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THE ADVENTURE OF
THE CREEPING MAN

01 :: Cover Card
02 -- 07 :: Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazne
07 - 13 :: Fredenic Dorr Steele, Hearst International
14 :: Fredenc Dorr Steele, The Couner-Journal
15 :: Howard Fretch, The Sun
16 -- 17 :: Ralph Cniswell, The Los Angeles Times
18 :: G. Dutnac, Dimanche Illustré,

A Conan Doyle

LLUSTRATED BY
HOWARD ELCOCK

R. SHERLOCK HOLMES was
always of opinion that | should
publish the singular facts con-

nected with Professor Presbury,
if only to dispel once for all the ugly
rumours which somc twenty years ago
agitated the University and were cchoed
in the lcarned socictics of London. There
were, however, certun obstacles mn the
way, and the true history of this curious
case remained entombod in the tin box
which contains so many records of my
friend’s adventures. Now we have at last
obtained permission to ventilate the facts
which formed onc of the very last cases
handled by Holmes before Ins retirement
from practice. Even now a certain reti-
cence and discretion have to be observed
in laying the matter before the public.

It was onc Sunday cvening carly in
September of the year 1902 that 1 mccl\cd
one of Holmes's laconic messages : ™ Come
at once if convenient—if inconvenient come
all the same.—S, H." . The relations be-
tween us in thase latter days were peculiar,
He was a man of habits, narrow and con-
centrated habits, and | had become onc of
them. As an nstitution 1 was like the
violin, the shag tobacco, the old black pipe,
thie index books, and others perhaps less

excusable. When it was a case of active
work and a cowmrade was ncoded upon
whose nerve he conld place some reliance,
my ri¥e was obvious. But apart from this
I had uscs. 1 was a whetstone for his mind.
[ stimulated him. He liked to think aloud
in my presence.  His remarks could hardly
be sail to be made to me—many of them
would have been as appropriately dddressed
to his bedstead—but none the less, having
formed the habit, it had become in some
way helpful that | should register and inter-
tect.  1f1 wrritated him by a certain mcthodi-
cal slowness in my mentality, that irritation
servedd only to make his own flame-like
intuitions and impressions flash up the more
vividly and swiftly. Soch was my humble
rdfe in our albance.

When 1 arrived at Baker Strect 1 found
bim buddied wp in his arm-<clair with up-
drawn knees, his pipe in his mouth and his
brow furrowed with thought. It was clear
that he was in the throes of some vexatious
problem, With a wave of his hand he
indicated my old armi-chair, but otherwise
for half an hour he gave no sign that he
was aware of my presence. Then with a
start he scemied to come from his reverie,
and, with his wswal whimsical smile, he
grected me back to what had once been my
home.

Vol lev.—15 Copyrighe, 1933 by A. Coman Duyle.
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19 :: Data! Data! Data!

Sincere gratitude to the Arthur Conan Doyle Encyclopedia
for their permission to use the drawings from themr website 1n

this set.
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,’ “The Adventure of The

Creeping Man”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

“There was a sharp tap at
the door, and a moment
later the new client
presented himself.”

(Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazine, March 1923)
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| “The Adventure of The 03
- Creeping Man”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)
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“The Professor spat some
atrocious word at me and
hurried on down the

staircase.”

(Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazine, March 1923)
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“As I lay with my eyes
fixed upon the square ot
light, I was amazed to see
my father’s face looking
1n at me.”

(Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazine, March 1923)
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“The Protfessor’s face was
convulsed and he grinned and
gibbered at us 1n his senseless

rage. I am convinced that
Holmes and I would have had

to fight our way out of the
room 1f Mr. Bennett had not
intervened.”

(Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazine, March 1923)
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(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

“Dog and man were
rolling on the ground
together, the one roaring
1n rage, the other
screaming In a strange
shrill falsetto of terror.”

(Howard Elcock, The Strand Magazine, March 1923)
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(Frederic Dorr Steele, Hearst's International, March 1923)
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“T'he Adventure of The

Creeping Man”
(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)
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“Something was moving
along the passage,
something dark and
crouching; then suddenly
it emerged 1nto the light
and I saw that it was he.”

(Frederic Dorr Steele, Hearst's International, March 1923)
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(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

“‘I dare say 1t was twenty
seconds or so thatI lay
paralyzed and watched its
face. Then 1t vanished

and I lay cold and
shivering till morning.’”

(Frederic Dorr Steele, Hearst's International, March 1923)
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“‘Hardly enough, Mr.

Holmes!’ the old man
cried 1n a high screaming
voice.”

(Frederic Dorr Steele, Hearst's International, March 1923)
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: Creeping Man”
® (The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)
B 8
i o © |
: “The hall door slowly opened |
5 and againstthe lamp-lit &
$ $
°  background Holmesand  ©
© Watson saw the tall figure of 7
© 2
! Professor Presbury. Ashe !
* | . B 8
> stood outlined in the doorway ¢
| |
e he was erect but leaned 4
| e = . O |
; torward with dangling arms.” |
é (Frederic Dorr St_eele, Hearst's International, March 1923) é |
| 3 |
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“With his dressing-gown ©
flapping on each side of
him he looked like some ¢

huge bat glued against... |
the moonlit wall.” o

(Frederic Dorr Steele, Hearst's International, March 1923) |
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| 3 :
¢ “The passage was dark save ©
&) ; ®
! for one window. I could see
§ : : :
> that something was comimng ¢
| O L
o along the passage, I
+  something dark and 1
| 2 : g
¢ crouching. Then suddenly
1Y : . . ©
! 1t emerged into the light and
| 3 , :
e I saw that it was he.” :
| Of (Frederic Dorr S_;:eele, The Courier-Journal, March 1925) ? |

G\

’ .-' 2 :
PEIST 7 (OO~ @@ (@) @r@)r(@r(0)r _ag 33‘.“?*\4'
'{/‘ S 2 .- -~ ~Laxt = = —_— - — — - — \,‘\.‘



A;\\'.l_t oy fn“"'

R DT (@)oo @) @ oo @)oo @ el @)oo @)oo @)oo @)
= "'.".J) 3 /

L% >.‘.y. ..

g,yj F ) “The Adventure of The

l’ ) .

iy e Creeping Man”

(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

©

g

©

3

©

™ ™ o 8
“With his dressing gown ¢
® @ O

|

flapping on each side of {
= .
him he looked like some ©
©

8

©

|

©

g

©

s

©

4

©®

|

(D)

--F- < Ow @w@“ G <o Ooo O ooG «O“ @ ooOooOeoOoo O ooo o -

huge bat glued against the
side of his own house.”

(Howard Fretch, The Sun, March 1925)
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(The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes)

“And then 1n a moment 1t
happened... we heard the
rattle of tfalling metal...”

(Ralph Criswell, The Los Angeles Times, March 1925) ©
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