
THE BEACON SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020 

10:08 AM, Saturday, January 09, 2021 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Head-Light Carla Coupe at 10:08 AM 
 
 
2019 General Meeting Minutes – The Secretary (Percy Phelps), Deborah Clark, prepared the minutes 
from the 2019 Minutes.  Minutes were accepted and approved as read.  
 
FULL COMMITTEE REPORTS ARE APPRENDED TO THESE MINUTES 
 
2020 Treasurers Report  
Dick Kitts, Bursar (Treasurer) reported that 2020 started with a Balance of $49,243, received Income of 
$9,520 from donations and paid $7,989 in Expenses.  Prizes and awards comprised of approximately 97% 
of expenses: the Jan Stauber Grant Program equaled $3,824; the R. Joel Senter Sr. Contest equaled $2,143 
and the Susan Diamond Z Diamond Beacon award equaled $ 283.00. Fifty BSI editions of Education 
Never Ends were purchased at a cost of $1500. Other expenses totaled $248.00.  There was a balance in 
the treasury of $50,794 at the end of the year. The Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously.  
 
Committee Reports   
 

Awards Committee - Chairperson Art Renkwitz has stepped down with our grateful thanks for 
his years of service. Dan Andriacco, his successor, reported that the R. Joel Senter Sr. Essay 
Award has been established for 4th-12th grade students. Denny Dobry has been approved to serve 
as Director-at-Large to shepherd the program through its beginnings. The deadline for applications 
to the essay contest is February 1st. The Awards Committee chose David Fake as the 2020 recipient 
of the 2019 Susan Z. Diamond Beacon Award. Denny Dobry will make the presentation to Mr 
Fake who will receive a Certificate, a check for $221 and years subscription to the Baker Street 
Journal & the Serpentine News. 

 
Communications Committee  - Steve Mason, Chairperson, reported that their current priority is 
the Beacon Society Website and getting all we do posted there. Thanks go to Rusty Mason for 
maintaining the website. The goal is to add all publicly available papers, research dissertations, 
etc. Puzzles are added each week. In January, Jan Stauber Grant announcements, the R. Joel Senter 
Memorial Essay Contest, and nominations for the Susan Z. Diamond  and Beacon Awards will go 
out to each member of the Beacon Society, educational associations, museums, and library 
associations across the U.S.  More will be added this year. The Committee has focused on. 
promoting these programs by sending multiple e-mails throughout the year to numerous 
individuals and organizations.   

 
Fundraising Committee - Crystal Noll, Chairperson, thanked all who donated this year; it was 
really appreciated.  She reported that $9,520.20 was received in donations in 2020, exceeding the 
budgeted amount of $9,000. This came from 28 donors, some donating multiple times.  
Solicitation letters were sent out mid-year to individuals and organizations. Solicitation letters, as 
well as the Beacon Society trifold, were included in the Swag bags and sent virtually to attendees 



of the BSI Dinner, THE Woman dinner and the Gaslight Gala. Crystal again thanked the 
committee and noted that since Carla is now Headlight, there is a vacancy on the committee. 
That position will be filled by Heather Holloway. Usually, the 221B Con Board of Directors 
chooses the Beacon Society as their charity of the year, resulting in a very generous donation. 
Unfortunately, there won’t be any fundraising in 2021 since the Con will be held virtually (April 
9-11). However, information on the Beacon Society will still be available.  The Fundraising 
Committee set a fundraising goal of $9,000 for 2021 and are on the way to meeting that with six 
donors already contributing $1,936.00. 

 
Grants Committee - Cindy Brown, Chairperson, reported that the Committee approved all ten 
Jan Stauber Grant applications that were received for total amount to be awarded of $5,269. The 
Committee is still waiting for 5 final reports from the 2019 Grant Program due to the Pandemic. 
The Committee noted that Scott Monty and Burt Wolder have been promoting the Beacon 
Society on their podcast. The application period for the 2021 Grants Program opens on January 
31st and are due by May 1st.   

 
Junior Sherlockian Committee - Chairperson Shannon Carlisle reported that the Junior 
Sherlockian Society (JSS) celebrated their 3nd birthday on August 8th2020 (the 221st day of the 
year.)  Two grants from the Beacon Society bought books and sets of books featuring the “Blue 
Carbuncle” and “Red Headed League” for 1st-2nd, 3rd and 4th grades in the 221B Baker Street 
classroom. Bill Dorn’s first grade needs Blue Carbuncle to be a play. Another has created a 
pastiche: “Sherlock Holmes and the Kentucky Derby.” The Committee would like to add those 
to the Sherlockian.com website so that they can be shared. Five hundred sixteen wooden nickels 
promoting the JSS were sent to attendees at the BSI Dinner, THE Woman dinner and the 
Gaslight Gala.  Sherlock Spotlight (of which there are 301 subscribers) also promotes the JSS. 
There have been 4000 visits monthly. This year’s expenses were $209.51 for hosting and 
renewing the domain name. The budget for next year is $600. 

 
Programming Committee - Rob Nunn, Chairperson also thanked the Committee for their work. 
He reported that things had been quiet due to the Pandemic and that he has been assisting Steve 
Mason with the Library Display kits but since Libraries are shut that project has been on hold. The 
Committee assisted with the R. Joel Senter, Sr. Memorial Essay Contest roll out by reworking the 
contest rules and rubrics to make them more kid friendly. Rob also assisted Steve Mason with 
Sherlock Spotlight. The Committee has continued to work on the compilation of the biographies 
of all the previous Beacon Award winners. Bob Katz donated 5 copies of  Remarkable Characters 
of Sherlock Holmes to the Society for distribution, possibly as prizes. 

  
Old Business:    
    

 R. Joel Senter, Sr. Program – The Board of Directors approved Denny Dobry as Director at 
large to shepherd the R Joel Senter, Sr Essay Contest through its initial growing pains. Denny 
Dobry explained that after Joel passed, his wife, Carolyn expressed interest in having his 
contributions to the field remembered and so the Essay Contest was established. Last year, the first 
time it was held, there were 8 entries. The deadline for this year’s application is 2/1/21 and Denny 
asked that we all encourage kids to do it. There are 3 categories: grades 4-6; grades 7-9 and grades 
10-12. At each level there are cash prizes: 1st place is $300; 2nd place is $200 and 3rd place is $100. 



Details are on the website and the instructions are much clearer now thanks to Rob Nunn and his 
Committee. 
 
Fortescue Scholarship – The Recertification Program is posted and under way. Details are on the 
website. 

 
New Business:    
 

Sherlock’s Spotlight and Elementary + The first issue launched in the Fall; the next issue will be 
in February. Steve Mason recognized Greg Ruby for running the Facebook page for the Beacon 
Society and restarting Twitter. The Spotlight included work by Mike McClure. Regular 
contributors include Robb Nunn and Shannon Carlisle. Steve Mason is soliciting articles 
appropriate for kids, and art work by artistic kids. Drawings are needed for the cover. 
 
Thank you to Denny Dobry – The Beacon Society has benefited immensely from Denny Dobry’s 
leadership as Headlight of the Society. The Society has grown, the Bylaws have been reviewed, 
updated or changed, and there has been an increase in the awards. Denny has been a very effective  
missionary and a cheerleader for the Beacon Society. Denny has said he wants no plague or 
certificate but the Board reports a donation of $200 to the Beacon Society in his name. Denny 
extended his thanks to the Society and thanked the Board and Committee members for their 
support. Carla thanked him again for his support of Sherlockians. 
 

 
Adjournment  - The meeting was adjourned at 11:53 am. 
 
 
These minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by Deborah Clark, Percy Phelps, Secretary 



 
  





 





 



 



 



 


