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WELCOME TO TOPIC NUMBER # 137é TODAY WE WILL
BE LOOKING AT CRIMINAL INSANITY DURING  THE
VICTORIAN PERIOD.
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I N ' THE ADVENTURE OF THE RETI RED COLOURMAN, 0
YOU NOTED THAT JOSI AH AMBERLEYOS
'MENTALITY' WOULD HAVE MOST LIKELY SENT HIM
TO BROADMOOR, THE CRIMINAL LUNATIC ASYLUM,
RATHER THAN THE SCAFFOLD.




THIS POSSIBLE OPTION FOR AMBERLEY REFLECTED
SHIFTS IN THE VICTORIAN DEFINITIONS OF AND
ATTITUDES TOWARD MENTAL ILLNESS.




OF PARTICULAR INTEREST FOR THE MISER,
WERE THE LAWS REGARDING PUNISHMENT OF
CRIMINALS CONSIDERED INCOMPETENT OF
RATIONAL THOUGHT.




PRIOR TO THE 1800s, AN INSANITY PLEA REQUIRED
DEFENDANTS TO SHOW OBVIOUS SIGNS OF MADNESS
AND PROOF THAT THEY COULD NOT DISTINGUISH
BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL OR JUDGE THE
CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR ACTIONS.




