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WELCOME TO TOPIC NUMBER # 121… TODAY WE WILL BE 
LOOKING AT THE CONCEPT OF FREEMASONRY DURING 

THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE RED-HEADED LEAGUE,' 
HOLMES NOTED JABEZ WILSON WAS A FREEMASON 

BECAUSE HE WORE AN ARC-AND-COMPASS 
BREASTPIN…



SIMILARLY, IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE NORWOOD 
BUILDER,' BOTH HOLMES AND WATSON 

IDENTIFIED JOHN MCFARLANE AS A FREEMASON 
BECAUSE OF A WATCH-CHARM.



WHILE FREEMASONRY CAN TRACE ITS ROOTS BACK 
TO AT LEAST THE 14TH CENTURY, THE FRATERNAL 

ORGANIZATION AS IT IS KNOWN TODAY 
DEVELOPED IN THE EARLY 1700s IN ENGLAND AND 
SCOTLAND WHEN THE FIRST GRAND LODGE WAS 

FORMED IN 1717.



THE COMPASS ON WILSON’S BREASTPIN (AND MOST 
LIKELY PART OF MCFARLANE’S WATCH-CHARM)—

ALONG WITH THE SQUARE—APPEARS IN 
FREEMASONRY’S MOST COMMON SYMBOLS AND 
REPRESENTS THE ORGANIZATION’S ORIGINS. 



ANCIENT ARCHITECTURAL TOOLS SUCH AS THE 
COMPASS AND SQUARE WERE USED TO MAKE 

STRAIGHT LINES AND ANGLES…



IN THE CENTER THE LETTER G WILL OFTEN BE 
INCLUDED, ALTHOUGH VARIOUS MEANINGS HAVE 
BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO THE LETTER, INCLUDING 

'GEOMETRY,' AND 'GOD.'



CURRENT MASONIC TEACHINGS NOTE THAT THE 
COMPASS REPRESENTS ONE’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
OTHERS, AS BEING HONORABLE AND TRUTHFUL… THE 

SQUARE REPRESENTS SELF-CONTROL. TOGETHER, 
ONE LEADS A 'TRUE AND VIRTUOUS' LIFE. 



FREEMASON ORIGINS ARE SHROUDED IN MYSTERY. 



WHILE STONE MASONS WERE EMPLOYED IN THE 
BUILDING OF EGYPT’S PYRAMIDS AND THE TEMPLE 

IN JERUSALEM, STONE MASONS DID NOT 
ORGANIZE INTO GUILDS UNTIL THE MIDDLE AGES 

AS A MEANS OF CONTROLLING THEIR CRAFT. 



AS DEMAND FOR CATHEDRALS DECLINED, THE 
GUILDS BEGAN TO ACCEPT NON-WORKING MEMBERS 

TO MAINTAIN THEIR RANKS.



AS THE HONORARY MEMBERS DOMINATED THE 
ORGANIZATION, THE LODGES SHIFTED INTO THE 
SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY RECOGNIZED TODAY.



JUST AS WITH THE GUILDS, WHERE NEW WORKERS 
ENTERED AS APPRENTICES TO LEARN THEIR TRADE, 
MASONS TODAY PASS THROUGH THREE 'DEGREES' 

OF MEMBERSHIP… APPRENTICE, FELLOW CRAFT 
(SKILLED MEMBER), AND MASTER MASON.



FOUR LODGES IN ENGLAND JOINED TO CREATE 
THE PREMIER GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND IN 

1717, BECOMING THE FOCAL POINT OF 
BRITISH MASONRY…



…WITH ITS MEMBERS SPREADING ACROSS EUROPE 
AND BEYOND AS NEW LODGES FORMED IN BOTH 

THE NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES -- GEORGE 
WASHINGTON WAS A MASON -- AS WELL AS FAR 

EAST AS RUSSIA.



THE PREMIER GRAND LODGE INTRODUCED THE 
FIRST DEGREE… MASTER MASON… ABOVE THE 

FELLOW CRAFT, AND ADDITIONAL HIGH DEGREES 
FOLLOWED, IDENTIFIED AS SCOTTISH DEGREES… 

REFERRING TO THE RITES, NOT SCOTLAND ITSELF. 



FRENCH MASONRY, HOWEVER, ADDED EVEN MORE 
DEGREES, DESCRIBED BY ETIENNE MORIN IN 1763 

IN HIS MANUSCRIPT ORDER OF THE ROYAL SECRET.



WHEN MORIN TRAVELED TO JAMAICA, HE 
EMPOWERED ANOTHER MASON, HENRY ANDREW 

FRANCKEN TO ESTABLISH LODGES IN THE COLONIES. 



FRANCKEN ALSO TRANSLATED MORIN’S 
MANUSCRIPT INTO ENGLISH, WHICH CREATED THE 

BASIS FOR THE SCOTTISH RITE APPENDANT 
ORGANIZATION OPERATING PRIMARILY IN NORTH 

AMERICA IN 1768.



PART OF THE MYSTERY OF FREEMASONRY INVOLVES 
BOTH THESE RITES AS WELL AS THE SYMBOLISM 

RUNNING THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION. 



DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF SUCH SYMBOLS 
RELATED TO THE MASONRY CRAFT PRIOR TO 

WIDESPREAD LITERACY. 



WHILE COMMON TO VARIOUS LODGES AND 
COUNTRIES, THE MEANING MAY SHIFT BETWEEN 
THEM… TRUE FREEMASON SCHOLARS SPEND TIME 
STUDYING THESE SYMBOLS FOR THEIR DEEPER 

MEANING WITHIN THEIR SOCIETY. 



SOME OF THE MOST COMMON INCLUDE ACACIA 
WOOD, THE DOUBLE HEADED EAGLE, THE BLAZING 

STAR, THE LAMB, THE GAVEL, THE SHEAF OF CORN, 
AND THE EYE.



ADDITIONALLY, SPECIFIC DRESS IS WORN AT 
MEETINGS AND OTHER GATHERINGS… THESE INCLUDE 
THE APRON, THE CABLE TOW, AND BLUE SHOES OR 
SLIPPERS… FREEMASONS ALSO GREET AND KNOW 

EACH OTHER WITH SPECIAL HANDSHAKES BASED ON 
THEIR RANK WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION.



WHILE CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE SOCIETY—SUCH 
AS PARTICULAR RITUALS—ARE SHARED ONLY WITH 
MEMBERS… AND AT TIMES ONLY WITH THOSE OF A 

CERTAIN RANK…



NEITHER DID JABEZ WILSON OR JOHN 
MCFARLANE, MAKING IT RELATIVELY EASY FOR 
HOLMES TO RECOGNIZE THEIR AFFILIATION.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 121 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 122, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE USE OF TWEED DURING THE 
VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://WWW.LIVESCIENCE.COM/FREEMASONS.HTML
• HTTPS://BEAFREEMASON.ORG/FAQ
• HTTPS://WWW.MASONIC-LODGE-OF-EDUCATION.COM/SQUARE-AND-COMPASSES.HTML
• HTTPS://WWW.HISTORY.COM/NEWS/FREEMASONS-FACTS-SYMBOLS-HANDSHAKE-MEANING
• HTTPS://BEAFREEMASON.ORG/MASONIC-LIFE
• HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/BIOGRAPHY/CLEMENT-XII
• HTTPS://BEAFREEMASON.ORG/DEGREES
• HTTPS://SCOTTISHRITE.ORG/ABOUT/HISTORY/
• HTTPS://WWW.MASONIC-LODGE-OF-EDUCATION.COM/FREEMASON-SYMBOLS.HTML
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