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“The Adventure of Charles

Augustus Milverton”
(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

Lady Eva Brackwell has pleaded with

Sherlock Holmes to help her recover

compromising letters she had written
and sentyears ago.

03

Blackmailer Charles Augustus
Milverton has purchased the letters
and has threatened to turn the letters
over to Brackwell’s fiancé unless she
pays for their return.
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After an unsuccessful encounter with [

Milverton, Holmes must use all his
resources to recover the letters before
1t 1s too late.
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“The Adventure of Charles 05

Augustus Milverton”
(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)
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“For some days Holmes came and went at
all hours 1n this attire, butbeyond a remark
that his time was spent at Hampstead, and
that it was not wasted, I knew nothing of
what he was doing.”
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“Do you feel a creeping, shrinking
sensation, Watson, when you stand before
the serpents in the Zoo, and see the
slithery, gliding, venomous creatures?
Well, that's how Milverton impresses me.”
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"Well, I'm afraid I can'thelp you, % : ;
Lestrade,... My sympathies are with the |§3 N
S : e 4l
cruninals rather than with the victim, and 1 E.; o)
i:? will not handle this case." g 2
g i (L3
‘ :3 (Ronald Howard, 1954, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes) on ‘j
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“The Adventure of Charles 06

Augustus Milverton”
(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

“T'’hereaderwill excuse me 1f I conceal the
date or any other factby which he might trace
the actual occurrence.”

-l give you my word of honour— and I never
brokeit in my life — that I will take a cab
straight to the police-station and give you away
unless you let me share this adventure with

2

you.

“I saw the picture of a regal and statelyladyin
Courtdress, with a high diamond tiaraupon
her noblehead. Then I caughtmy breath as 1
read the time-honoured title of the great
nobleman and statesman whose wife she had
been. Holmes put his finger to his lips as we
turned away from the window.”

(Howard Marion-Crawford 1954, The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes)
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3 “The Adventure of Charles 07

= Augustus Milverton”
(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

Of Appledore Towers, Hampstead, Holmes
called him “the worstman in London,” and
“the king of the blackmailers.” He blackmailed
Lady Eva Brackwell causing Holmes and
Watson to burgle his home to recover her
papers, where they withessed Milverton’s
murder by a noblewoman who he had ruined.

“An exposure would profitme indirectly to a
considerable extent. I have eightor ten similar
casesmaturing.”

“He ... then fell forward upon the table,
coughing furiously and clawing among the
papers. He staggered to his feet, received

another shot, and rolled upon the floor.
“You've doneme,’ he cried, and laystill.”

(Robert Hardy, 1992, Sherlock Holmes, “The Master Blackmailer”)
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W64l obtained “several imprudent letters ...

;ié: :J Holmes called her, “the most beautitul

which were written to an impecunious
young squire in the country.”
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F: “Lady Eva 1s not a wealthy woman. I
assure you that two thousand pounds

| would be a drain upon her resources, |

{| and thatthe sum you name is utterly '

2 beyond her power.”

1

1

(Serena Gordon, 1992, Sherlock Holmes, “The Master Blackmailer™)

o'
B B D o B I I I o B o I P
-
,I\)

O e

- v~ ~ ————
.7-‘0 e .v.v‘ L .v.v,

3/ -

5\"‘ tJ[("'YYﬁvﬁvﬁvvw rv—rrvvrvvrvrrrr.vvy

.ju'.‘ TN, *f““*:*“t*“““*;‘“‘““fﬁi
2 RALA O SO VY ZUS Y8 REQD ““‘33(
0‘ ,v ’/ 1}{‘9 <,¢0\ \\‘E’f, »0,\\%3“\ > PN



Canonical Characters S :;3\ TV SBNZOZ JENED: 82{& ‘,35;\/‘\ | _f’
g gm |y 2

4" “TheAdventureof Charles ()9 [d%

o Augustus Milverton” jp\

(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes) -1 7 \‘:}

4%,

Sought Holmes’s help. “A most
dramatic and remarkable murder.
I would take it as a great favour 1t
you would step down to Appledore
Towers and give us the benefit of
your advice.”

A AN

>

~
..:' :. f‘i'\f\lﬁnno ’)&'x’l £y, " -
=’ L ate
. & - A 3 .
- 1 . !\ \
. s Py &
, ~ - - -
/ s
AN b ;
- \
\ l‘

“There were two of them. They
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“In front of him, in the full glare of the
electric light, there stood a tall, shm, dark
woman, a vell over her face, a mantle
drawn round her chin.”

“Itis I, the woman whose life you have
rumed.”
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“I begged and prayed you for mercy, and
you laughed in my face as you are trying to
laugh now.”
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“You will ruin no more lives as you have
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“The Adventure of Charles 1 1

Augustus Milverton”
(The Retum of Sherlock Holmes)

Milverton’s housemaid who
Holmes proposed to while
disguised as Escott, a rising
plumber.

“It1s a joke 1n the servants'
hall that i1t's impossible to
wake the master. He has a

interests, and never budges
from the study all day.”

(Svetlana Krvushkova, 1980, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
“The King of Blackmail”)
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“...and 1nside I had a glimpse of a
number of paper packets, each
tied, sealed, and inscribed.”

“Let me assure them that this little
bundle of letters would give more
joy than all the candelabra and
butter- dishes in London.”

“With perfect coolness Holmes
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U.K. - The Return of Sherlock Holmes,

March 07, 1905 George Newnes Litd.
U.S. - The Retum of Sherlock Holmes,
February, 1905, McClure, Philhps & Co.
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(Baring-Gould)
| E‘ Ranking: # 16 of 56 short stories
|l (Sherlockian poll, 1999, Stock) Y
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