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Canonical Characters

_miniscences of Mr. Sherlock Holmes.
(From the Diaries of his friend~John H. Watson, M.D)
By ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

The Adventure of the

o Sy N the third week of November,
- N\ ,/" in the year 1895, a dense
;J\ IR 0% G yellow fug settled down upon

o ?,f London. From the Monday

f]to the Thursday [ doubt
,' ﬁ_? S whether it was ever possible
from our windows in Baker Street to see the
loom of the opposite houses. ‘I'he first doy
Holmes had spent in cross-indexing his huge
hook of references, The second and third
had been patiently occupred upon a subject
which he had recently made his hobby—the
music of the Middle Ages. But when, for
the fourth time, after pushing back our chairs
from breakfast we saw the greasy, heavy
brown swirl sull drifting past us and con-
densing in oily draps upon the window. panes,
my comrade’s impatient and active nature
could endure this drab existence no longer.
He paced restlessly about our sitting room in

a fever of suppressed energy, biting his nails,
tapping the furniture, and chafing against
mamon

“Nothing of interest 1 the paper,
Watson?* he asked.

I was aware that by anything of interest
Holmes meant anything of criminal interest,
There was the news of a revolution, of a
possible war, and of an impending change of
Government ; but these did not come within
the horizon of my companion. [ could see
nothing recorded in the shape of crime which
was not commonplace and futile. Holmes
groaned and resumed his restless meanderings.

*“The London criminal 1s certainly a dull
fellaw,” said he, in the querulous voice of the
sportsman whose game has failed him, "' Look
out of this window, \Watson, See how the
figures loom up, are dimly scen, and then
hlend once more into the cloud-bank, “T'he

‘of or the murderer could roam london

uch a day as the tiger does the jungle,

1 until he pounces, and then evident
s victim,"

have,” said I, “been numerous

! his contempt.

BrucesPartington Plans.

"I'iis great and sombre stage is set for
wmdhing more worthy than that," said he.

"It is fortunate for this community that I am
not a criminal,”

It is indeed ! " said 1, heartily,

“Suppose that | were Brooks or Wood-
house, or any of the fifty men who bave good
reason for ulmg my life, how long could |
survive against my own pursuit? A summons,
a bogus appointment, and all would be over,
1t 15 well they don't have days of fog in the
Latin countries—the countries of assassina-
tion. By Jove! here comes something at
last to break our dead monotony,”

It was the maid with a telegram.  Holmes
tore it open and burst out lavghing.

“Well, well!  What next?” said he
“ Brother Mycroft is coming round.”

“\Why not?* | asked,

“Why not? 1t is as if you met a tram car
coming down a country lane. Mycroft has
his rails and he runs on them, His Pall
Mall lodgings, the Diogenes Club, \Whitehall
~that i his cycle. Once, and only once,
he has been here. What uphcanl can
possibly have derailed him?"

“Does he not expluin 2"

Holmes handed me his brother's lclcfnm

“Must see you over (ld(gm
Coming at once—Mycrorr."

“Cadogan West? [ have heard the
name.”

“It recalls nothing to my mind. But
that Mycroft should break out in this ermtic
fashion! A planet might as well leave
its orbit. By the way, do you know what
Mycroft is?"

I had some vague recollection of an
explanation at the time of the Adventure
of the Greek Interpreter,

“You told me that he had some small
office under the British Government.”

Holmes chuckled.

“1 did not know you quite so we!l
those days. One has to be discree!
one talks of high matters of State
right in thinking that he is und
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Will Holmes be able to recover the

“The Adventure of the Bruce-

Partington Plans”
(His Last Bow)

Mycroft leaves his rails to seek
brother Sherlock’s assistance in
recovering stolen secret plans for a

submarine.

All evidence points to a young
government clerk, Arthur Cadogen
West, whose body was found near

the rail tracks with some of the
papers on his person, but his fiancé
believes he 1s innocent.
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papers, protectthe secretand solve
a homicide?
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Filmography
Date Country Holmes Watson
March, 1922 UK Eille Norwood Hubert Wilks
April, 1965 CK Douglas Wilmer Nigel Stock
January, 1968 DE Erich Schellow Paul Edwin Roth
April, 1088 UK Jeremy Brett Edward Harwicke
Radiography
Datc Netwark Holmcs Watson
October 22,1931 NBC Richard Gordon Leigh Lovell
October 22,1936 MutuayNBC Louis Hector HarrvWest
November 06,1939 Blue (NBO) Basil Rathbone Nigel Bruce
November 16,1941 Blue (NBO) Basil Rathbone Nigel Bruce
September 10,1943 Mutual Basil Rathbone Nigel Bruce
September 96, 1948 Mutual John Stanley Tan Martin
1954 BBC Carleton Hobbs Norman Shelley
August 28,1964 BBC Carleton Hobbs Norman Shelley
1954 John Gielgud Ralph Richardson
February 06, 1955 John Gielgud Ralph Richardson
1958 Maunce Teynac Pierre Destailles
1987 BBC Roy Marsden John Moffatt
April 23,1992 NPR Edward Petherbridge David Pearl
January 26, 1994 BBC Clive Merrison Michael Williams
2010 John Patrick Lowne Lawrence Albert
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“I play the game for the game's own
sake.”

. a . - .
-

“/Mycroft] has the tidiest and most |
orderly bramn, with the greatest capacity
for storing facts, of anyman living.”
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“I have hold of one 1dea which may
lead us far. The man met his death

elsewhere, and his body was on the
ROOQOFof a carriage.”
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“Please come at once and join me.
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> Bring with you a jemmy;, a dark 7S
3 lantern, a chisel, and a revolver.” ‘E!; %(
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“In the third week of November, 1n the
year 1895, a dense yellow fog settled
down upon London.”

Jele e o v e e e

“Of contemporary literature,
philosophy and politics [Holmes]
appeared to know next to nothing. He
appears to know every detail of every
horror perpetratedin the century. Plays
the violin well. Is an expert singlestick
player, boxer, and swordsman.”
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“Then, again, why should he leave the |:
girlin the street and dart away to
commit a felony?”

(Ben Kingsley, 1998, Withouta Clue)
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Arthur Cadogen West
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He was 27 and a clerk at Woolwich
Arsenal. Engaged to Violet Westbury.
“He has the reputation of being hot-
headed and imperious, but a straight,
honestman.”

“The young man had apparently fallen
out of the train and killed himself. He
had not been robbed, and there was no
particular reason to suspect violence.”

“The papers which this wretched youth
had 1n his pocket were the plans of the
Bruce-Partington submarine."

(Sebastian Stride, 1988, The Return of Sherlock Holmes,
“The Bruce-Partington Plans”)
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Canonical Characters

Mycroft Holmes
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Sherlock’s elder brother by seven years.
Tall and portly. “Mycroft has his rails
and he runs on them. His Pall Mall

lodgings, the Diogenes Club,
Whitehall—that1s his cycle.”

“You would also be rightin a sense 1f
you said that occasionally he IS the
British government."

“You must drop everything, Sherlock.

Never mind your usual petty puzzles of |

the police-court. It's a vital international
problem that you have to solve.”

(Chares Gray, 1988, The Retum of Sherlock Holmes,
“The Bruce-Partington Plans”)
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“A courteous red-faced old
gentleman.”

-

“This 1s where the young man s
body lay, ”said he, indicating a spot
about three feet from the metals.
“It could not have fallen from

3 above, for these, as you see, are all
%! H blank walls. Therefore, i1t could
| EE, only have come from a train, and
|8 thattrain, so far as we can trace t,
cldl must have passed about midmight |
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Sidney Johnson
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Senior clerk and draughtsman who
locked up plans the night they were
stolen.
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~ 4 five children. He 1s a silent, morose || =3
| (E man, but he has, on the whole,an |i{fi7
AN [3 excellentrecord in the public 2 QR
= E] service.” F‘j Uy
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sl |E “I am always the last man out.” |} _‘9’,,
(1€ “Where were the plans?” |Ef N
X P4l
(1 “In that safe. I put them there |2
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Canonical Characters

Inspector Lestrade
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| : : d|Yo
% 4l Scotland Yard inspector, thin and | 5
:gg; Ei austere, “a little sallow rat-faced, | ggag
’,ﬁ 4 dark-eyed fellow who came [to [}
Y : S (|G
Zt| Baker Street] three or four times i |{33~
(Vg a single week.”

“I have no doubtat all as to what
occurred. He took the papers to
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! E sell them. He saw the agent. They i
‘é i co uld not agree as to price. In the 4 M ‘
Al ’ train the agent murdered him, took 'Ei N’
I 2|BLE
o) :3 the more essential papers, and oF 5
S : . 35
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Spy living at 13 Caulfield Gardens,
Kensington.

Y ¢ Y.vo V.Y Lrtrtyl

A ANAYY

([
f;g {1 “As Westforced his way after us into
;2;%: J the house Oberstein struck him on the

L 4

e e e > s s
-— S =
- X h ~
< ) - ) € . X
| Y ) A BAR
h "‘ |
\ |‘

>

head. The blowwas a fatal one. He was
dead within five minutes.”

) Ej “Eager to complete the coup of his E:] A0S
%l 4| lifetime, came to the lure and was safely i :
"E F engulfed for fifteen years in a British F i
‘,\ﬁu 4 prison. In his trunk were found the | _2’1.,
’4 4l invaluable Bruce-Partington plans, 'Ef g‘\"
3/‘ :3 which he had put up for auction 1n all E‘ ,5
19 the naval centres of Europe.” B
J|i S 4%
\ Q (Derek Ware, 1988, The Return of Sherlock Holmes, ['j P
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Decorated head of the Submarine
Department and official guardian of
the papers. Died after papers were
stolen by his brother Valentine.

“He 1s a gentleman, a favoured
guest 1n the most exalted houses,
and, above all, a man whose
patriotism 1s beyond suspicion. He
1s one of two who have a key of the
safe.”

“He was always so proud of the
etficiency of his department, and
this was a crushing blow.”
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Brother of Sir James. a very tall,
handsome, light-bearded man of fifty,
the younger brother of the dead
scientist.
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“I needed the money badly. Oberstein
offered me five thousand. It was to
save myselffromrumn.”
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“He had caught me once with
his keys, and I think that he suspected.
I read in his eyes that he suspected. As E
you know, he never held up his head ‘,
agam.” o

(Johnathan Newth, 1988, The Retum of Sherlock Holmes,
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