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Welcome to topic number 010… today 
we will be looking at the more important 

laws passed during our period.



During our lifetime, all 
the laws in England were 
passed by the parliament. 



The parliament had the 
sole authority to discuss 
laws, create laws and 
alter existing laws. 



The current issues affecting the 
society, and economy were discussed 

with the king or queen. Then the voting 
rights were exercised by the members 

of the parliament.



The success of England during our 
time depended largely on the laws 
that were passed. The laws in the 
Victorian era served the following 

purpose:



First… the passage of laws classified 
things as rights and wrongs; and 

second, the laws separated the poor 
from the rich.



It is due to the laws in the Victorian 
era that the society of England had a 
different class strata in the 1800s. 



But in spite of the stringency, we had seen that the 
laws were molded by the society. This was done by 
either the direct consent of the people or in an 
indirect way, by the actions of the citizens.



The most prominent laws included 
the Reform Acts, Corn Laws, Poor 
Laws, and the Married Women’s 

Property Act. 



The Reform Acts started in the 1830s, 
and it expanded English citizen’s 

representation in the right to vote. 
This led to fairer representation. 

The Reform Acts



Later on, instead of the privilege of high 
society, voting became a function of the right of 
citizenship. There were three Reform Acts that 

were passed during the Victorian Era.



The first reform in 1832 
guaranteed the voting right to any 

man whose house was worth at 
least a certain monetary amount.



In 1867, the second reform act added 
almost 1,000,000 voters to the rolls. 

Many feared additional voters would hurt 
the monarchy and grow democratic reforms.



The final reform was passed in 1884, which 
allowed almost all male farm workers to 

vote.  Notice, women during the Victorian 
era were still not allowed to vote.



The Corn Laws consisted of a series of 
laws enacted in 1815.  Due to 

Parliament’s concern over importation of 
corn, the law kept corn prices high.  

The Corn Acts



Sadly, the laws kept all food 
prices high, which benefited 
the members of Parliament,  
many who were land owners.



Prime Minister Earl Grey 
passed the Poor Laws in 1833 
to deal with conditions of the 

working and poor classes.

The Poor Acts



… and he had a tea named 
after him also…



The Poor Laws stated: No able-
bodied person was to receive 

money or other help unless they 
were in a workhouse;



The Poor Laws stated: With an aim to 
discourage people from receiving help, 
workhouse conditions were to be made 

very harsh;



The Poor Laws stated: Every 
parish or union of parishes 
would have a workhouse;



The Poor Laws stated: Each 
workhouse would elect a Board 
of Guardians for supervision of 

the workhouse;



The Poor Laws stated: A 
three-man Central Poor Law 
Commission supervised the 
implementation of the Act.



Our era had a wide gap between the poor, 
middle, and upper class. The reason was the 
laws that seemed to benefit the rich, hurt 
the middle, working class and the poor.



Prime Minister Earl Grey, 
wanting to control the gap 
with growing middle and 

lower classes, enacted the 
Poor Laws.



However, being from the 
upper class, he was unable to 
completely understand the 
living condition of the poor.



Before the Poor Law Amendment, reports about 
the conditions of the workhouses across England 
were asked. As one would expect, the reports 

given by the workhouse officials were not honest.



Prime Minister William 
Gladstone, in 1882, passed The 

Married Women’s Property 
Rights Act. 

The Married Women’s Property Rights Act



As per English common law, women did 
not have any right to dispose of property 
or make a will after marriage without the 

consent of their husband.



Only widows could claim 
any property for 

themselves. 



In marriage, the 
husband retained 
his property and 
most of his wife’s 

property.



In our society, the unmarried 
woman actually had much more 

rights than the married woman had. 



A woman wanting to divorce her 
husband is looked down upon; they were
not given any of their property owned 

before marriage.



The new law gave married 
women equal rights to the 
average unmarried woman. 



Although they did not have 
equal rights to their 
husbands, this was
nevertheless a huge 

progress for the married 
woman.



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…
So we have completed 

topic 010 in our series… 
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