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Welcome to topic number 400… This is a special segment, as we will 
give a very short summary of every one of our 60 stories, written by 
our creator, Arthur Conan Doyle.  Thanks so much to Alexis Barquin
and the Arthur Conan Doyle Encyclopedia for use of their summary 

texts for this lesson..



Watson arrives at 221B Baker Street where page boy Billy shows him a wax effigy of me placed near a curtained window in the sitting room. Billy 
reminds Watson the Mazarin Stone, one of the Crown jewels, worth a £100,000, was recently stolen. I have been asked by the government to find 

and return the stone. The effigy produces a shadow on the curtain, when viewed from outside, is the unmistakable profile of me. 

Using this visual trick, I aim to give a perfect target to a would-be murderer with an air-rifle. I name my “murderer” as Count Negretto Sylvius, the 
diamond thief I have been following in disguise. I give the criminal's address to Watson, then send the doctor out the back for the police. Count 

Negretto Sylvius is shown into the empty living room. He notices the dummy of me and mistakes it for me. 

He creeps up behind the armchair, preparing to strike the dummy with his walking stick. Just as he is about to hit it, I come out of his bedroom and 
tell the count not to break the dummy. I then offer the Count and his helper, boxer Sam Merton, freedom if they give up the jewel, or jail if not.  I 

invite them to discuss the deal while I play the violin in the next room.  (continued)

1.  “The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone” 



(“MAZA” cont) The Count and Sam are confident I cannot hear them over the sound of my noisy violin. Sam suggests they kill me, but Sylvius believes 
I have already given all the evidence to the police. Sam, however, thinks somebody else might be hiding in the room and listening to them. He 

notices the dummy in the armchair by the window. The Count tells him it is not a real person. 

When the Count decides to double-cross me and take the stone from his pocket to show Sam in the window light, I spring from the chair in place of 
my replica and grab the £100K jewel. My bedroom has a gramophone and secret passage behind the curtain. Watson returns with officers from 
Scotland Yard, who arrest the thieves. After the police take away the villains, Lord Cantlemere sweeps in, and removes his coat at my request. 

Lord Cantlemere believes I have been unable to find out anything about the theft of the Mazarin Stone, a belief which I encourage. When tricked
into insisting on arrest for whoever is found possessing the diamond, he finds the jewel in his pocket - where I have placed it - and apologizes. 

Finally, I can eat.  

1.  “The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone” 



Neil Gibson, the Gold King and former Senator from "some Western state", approaches Holmes to investigate the murder of his wife Maria in order 
to clear his children's governess, Grace Dunbar, of the crime. It soon emerges Mr. Gibson's marriage had been unhappy and he treated his wife very 

badly. He had fallen in love with her when he met her in Brazil, but soon realized they had nothing in common. 

He became attracted to Dunbar; since he could not marry her, he tried to please her in other ways, such as trying to help people less fortunate than 
himself.  Maria Gibson was found lying in a pool of blood on Thor Bridge, ½ mile from the house, with a bullet through the head and a note from the 

governess, agreeing to a meeting at that location, in her hand. A recently discharged revolver with one shot fired is found in Dunbar's wardrobe. 

She could not prove an alibi and was seen near the bridge.  Holmes agrees to look at the situation in spite of the damning evidence. The evidence 
appeared clear at the inquest, and the case has now gone to the Assizes. From the outset, Holmes observes rather odd things about the case. How 

could Dunbar so coolly have planned and carried out the murder and then carelessly tossed the murder weapon into her wardrobe? (continued)

2. “The Problem of Thor Bridge” 



(“THOR” cont.)  What was the strange chip on the underside of the bridge's stone balustrade? Why was Mrs. Gibson clutching the note from Miss 
Dunbar when she died?  If the murder weapon was one of a matched pair of pistols, why couldn't the other one be found in Mr. Gibson's collection? 

Holmes uses his powers of deduction to solve the crime, and demonstrates, using my revolver, how it was perpetrated. 

Mrs. Gibson, outraged and jealous of Dunbar's relationship with her husband, resolved to end her own life and frame her rival for the crime. After 
arranging a meeting with Dunbar, requesting her to leave her response in a note, Mrs. Gibson tied a rock on a piece of string to the end of a 

revolver, and shot herself, the rock pulling the revolver over the side of the bridge. 

The revolver found in Dunbar's wardrobe was the other pistol of the pair, which had been fired off in the woods earlier, and the chip in the bridge 
was caused by the pistol hitting the stonework as it was pulled off by the rock. Holmes's reconstruction reproduces the damage to the balustrade of 

the bridge. He asks the police to drag the lake for the two revolvers.

2. “The Problem of Thor Bridge” 



Trevor Bennett comes to me with a most unusual problem. He is Professor Presbury's personal secretary, and engaged to the professor's only 
daughter, Edith. Presbury is himself engaged to a young lady, Alice Morphy, although he himself is already 61 years of age. Their impending 

marriage does not seem to have caused a great scandal. The trouble seems to have begun at about the time of Presbury's and Alice's engagement. 

Presbury returned from a trip looking travel-worn, and it was only through a letter from a friend sent to Bennett the family learnt Presbury had been 
to Prague.  Presbury brought a small wooden box back, as well started receiving anonymous letters from the continent. Everyone around Presbury

feels he has changed, including new bizarre habits, including crawling along on his hands and feet. 

Edith admits to seeing her dad out of her two-story window one night, without the use of a ladder. Even Presbury’s dog attacked him on specific 
dates, which I know is significant.  We go to Camford to see the professor.  Presbury is furious at the intrusion, so we leave.  I tell Watson the 
meeting was productive. Bennett reveals the letters’ addressee, a Dorak from Prague, who I discover keeps a large general store. (continued)

3.  “The Adventure of the Creeping Man” 



(“CREE” cont.) I believe every nine days, Presbury takes some drug which causes the odd behaviour. I deduce he became addicted in Prague, and is 
now supplied by this Dorak. We return to Camford the next Tuesday, and which point I realize Presbury is behaving like a monkey.  Shortly, we 

observe Presbury's odd behaviour. He comes out of the house, scampers about on all fours, climbs on the creeper, and torments the tied-up dog.

The wolfhound gets loose and attacks the professor. We, with Bennett's help, manage to get the dog off the professor, but he is wounded badly. 
Watson and Bennett, who is also a medical man, tend to the professor's injuries.  I examine Presbury's little box after having obtained the key from 

the now unconscious owner. It contained a drug, as I expected, with a letter from a man named Lowenstein.  

He helped the professor seek out a way of achieving rejuvenation, which he thought would be advisable if he were going to marry a young woman. 
The drug is an extract obtained from langurs, and although it has apparently given the professor renewed energy, it has also given him some of the 

langur's traits. I will write to Lowenstein and to tell him he is criminally responsible for the "poisons which he circulates." 

3.  “The Adventure of the Creeping Man” 



Holmes receives an odd letter referencing vampires. Mr. Robert Ferguson is convinced his Peruvian wife has been sucking their baby son's blood. By 
his first wife, he has a 15-year-old son named Jack, who has been struck twice by his stepmother. Several times, she has been sucking the baby’s 

neck by the nurse, who at first hesitates to tell Mr. Ferguson about it. Indeed, Mrs. Ferguson bribed her to keep quiet. 

The wife has locked herself in her room and refused to come out. Only her maid, Dolores, is allowed in. She takes Mrs. Ferguson her meals.  Even 
before we set off for Ferguson's house, Holmes has deduced what is going on, and it has nothing to do with vampires. Upon our arrival, the maid 

announces her mistress is ill, and I offer to help. 

I find an agitated woman in the room upstairs – she speaks of all being destroyed, and of sacrificing herself rather than breaking her husband's 
heart. She also demands her child, who has been with the nurse, since Ferguson discovered the bloodsucking incidents. Holmes examines the South 

American weapons displayed in the house and meets the children.  (continued)

4. “The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire ” 



(“SUSS” cont.) Holmes realizes this is a very delicate case, as it will mean pain for Mr. Ferguson. Holmes explains the truth about what has been 
happening, which relieves Mrs. Ferguson. It turns out the culprit is Jack, Ferguson's elder son, who is extremely jealous of his young half-brother. 

Holmes deduced this and confirmed it by looking at Jack's reflection in the window while his father's attention was on the baby.

Jack has been attempting to murder his half-brother by shooting poisoned darts at him, and his stepmother's behaviour of sucking the baby's neck is 
thereby explained: she was sucking the poison out. It also explains why she struck Jack, and why she was sick when we arrived. The wounds were 

caused by the darts, not by her biting.

She could not tell her husband what was going on, as it would break his heart. She could, however, tell the nurse, whom she trusted with the child. 
Holmes prescribes a year at sea for young Jack, in lieu of any formal punishment.

4. “The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire ” 



I receive a letter from Nathan Garrideb, asking for help in a most peculiar quest. He is looking for another man with his unusual surname, for it will 
mean a $5 million inheritance for him. He has been approached by John Garrideb of Kansas, who says he needs to find others with the same last 

name. The American Garrideb comes to see us, and is not pleased Nathan has involved a detective. 

John, who claims to be a lawyer, spins a ridiculous story about Alexander Hamilton Garriedeb, a millionaire land tycoon he met in Kansas. Hamilton 
bequeathed his $15 million estate to John Garrideb on the provision he find two more Garridebs to share it with equally. He came to England to seek 

out people with the name, having failed in his own country. So far, he has found only Nathan. 

During the interview, I detect many discrepancies in John's story, but decide not to confront him. This piques my interest, and I decide to contact 
Nathan to investigate further. Upon arrival at his house, I observe Nathan's nameplate outside the house. It has obviously been there for years; so I 
conclude Garrideb is at least his true surname. Nathan is an elderly eccentric who collects everything from ancient coins to old bones. (continued)

5.  “The Adventure of the Three Garridebs” 



(“3GAR” cont.) I find out John has never asked for any money, nor has he suggested any course of action. John arrives in a most jolly mood. He has 
found a third Garrideb. I see instantly John has placed the advertisement himself from various spelling and wording choices.  Despite Nathan's 

objections, John insists Nathan go to Birmingham and meet Howard Garrideb. It clear to me what the "rigmarole of lies" is all about. 

John wants Nathan to be out of his rooms for a while. Inspector Lestrade identifies John as James Winter, Morecroft,"Killer" Evans, who escaped 
prison after shooting three men in the States. In London, he killed Rodger Prescott, a Chicago forger whose description matches the former occupant 

of Nathan's room.  We go to Garrideb's home armed with revolvers. While in hiding, we see Winter open a trapdoor revealing a little cellar. 

We capture Winter, after he manages to shoot Watson in the leg. I vow the villain would have never left the rooms alive if he had killed Watson. The 
little cellar contains a printing press and stacks of counterfeit banknotes, hidden there by Prescott, the man Winter killed. Winter is sent back to 

prison. Nathan ends up in a nursing home, so great is his disappointment.

5.  “The Adventure of the Three Garridebs” 



Sir James Damery comes to see us about his client's problem (implied to be King Edward VII). General de Merville's young daughter Violet has fallen 
in love with the roguish Baron Gruner, whom we are convinced is a shameless philanderer and a murderer. The victim was his last wife, of whose 

murder he was acquitted due to a legal technicality. Holmes also finds out the Baron has expensive tastes and is a collector of Chinese pottery. 

Holmes's first step is to see Gruner, who does not see Holmes as a large threat.  Gruner will not be moved and claims his charm is more potent than 
even a post-hypnotic suggestion in conditioning Violet's mind to reject anything bad that might be said about him. Holmes gets some help with his 

mission in the form of Shinwell Johnson. Johnson finds Kitty Winter, the Baron's last mistress. She is bent on revenge and will do anything to help us.

Kitty tells Holmes the Baron "collects women" and chronicles his conquests in a book, kept in his study. Holmes realizes this book, written in Gruner's
own hand, is the key to curing Violet of her devotion to the scoundrel. Holmes goes to see Violet, bringing Kitty with him, but Violet will not listen to 

them. Kitty makes it clear Violet might end up dead if she is foolish enough to marry Gruner. (continued)

6. “The Adventure of the Illustrious Client” 



(“ILLU” cont.)  Holmes is attacked by two men, and the newspapers imply he is near death. Watson discovers Holmes's injuries are exaggerated to 
give the impression he will be out of action for quite a while. Several days later, Holmes sufficiently recovers to be out of bed. The Baron is planning 

a trip to the U.S. before the wedding. Holmes knows Gruner will take his book with him. 

Holmes asks me to learn everything I can about Chinese pottery. The next day, Holmes presents me with a fake business card and an actual piece of 
Ming pottery. I go to Gruner's house and try to sell the saucer, but do not fool him, and realizes Holmes sent me. As I face my captor, a noise alerts 

the Baron and he rushes into his study just in time to see Holmes jump out of the window. 

The Baron rushes to the window, but Winter, who has been hiding outside, throws vitriol in his face. Holmes does manage to steal the book. The 
Baron is now hideously disfigured. When Violet sees the book of conquests she realizes what a rogue he is, and calls off the wedding. It also says 

vitriol-throwing charges are being pressed against Winter. Extenuating circumstances reduce her sentence to the lowest possible.

6. “The Adventure of the Illustrious Client” 



Steve Dixie visits and warns me to keep away from Harrow.  Dixie's boss is Barney Stockdale, and he must be connected with the Harrow Weald 
case, of which Holmes has just learnt from a message from Mary Maberley, a lady who lives at Three Gables of Harrow Weald. Mrs. Maberley is an 

elderly woman whose son has recently died in Rome. He was an attaché there. Some peculiar things have happened at Three Gables. 

Mrs. Maberley has lived there nearly two years and in all that time has attracted very little attention. However, a man came to her and offered to 
buy her house and all the furniture in it, with her agreeing to remove no possessions. As she is telling me the story, I become aware the maid is 

eavesdropping on the conversation, who communicated to Stockdale her mistress was hiring me. 

I find out a rich woman hired Stockdale and his thugs to do her dirty work. This woman wants an item in the house. I realize Maberley’s late son 
Douglas's belongings must hold the key. Holmes finds Dixie outside, keeping the house under surveillance. Dixie is now inclined to help Holmes if he 

can. He swears, however, that he does not know who has hired Barney Stockdale. (continued)

7.  “The Adventure of the Three Gables” 



(“3GAB” cont.)   We go back to Three Gables to investigate a burglary. The burglars chloroformed Mrs. Maberley and stole a manuscript from her 
son's belongings. She retained part of one sheet of paper from the stolen papers.  The police inspector at the scene treats the matter as an ordinary 

burglary, but I know better. The manuscript bit appears to be the end of a lurid novel. I am struck by the peculiar wording. 

The story abruptly changes from third-person narration to first-person narration. It is in Douglas's handwriting; it would seem that he was putting 
himself in a story that he was writing. We go to see Isadora Klein, a wealthy woman who is used to getting what she wants. It turns out Douglas 

was involved with Klein at one time. She stopped the relationship, and he wrote an account of their affair, to be published as a novel. 

Everyone in London would know who the characters truly were, were the novel published. Isadora established no copy had ever been sent to the 
publisher but realized he must have a copy. She hired Stockdale and his confederates to secure the manuscript. She has burnt the manuscript. I force 

Klein to write a cheque for £5000 to furnish Maberley with a first-class trip round the world in return for my silence. 

7.  “The Adventure of the Three Gables” 



James Dodd sees Holmes about a missing friend, Godfrey Emsworth. They served together during the Second Boer War, where Emsworth was 
wounded. Dodd has not seen him since the report of his injury. Since Emsworth has been a good friend, Dodd believes something is amiss. Dodd 

writes to Colonel Emsworth, Godfrey's father. He was told in a terse letter Godfrey was not at home, and had gone on a voyage around the world. 

Dodd was not satisfied with this explanation, and went to the Emsworth family home. The Colonel repeated the story about his son's voyage, and
would provide no more information. Dodd was determined to ascertain Godfrey's fate. That evening, Dodd talked to the butler who indicated 

Godfrey might be better off dead. Godfrey's appearance at the bedroom window, looking ghastly pale made the mystery deeper. 

He ran off when he saw Dodd was looking straight at him. Dodd opened the window and climbed out, but lost Godfrey in the dark. Dodd contrived 
to stay another day, and went looking about the property. He found an outbuilding looking empty, but with a well-dressed man leaving.  He is sure 
it was where Godfrey had gone the previous evening. At night, he crept out of the bedroom again and stole down to the outbuilding.  (continued)

8. “The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier” 



(“BRUC” cont.)  Looking through the shutters, he saw the man he had seen earlier, and another figure who is similar to Godfrey. Colonel Emsworth
finds him outside the building, tells him to leave the property. Dodd comes straight to Holmes to relate the story, and Holmes finds the matter to be 

elementary. Only one piece of evidence is missing. 

Holmes finds the missing clue when he and Dodd visit the home, much to the Colonel’s fury. The butler’s gloves have a tarry smell. The Colonel 
threatens to summon the police. Holmes points out doing this would cause the very catastrophe the Colonel wants to avoid. Holmes then makes it 

known that he has deduced the mystery: leprosy. Upon visiting the outbuilding, Holmes and Dodd hear Godfrey's story right from his own lips. 

After being wounded, he accidently stumbled into a leprosy hospital. Once Godfrey got back to England, the dreaded symptoms began to appear. 
His family determined to keep his illness a secret, as well as his presence.  Holmes has brought with him Sir James Saunders, a famous dermatologist 

from London. Saunders determines Emsworth actually has ichthyosis, or pseudo-leprosy, a disease that is quite treatable. 

8. “The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier” 



I am in Sussex when one day at the beach, I meet up with Harold Stackhurst. Just then, Fitzroy McPherson, a science teacher, staggers up to them. 
He collapses, saying something about a "lion's mane", and then dies. He has red welts all over his back, with marks curving over his shoulder and 

round his ribs. Ian Murdoch, mathematics professor, comes up behind us. He has not seen the attack, and has only just arrived from the school. 

I see a couple of people far up the beach, but don’t believe they are involved. Likewise, the few fishing boats off the beach are too far out. I discover 
Murdoch and McPherson were friends, but not always. Murdoch has an occasional bad temper. He once threw McPherson's dog through a window. 

Despite this, Stackhurst believes the two were on good terms. It turns out Maud Bellamy and McPherson were engaged. 

A note confirming a meeting with her was found on McPherson. I go to look at the lagoon formed by a recent storm. I see McPherson's towel there 
and conclude he never went into the water.  We go and see Bellamy to see what she knows. As we approach, we Ian Murdoch emerge. Stackhurst

wants to know why Murdoch is there. Stackhurst hits Murdoch, then storms off.  (continued)

9.  “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” 



(“LION” cont.)  We visit Maud, and find her father and brother do not approve of the engagement, when they find out. Maud is unaware of any 
motive to harm McPherson. I find out Murdoch was a suitor to Bellamy. This may give Murdoch a motive. We find McPherson's dog dead at the pool 
where McPherson died. It obviously died in agony, much as its master did.  Inspector Bardle asks me if there is enough evidence to arrest Murdoch. 

I am sure there is not. The case is incomplete, as Murdoch has an alibi. I form a theory which might explain McPherson's death and is about to go 
back to the bathing pond to test it.  Murdoch arrives, helped by Stackhurst.  Murdoch has the same wounds McPherson had. In great agony, he calls 

for brandy, passes out, but finally recovers.  At the bathing pond, I spot the murderer: it is a Lion's Mane Jellyfish, a deadly creature. H

I kill it with a rock. Murdoch is exonerated, of course. It turns out Murdoch, given his former relationship with Maud, he was acting as a go-between 
for her and McPherson, but for the same reason, merely did not wish to discuss it with anyone. Stackhurst forgives Murdoch and gives him his job 

back. 

9.  “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” 



Sherlock Holmes is hired by a retired art supply dealer, Josiah Amberley, to look into his wife’s disappearance. She has left with a neighbor, Ray 
Ernest, taking a sizeable quantity of cash and securities. Amberley wants the two tracked down. Holmes is busy with another case, so he sends me to 

observe what I can. I do my best, observing Amberley is busy painting his house, which seems a bit odd. 

I witness Amberley’s wife’s unused theatre ticket; she and Ernest disappeared while Amberley went to the theatre alone. I also see Amberley’s 
strongroom from which the valuables were taken, as she had her own key. At the station to return home, I meet a stranger, who Holmes identifies as 

Barker, one of his rivals. Ernest’s family has hired him to find the missing gentleman.  A number of other things about Amberley are obvious. 

He is a miser, and as such is quite a jealous man. He is an avid chess player (so is Ernest, which is how they met), suggesting to Holmes he also has a 
scheming mind. Holmes suspects something, and so sends Amberley and me on a fool's errand to the remote village of Little Purlington, just to keep 

Amberley out of the way while Holmes breaks into his house to investigate it.   (continued)

10. “The Adventure of the Retired Colourman” 



(“RETI” cont.) He and Barker decide to work together.  Later Holmes confronts Amberley with the dramatic question "What did you do with the 
bodies?" Holmes manhandles Amberley just in time to stop him taking a poison pill. Amberley is obviously guilty. Holmes explains how he reached 

his conclusion.  Amberley’s alibi fell apart when Holmes discovered his seat at the Theatre had not been occupied on the night in question. 

Also, the painting was a clue. Holmes realized it was being done to mask a smell, and he soon discovered what that was: gas. He found a gas pipe 
leading into the strongroom with a tap outside. Amberley had lured his wife and her lover into the strongroom, locked them in, and turned the gas 

on, killing them. He had simply hidden the "stolen" valuables somewhere. 

In indelible pencil, one of the victims wrote "We we…", perhaps meaning to write "We were murdered."  The bodies are found in a disused well in 
the garden, hidden under a dog kennel, just where Holmes suggested the police look.  Holmes believes Amberley will likely end up at Broadmoor 

rather than on the scaffold, owing to his mental state. 

10. “The Adventure of the Retired Colourman” 



I am visited by Mrs. Merrilow, a landlady, who has an unusual lodger who never shows her face. She saw it once and it was mutilated. The lodger 
has taken to cursing in the night, shouting "Murder!" and "You cruel beast!“ Merrilow has brought this case to my attention as her tenant will not 

involve the police in something she would like to say. She has told her landlady to mention Abbas Parva, knowing I would understand the reference. 

Indeed I do. It was a tragic case in which a circus lion got loose and savaged two people, killing one and injuring the other.  The inquest ruled Ronder
was the victim of death by misadventure. Why had the lion turned on its feeders? Who was the man several people heard screaming when Ronder

had already been killed?  Upon arriving at Brixton, we are shown into Mrs. Ronder’s room, which she seldom leaves. She is wearing her veil. 

She wishes to confess before she dies. She tells us Ronder was a terrible husband, paying off fines for cruelty.  Mrs. Ronder had an lover in Leonardo, 
the circus strongman. He was supportive and encouraging. Eventually, Mrs. Ronder and Leonardo realized Ronder was not fit to live, and formed a 
plan to kill him. Leonardo made a club with five nails in it, which could deliver wounds that might be mistaken for those of a lion's paw. (continued)

11.  “The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger” 



(“VEIL” cont.) Then one night, Mrs. Ronder and Leonardo carried out the plan. When Mrs. Ronder and her husband went to feed the lion, Leonardo 
crept up behind and smashed Mr. Ronder’s head with the club, and Mrs. Ronder released the lion to make it appear it had broken free and done the 

deed. But the lion, having been driven into a frenzy by the scent of Ronder's blood, turned and pounced on Mrs. Ronder, badly wounding her. 

Leonardo started screaming and ran to get help from the other circus members. He could have saved his lover himself by using the club on the lion, 
but he was cowardly.  Mrs. Ronder could not bring herself to implicate Leonardo in the murder at the inquest, and is only now telling us this story 

because she believes that she will soon die. She never saw or heard of Leonardo again, and later learned that he had drowned.

Ever since the night of the incident, she has lived alone and veiled. I can only offer advice in this situation; realizing that Mrs. Ronder is 
contemplating suicide, I remind her life is worth something. She responds to this by lifting her veil, and the sight is ghastly. Holmes receives a bottle 

of prussic acid from Mrs. Ronder two days later. She was going to use it, but upon considering what I told her, she thought better of it.

11.  “The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger” 



Head trainer John Mason from Shoscombe Old Place, a racing stable, comes to Holmes about his master, Robert Norberton. Mason thinks he has 
gone mad. Robert’s sister, Beatrice Falder, owns Shoscombe, but it will revert to her late husband’s brother when she dies. The stable has a horse, 

Shoscombe Prince, who Sir Robert hopes will win the Derby. He would be out of debt if that happened. 

Mason is not quite sure what he wants Holmes to investigate, but a number of odd changes have happened: Why has Beatrice forgone her habit of 
stopping to greet her favorite horse? Why does she ride on by in her carriage? Why has Robert become so wild-eyed? Why has he given his sister’s 

dog away to a neighbor? 

Why does he go to the old crypt at night, and who is that man he meets? Why have burnt human bones been found in the furnace at Shoscombe? 
Holmes decides to investigate on the spot. We go to Berkshire posing as anglers and learn some interesting things. The innkeeper where they are 

staying is the one who now has Beatrice’s dog, and it is quite an expensive breed, one that an innkeeper ordinarily could never afford.   (continued)

12. “The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place ” 



(“SHOS” cont.) With the innkeeper’s permission, Holmes takes the dog for a walk, and goes to Shoscombe, where he releases it as Beatrice’s carriage 
nears. The dog dashes forward enthusiastically at first, but then flees in terror. Even though a maid and Beatrice are the only two people in the 

carriage, it is a male voice that yells "Drive on!"  Then there is the crypt. Mason observes a heap of bones there earlier is now gone. 

Holmes finds a coffin with a fresh, swathed body in it. Robert arrives, catching us. After Holmes makes it plain he has deduced most of the odd 
goings-on, Sir Robert invites us back to the house and explains everything. About a week earlier, Beatrice died of dropsy, and Robert felt compelled 

to keep the fact secret so the creditors would not swoop down on Shoscombe before he had a chance to win the Derby and pay off all his debts. 

He and the maid’s husband hid the body in the crypt, but found they had to dispose of an older body — in the furnace. This same man also dressed 
up in Beatrice’s clothes and took her place in the carriage. The dog knew what had happened and almost gave the game away.  Holmes refers the 

matter to the police; Shoscombe Prince wins the Derby, Robert escapes major penalty for what he did; and he pays off his debts. 

12. “The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place ” 



Publish Date Chronological Date

1 STUD A Study in Scarlet Beeton's Christmas Annual, London: Ward, Lock & Co. 1887 Fri, Mar 4 – Mon, Mar 7, 1881

2 SIGN The Sign of Four Philadelphia: Lippincott's Monthly Magazine, February, 1890 Tue, Sep 18 – Fri, Sep 21, 1888

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes London: George Newnes, Limited 1892

1 SCAN A Scandal in Bohemia The Strand Magazine, Jul 1891 Fri, May 20 – Sun, May 22, 1887

2 REDH The Red-Headed League The Strand Magazine, Aug 1891 Sat, Oct 29 – Sun, Oct, 30, 1887

3 IDEN A Case of Identity The Strand Magazine, Sep 1891 Tue, Oct 18 – Wed, Oct 19, 1887

4 BOSC The Boscombe Valley Mystery The Strand Magazine, Oct 1891 Sat, Jun 8 -- Sun, Jun 9, 1889

5 FIVE The Adventure of the Five Orange Pips The Strand Magazine, Nov 1891 Thu, Sep 29 – Fri, Sep 30, 1887

6 TWIS The Man with the Twisted Lip The Strand Magazine, Dec 1891 Sat, Jun 18 – Sun, Jun 19, 1887

7 BLUE The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle The Strand Magazine, Jan 1892 Tue, Dec 27, 1887

8 SPEC The Adventure of the Speckled Band The Strand Magazine, Feb 1892 Fri, Apr 6, 1883

9 ENGR The Adventure of the Engineer's Thumb The Strand Magazine, Mar 1892 Sat, Sep 7 – Sun, Sep 8, 1889

10 NOBL The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor The Strand Magazine, Apr 1892 Fri, Oct 8, 1886

11 BERY The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet The Strand Magazine, May 1892 Fri, Dec 19 – Sat, Dec 20, 1890

12 COPP The Adventure of the Copper Beeches The Strand Magazine, Jun 1892 Fri, Apr 5 – Sat, Apr 20, 1889

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes London, George Newnes, Limited 1894

1 SILV The Adventure of Silver Blaze The Strand Magazine, Dec 1892 Thu, Sep 25 and Tue, Sep 30, 1890

2 CARD The Adventure of the Cardboard Box The Strand Magazine, Jan 1893 Sat, Aug 31 – Mon, Sep 2, 1889

3 YELL The Adventure of the Yellow Face The Strand Magazine, Feb 1893 Sat, Apr 7, 1888

4 STOC The Adventure of the Stockbroker's Clerk The Strand Magazine, Mar 1893 Sat, Jun 15, 1889

5 GLOR The Adventure of the Gloria Scott The Strand Magazine, Apr 1893 Sun, Jul 12 – Tue, Aug 4 & Tue, Sep 22, 1874

6 MUSG The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual The Strand Magazine, May 1893 Thu, Oct 2, 1879

7 REIG The Adventure of the Reigate Squire The Strand Magazine, Jun 1893 Thu, Apr 14 – Tue, Apr 26, 1887

8 CROO The Adventure of the Crooked Man The Strand Magazine, Jul 1893 Wed, Sep 11 – Thu, Sep 12, 1889

9 RESI The Adventure of the Resident Patient The Strand Magazine, Aug 1893 Wed, Oct 6 – Thu, Oct 7, 1886

10 GREE The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter The Strand Magazine, Sep 1893 Wed, Sep 12, 1888

11 NAVA The Adventure of the Naval Treaty The Strand Magazine, Oct-Nov 1893 Tue, Jul 30 – Thu, Aug 1, 1889

12 FINA The Final Problem The Strand Magazine, Dec 1893 Fri, Apr 24 – Mon, May 4, 1891

3 HOUN The Hound of the Baskervilles The Strand Magazine, Aug 1901 – April, 1902 Tue, Sep 25 – Sat, Oct 20, 1888

The Return of Sherlock Holmes London, George Newnes, Ltd 1905

1 EMPT The Adventure of the Empty House The Strand Magazine, Oct 1903 Thu, Apr 5, 1894

2 NORW The Adventure of the Norwood Builder The Strand Magazine, Nov, 1903 Tue, Aug 20 – Wed, Aug 21, 1895

3 DANC The Adventure of the Dancing Men The Strand Magazine, Dec 1903 Wed, Jul 27 – Wed, Aug 10 & Sat, Aug 13, 1898



Publish Date Chronological Date

4 SOLI The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist The Strand Magazine, Jan 1904 Sat, Apr 13 – Sat, Apr 20, 1895

5 PRIO The Adventure of the Priory School The Strand Magazine, Feb 1904 Thu, May 16 – Sat, May 18, 1901

6 BLAC The Adventure of Black Peter The Strand Magazine, Mar 1904 Wed, Jul 3 – Fri, Jul 5, 1895

7 CHAS The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton The Strand Magazine, Apr 1904 Thu, Jan 5 – Sat, Jan 14, 1899

8 SIXN The Adventure of the Six Napoleons The Strand Magazine, May 1904 Fri, Jun 8 – Sun, Jun 10, 1900

9 3STU The Adventure of the Three Students The Strand Magazine, Jun 1904 Fri, Apr 5 – Sat, Apr 6, 1895

10 GOLD The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez The Strand Magazine, Jul 1904 Wed, Nov 14 – Thu, Nov 15, 1894

11 MISS The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter The Strand Magazine, Aug 1904 Tue, Dec 8 – Thu, Dec 10, 1896

12 ABBE The Adventure of the Abbey Grange The Strand Magazine, Sep 1904 Sat, Jan 23, 1897

13 SECO The Adventure of the Second Stain The Strand Magazine, Dec 1904 Tue, Oct 12 – Fri, Oct 15, 1886

His Last Bow London: John Murray, 1917

1 WIST The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge The Strand Magazine, Sep & Oct 1908 Mon, Mar 24 – Sat, Mar 29, 1890

2 BRUC The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans The Strand Magazine, Dec 1908 Thu, Nov 21 – Sat, Nov 23, 1895

3 DEVI The Adventure of the Devil's Foot The Strand Magazine, Dec 1910 Tue, Mar 16 – Sat, Mar 20, 1897

4 REDC The Adventure of the Red Circle The Strand Magazine, Mar-Apr 1911 Wed, Sep 24 – Thu, Sep 25, 1902

5 LADY Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax The Strand Magazine, Dec 1911 Tue, Jul 1 – Fri, Jul 18, 1902

6 DYIN The Adventure of the Dying Detective The Strand Magazine, Dec 1913 Sat, Nov 19, 1887

7 LAST His Last Bow: The War Service of Sherlock Holmes The Strand Magazine, Sep 1917 Sun, Aug 2, 1914

4 VALL The Valley of Fear The Strand Magazine, Sep – Dec 1914 Sat, Jan 7 – Sun, Jan 8, 1888

Casebook of Sherlock Holmes London: John Murray 1927

1 MAZA The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone The Strand Magazine, Oct 1921 Summer, 1903 (one day)

2 THOR The Problem of Thor Bridge The Strand Magazine, Feb-Mar 1922 Thu, Oct 4 – Fri, Oct 5, 1900

3 CREE The Adventure of the Creeping Man The Strand Magazine, Mar 1923 Sun, Sep 6 – Mon, Sep 14 & Tue, Sep 22, 1903

4 SUSS The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire The Strand Magazine, Jan 1924 Thu, Nov 19 – Sat, Nov 21, 1896

5 3GAR The Adventure of the Three Garridebs The Strand Magazine, Jan 1925 Thu, Jun 26 – Fri, Jun 27, 1902

6 ILLU The Adventure of the Illustrious Client The Strand Magazine, Feb-Mar 1925 Wed, Sep 3 – Tue, Sep 16, 1902

7 3GAB The Adventure of the Three Gables The Strand Magazine, Oct 1926 Tue, May 26 – Wed, May 27, 1903

8 BLAN The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier The Strand Magazine, Nov 1926 Wed, Jan 7 – Mon, Jan 12, 1903

9 LION The Adventure of the Lion's Mane The Strand Magazine, Dec 1926 Tue, Jul 27 – Thu, Aug 3, 1909

10 RETI The Adventure of the Retired Colourman The Strand Magazine, Jan 1927 Thu, Jul 28 – Sat, Jul 30, 1898

11 VEIL The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger The Strand Magazine, Feb 1927 Oct, 1896 (one day)

12 SHOS The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place The Strand Magazine, Apr 1927 Tue, May 6 – Wed, May 7, 1902



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…
So we have completed 

topic B009 in our series… 



Original Source Material for this topic:

• The Arthur Conan Doyle Encyclopedia:  http://www.arthur-conan-doyle.com
• The Sherlock Holmes Chronology:  http://www.diogenes-club.com/hoybaringgould.htm

http://www.arthur-conan-doyle.com/
http://www.diogenes-club.com/hoybaringgould.htm
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