house, and gambling den in the town, and his
quick observation and active brain made him
an 1deal agentfor gaining information” for

Holmes.

“He made his name firstas a very dangerous
villain and served two terms at Parkhurst.
Finally he repented and allied himself to
Holmes, acting as his agentin the huge
criminal underworld of LLondon and obtaining
information which often proved to be of vital
importance.”

“No fence wants stuff of thatsortthatyou can
neither meltnorsell.”

(Norman Mitchell, 1965, Sherlock Holmes,
“The Illustrious Client™)
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Sir Leslie Oakshott
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The famous surgeon who
treated Holmes for his injuries.
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“No1mmediate danger,” was his
report. “T'wo lacerated scalp

e
o) v, .V‘Y‘Yy?.v-v o ‘Y.Y.v. V.Y "Y. V‘Y. v‘v.v" 7‘7 ~-

atar e
B N S S S i e AR A S S S S St S S S S N,

T
)

Y
R P S———
o OO LCOLCUCUWLLOLU A'A'L'

“/;\;(
R

A\
VA : il
Q:.‘QE wounds and some considerable [/{::24
A - - N
sl bruises. Several stitches have 420

Al : AR
5:3{ been necessary. Morphine has t;i ;i?
(}/ o ? b g o :: ;()
Wl beeninjected and quietis  [i3s
Gty | ) . : 3 .: ¥y
i t}i essential, but an interview of a Ea g
gl fewminutes would notbe 5
Ball® . Al %
XS |1 absolutely forbidden.” Al2X
I ol 1%y
{(:j S (Selma Hall, 1937, The Illustrious Client) Ej t:(‘}
".";' 1__4**‘1AZIAIIAL,“ AAAMA“AAML::A::A I % Lw,\ ;\

N )TN Q”# Uu\ ~() *(Q VRN .07‘
'cf{’&’*’/ 471/ AHRNTAG \g}‘\ ~: R



)\33}4) TODY5 X 4‘, ,.,..

----- NN N N N O T O NG oo'.uuloivoa-o'coc‘.-‘-‘
el Do i e Do B e e B B B o e e e e e B e e Mo B i b B B e A M B s

3 “The Adventure of the Illustrious ] 4 &4

Client”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)
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Presumed by many, the illustrious client
was none other than King Edward VII.

“Itis important that I should be able to
assure him that his honoured name has
been 1n no way dragged into the matter.
His motives are, to the last degree,
honourable and chivalrous, but he prefers
to remain unknown. Surely the actual
name of your clientis immaterial?’”
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0 illustrious, even the rigid British law 3lhel
, >3 becomes human and elastic. My friend has E: B
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