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WELCOME TO TOPIC NUMBER # 120… TODAY WE WILL BE 
LOOKING AT THE MORE IMPORTANT LAWS PASSED 

DURING OUR PERIOD.



DURING OUR LIFETIME, ALL THE LAWS IN ENGLAND 
WERE PASSED BY THE PARLIAMENT… THE 

PARLIAMENT HAD THE SOLE AUTHORITY TO 
DISCUSS LAWS, CREATE LAWS AND ALTER 

EXISTING LAWS. 



THE CURRENT ISSUES AFFECTING THE SOCIETY, 
AND ECONOMY WERE DISCUSSED WITH THE KING 

OR QUEEN… THEN THE VOTING RIGHTS WERE 
EXERCISED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT.



THE SUCCESS OF ENGLAND DURING OUR TIME 
DEPENDED LARGELY ON THE LAWS THAT WERE 

PASSED. THE LAWS IN THE VICTORIAN ERA SERVED 
THE FOLLOWING PURPOSE:



FIRST… THE PASSAGE OF LAWS CLASSIFIED 
THINGS AS RIGHTS AND WRONGS; AND SECOND, 
THE LAWS SEPARATED THE POOR FROM THE RICH.



IT IS DUE TO THE LAWS IN THE VICTORIAN ERA 
THAT THE SOCIETY OF ENGLAND HAD A DIFFERENT 

CLASS STRATA IN THE 1800S. 



BUT IN SPITE OF THE STRINGENCY, WE HAD SEEN 
THAT THE LAWS WERE MOLDED BY THE SOCIETY. 
THIS WAS DONE BY EITHER THE DIRECT CONSENT 
OF THE PEOPLE OR IN AN INDIRECT WAY, BY THE 

ACTIONS OF THE CITIZENS.



THE MOST PROMINENT LAWS INCLUDED THE 
REFORM ACTS, CORN LAWS, POOR LAWS, AND THE 

MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT. 



THE REFORM ACTS STARTED IN THE 1830S, AND IT 
EXPANDED ENGLISH CITIZEN’S REPRESENTATION IN 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE… THIS LED TO FAIRER 
REPRESENTATION. 

The Reform Acts



LATER ON, INSTEAD OF THE PRIVILEGE OF HIGH 
SOCIETY, VOTING BECAME A FUNCTION OF THE 
RIGHT OF CITIZENSHIP… THERE WERE THREE 

REFORM ACTS THAT WERE PASSED DURING THE 
VICTORIAN ERA.



THE FIRST REFORM IN 1832 GUARANTEED THE 
VOTING RIGHT TO ANY MAN WHOSE HOUSE WAS 

WORTH AT LEAST A CERTAIN MONETARY AMOUNT.



IN 1867, THE SECOND REFORM ACT ADDED ALMOST 
1,000,000 VOTERS TO THE ROLLS… MANY FEARED 

ADDITIONAL VOTERS WOULD HURT THE MONARCHY 
AND GROW DEMOCRATIC REFORMS.



THE FINAL REFORM WAS PASSED IN 1884, WHICH 
ALLOWED ALMOST ALL MALE FARM WORKERS TO 
VOTE… NOTICE, WOMEN DURING THE VICTORIAN 

ERA WERE STILL NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE.



THE CORN LAWS CONSISTED OF A SERIES OF LAWS 
ENACTED IN 1815… DUE TO PARLIAMENT’S CONCERN 
OVER IMPORTATION OF CORN, THE LAW KEPT CORN 

PRICES HIGH. 

The Corn Acts



SADLY, THE LAWS KEPT ALL FOOD PRICES HIGH, 
WHICH BENEFITED THE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 

MANY WHO WERE LANDOWNERS.



PRIME MINISTER EARL GREY PASSED THE POOR 
LAWS IN 1833 TO DEAL WITH CONDITIONS OF THE 

WORKING AND POOR CLASSES.

The Poor Acts



… AND HE HAD A TEA NAMED AFTER HIM ALSO…



THE POOR LAWS STATED: NO ABLE-BODIED PERSON 
WAS TO RECEIVE MONEY OR OTHER HELP UNLESS 

THEY WERE IN A WORKHOUSE;



THE POOR LAWS STATED: WITH AN AIM TO 
DISCOURAGE PEOPLE FROM RECEIVING HELP, 

WORKHOUSE CONDITIONS WERE TO BE MADE VERY 
HARSH;



THE POOR LAWS STATED: EVERY PARISH OR UNION 
OF PARISHES WOULD HAVE A WORKHOUSE;



THE POOR LAWS STATED: EACH WORKHOUSE 
WOULD ELECT A BOARD OF GUARDIANS FOR 

SUPERVISION OF THE WORKHOUSE;



THE POOR LAWS STATED: A THREE-MAN CENTRAL 
POOR LAW COMMISSION SUPERVISED THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACT.



OUR ERA HAD A WIDE GAP BETWEEN THE POOR, 
MIDDLE, AND UPPER CLASS. THE REASON WAS THE 
LAWS THAT SEEMED TO BENEFIT THE RICH, HURT 

THE MIDDLE, WORKING CLASS AND THE POOR.



PRIME MINISTER EARL GREY, WANTING TO 
CONTROL THE GAP WITH GROWING MIDDLE AND 

LOWER CLASSES, ENACTED THE POOR LAWS.



HOWEVER, BEING FROM THE UPPER CLASS, HE WAS 
UNABLE TO COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND THE LIVING 

CONDITION OF THE POOR.



BEFORE THE POOR LAW AMENDMENT, REPORTS 
ABOUT THE CONDITIONS OF THE WORKHOUSES 
ACROSS ENGLAND WERE ASKED… AS ONE WOULD 
EXPECT, THE REPORTS GIVEN BY THE WORKHOUSE 

OFFICIALS WERE NOT HONEST.



PRIME MINISTER WILLIAM GLADSTONE, IN 1882, 
PASSED THE MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ACT. 

The Married Women’s Property Rights Act



AS PER ENGLISH COMMON LAW, WOMEN DID NOT 
HAVE ANY RIGHT TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY OR 
MAKE A WILL AFTER MARRIAGE WITHOUT THE 

CONSENT OF THEIR HUSBAND.



ONLY WIDOWS COULD CLAIM ANY PROPERTY FOR 
THEMSELVES. 



IN MARRIAGE, THE HUSBAND RETAINED HIS 
PROPERTY AND MOST OF HIS WIFE’S PROPERTY.



IN OUR SOCIETY, THE UNMARRIED WOMAN 
ACTUALLY HAD MUCH MORE RIGHTS THAN THE 

MARRIED WOMAN HAD. 



A WOMAN WANTING TO DIVORCE HER HUSBAND IS 
LOOKED DOWN UPON; THEY WERE NOT GIVEN ANY 
OF THEIR PROPERTY OWNED BEFORE MARRIAGE.



THE NEW LAW GAVE MARRIED WOMEN EQUAL 
RIGHTS TO THE AVERAGE UNMARRIED WOMAN. 



ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS TO 
THEIR HUSBANDS, THIS WAS NEVERTHELESS A 
HUGE PROGRESS FOR THE MARRIED WOMAN.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 120 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 121, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE CONCEPT OF FREEMASONRY DURING 
THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR FOR THIS TOPIC:

• VAIJAYANTI JOSHI, HTTP://WWW.VICTORIAN-ERA.ORG/LAWS-IN-THE-VICTORIAN-ERA.HTML

Victorian-Era.org

Victorian Era Information 

for Kids

http://www.victorian-era.org/laws-in-the-victorian-era.html
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