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Canonical Characters

Adventures of Sheriocw [Holmes,

|HE ADVENTURE OF

THE ENGINEER'S TH

By A. Coxax DovLE,

=1 all the problems which have
been hl.hl]].lll'\.i o mvy !rim' 1
Mr. Sherlock Halmes for solu-
tion during the vears of our
intimacy, there were only two
which 1 was the means of
roducing to his notice, that of Mr. Hath
lev's thumb and that of Colonel War
wrton's madness,  OF these the Jatter may
jave afforded a finer held for an acute and
original observer, but the other was s
trange 10 1ts inception and so dramatic in
its details, that it may be the more worthy
of being placed upon record, even if it gave
my friend fewer openings for those deduc-
tive methods of reasoming by which he
achieved such remarkable resultss.  The
story has, [ believe, been told more than
once in the newspapers, but, like all such
narratives, its effect is much less sriking
when set forth en &loe in a single hali-
column of print than when the facts slowly
evilve before vour own eves andthe mystery
clears gradually away as each new discovery
furnishes a step which leads on to the com-
plete truth. At the time the circumstances
made a deep impression upon me, and the
lapse of two years has hardly served to
weaken the effect.
[t was in the summer of 86, not long
fter my marriage, that the events occurred
hich I am now about to summarise. |
d returned o civil practice, and had
lly abandoned Holmes in his Baker-
t rooms, although I continually visited
and occasionally even persuaded him
o his Bohemian habits so far ag to
ud visit us. My practice had steadily
and as [ happened to live at no

One morning, at a litthe befo
o'clock, | was awnkenced by the m
ping at the door, to announce that tw
had ecome from Paddington, and
waiting in the consulting room. 1 dre
hurriedly, for [ knew by experiencethat 1
way cases were seldom trivial, and hasten
downstairs,  As | descended, my old all
the guard, came out of the room, and close
the door vightly behind him

“I've got him here,” he whispered,
jerking his thumb aver his showlder ; ' he's
all right.”

“What is it, then ?" I asked, for lus
manner suggested that it was some strange
creature which he had caged up in my
T,

“It's a new patient,” he whispered, “1
thought I'd bring him round mysell ; then
he couldn’t slip away:. There he is, all
safe and :-mu:]d. I must go now, doctor, |
have my dootics, just Ih: same as you,"
And off he went, this trusty tout, without
even giving me time to thank him,

I entered my consulting room, and found
a gentleman seated by the table.  He was
guietly dressed in a suit of heather tweed,
with a soft cloth cap, which he had laid
down upon my books, Round one of hi:
hands he had a handkerchief wrapped
which was mottled allover with bloodstair
He was yvoung, not more than five-ar
twenty, 1 should say, with a  str
masculine face ; but he was exceedis
pale, and gave me the impression of a
who was suffering from some
agitation, which i took all his stre
mind tocontrol,

“Tam sorry to knock you up
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“The Adventure of the
Engimeer's Thumb”

(The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes)

Eyford.

03

Watson 1s surprised at his medical practice
when Victor Hatherley arrives to have the
doctor treat his injured hand, minus one
severed thumb. After bandaging the
wound, Watson accompanies the engineer
to Baker Street to relate the curious
circumstances of how the accident
occurred. Apparently, Hatherley had been
hired by a very discreet man to fix a
detective hydraulic press at a house 1n

Sherlock Holmes agrees to determine the
true purpose of the machine which almost
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doctor a worthy fellow
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be keptsecretat all costs.
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a year ago. ‘Lost, on the 9th 1nst.,
Mr. Jeremah Hayling, aged

[ twenty-six, a hydraulic engineer.

) U Left his lodgings ... and has not

H been heard of since.”
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my consulting-room and found a
gentleman seated by the table.
Round one of his hands he had a
handkerchief wrapped, which
was mottled all over with
bloodstains.”
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aka Fritz, German. Hired
Hatherley to repair hydraulic
press used 1n counterfeiting
for fifty guineas, then tried to
kill him to hide the existence
of the operation. “A man
rather over the middle size,
but of an exceeding thinness”
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A hydraulic engineer, residing at
16 A Victoria Street (3rd Floor).
As an orphan and bachelor,
residing alone, he was the pertect
selection for the repairs of a
unique hydraulic press.
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A plain clothes Scotland Yard

officer who accompanied

Holmes and Watson to the i
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house in Eyford in Berkshire

where Hatherley was injured. 5
}:1

“We have known for some |
time that a clever gang was at lj
work. 1They have been turning |
out half-crowns by the ';4

|

thousand.”
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“The Adventure of the

Engimeer's Thumb”
(The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes)

An Englishman, aka Dr.
Becher, he was the
secretary and manager of
Stark’s, who owned the
mansion where the press
was located.

“A short thick man with a

chinchilla beard growing

out of the creases of his
double chin.”
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| warned Hatherley. “I could
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German woman who
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“He unwound the handkerchief and
held out his hand. It gave even my
hardened nerves a shudder to look at
it. There were four protruding fingers
and a horrid red spongy surface where
the thumb should have been. It had
been hacked or torn right out from the

roots.”

Responding to a mysterious fire at an
“abandoned” house, the firemen were
“much perturbed” at finding a severed | -

T T e e g
e .

el o
B e

human thumb i1n the aftermath of the
fire on a second-floor windowsill.
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