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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 119…  TODAY, WE WILL 
VISITING VARIOUS VICTORIAN GARDENS…



GARDEN DESIGN, LIKE MANY OTHER ASPECTS OF 
LIFE, IS SUBJECT TO CHANGING FADS AND 
FASHIONS, OFTEN DRIVEN BY CHANGES IN 

TECHNOLOGY AND IN SOCIAL TRENDS.



NOWHERE IS THIS MORE TRUE THAN IN THE 
VICTORIAN ERA, WHERE MANY GARDEN FEATURES 

THAT WE NOW THINK OF AS TYPICALLY VICTORIAN 
CAN BE TRACED BACK TO CHANGES IN SOCIETY… 

AND GIVE US A FASCINATING INSIGHT INTO THE 
PERIOD THROUGH THE GARDENS OF THE TIME.



WE ARE PARTICULARLY LUCKY IN BRITAIN, AS 
MANY VICTORIAN GARDENS HAVE EITHER 

SURVIVED, OR HAVE BEEN RE-CREATED, AND YOU 
CAN VISIT AND ENJOY THEM TODAY. 



ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC TYPES OF GARDEN FROM 
THE VICTORIAN PERIOD IS THE KITCHEN GARDEN.



AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, KITCHEN GARDENS 
EXISTED TO GROW FOOD AND PRODUCE FOR 

CONSUMPTION BY THE HOUSEHOLD.



SOME KITCHEN GARDENS WERE MERELY VEGETABLE 
PLOTS, GROWING BASIC NATIVE PRODUCE, SUCH 
AS LETTUCES, CABBAGES, PEAS AND BEANS THAT 

WOULD THRIVE IN THE BRITISH CLIMATE.



OFTEN AN AREA WOULD BE SET ASIDE AS A 
HERB GARDEN SO THAT THE COOK COULD ADD A 

LITTLE FLAIR AND FLAVOR TO THE DISHES 
BEING PREPARED.



OTHER KITCHEN GARDENS WERE ALTOGETHER MORE 
AMBITIOUS ALTHOUGH NOT EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

VICTORIAN PERIOD, MANY WALLED GARDENS WERE 
CREATED AT THIS TIME, WITH THE (USUALLY 
BRICK) WALLS CREATING A MICRO-CLIMATE…



…WHICH COULD BE A FEW DEGREES WARMER THAN 
AN OPEN GARDEN… THIS SHELTERED AREA 

ENABLED MORE DELICATE PLANTS TO THRIVE, 
AND ALLOWED FOR A MORE VARIED MENU.



SOME KITCHEN GARDENS COULD BE QUITE LARGE - 
DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE HOUSEHOLD THEY 

BELONGED TO. 



AS A RULE OF THUMB, AN ACRE OF KITCHEN 
GARDEN WAS EXPECTED TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR 

12 PEOPLE.



KITCHEN GARDENS FOR WELL-TO-DO 
HOUSEHOLDS WOULD OFTEN FEATURE COLD 

FRAMES, AND EVEN GLASS HOUSES.



THESE WOULD ALLOW THE CULTIVATION OF A MUCH 
WIDER RANGE OF PRODUCE, INCLUDING FIGS, GRAPES 
AND NECTARINES, AND EVEN ALLOW PLANTS TO BE 

GROWN OUTSIDE THEIR USUAL SEASON.



THE ABILITY TO SERVE GUESTS WITH SUMMER 
DISHES IN THE WINTER WAS AN IMPRESSIVE 

SOCIAL TALKING POINT IN AN ERA BEFORE THE 
ELECTRIC REFRIGERATION AND FOOD IMPORTS BY 

AIR-FREIGHT THAT WE ENJOY TODAY.



SUCH IS THE ENDURING INTEREST IN THE 
VICTORIAN KITCHEN GARDEN, THAT THE BBC 
BROADCAST A 13 PART TELEVISION SERIES OF 

THE SAME NAME IN THE 1980s. 



THE SERIES FOLLOWED THE RE-CREATION OF AN 
AUTHENTIC WORKING KITCHEN GARDEN FROM A 

DERELICT SITE AT CHILTON FOLEAT.



ALTHOUGH MANY KITCHEN GARDENS ARE WALLED, 
IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO THINK THAT ALL 
WALLED GARDENS WERE CREATED EXCLUSIVELY 

FOR PRODUCE.



MANY WALLED GARDENS CONTAIN BEAUTIFUL 
DISPLAYS OF FLOWERS CULTIVATED FOR THEIR 

AESTHETIC VALUE.



THE SHELTERED MICROCLIMATE PROVIDED BY 
GARDEN WALLS WAS NOT ENOUGH TO ALLOW ALL 
SPECIES TO THRIVE, SO A FEW WALLED GARDENS 

WERE BUILT WITH HEATED WALLS! 



THIS WAS ACHIEVED BY MAKING A WALL 
HOLLOW, SO THAT A FIRE COULD BE LIT, WITH 
OPENINGS ON THE GARDEN-SIDE TO DIRECT THE 
HEAT TOWARDS THE PLANTS, AND A FLUE AT THE 

TOP FOR THE SMOKE.



SADLY, A LOT OF WALLED GARDENS HAVE FALLEN 
INTO DISREPAIR, AS THEY CAN BE VERY LABOR-
INTENSIVE TO MAINTAIN BUT THERE ARE STILL 
MANY EXCELLENT EXAMPLES THAT YOU CAN SEE 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.



IN THE VICTORIAN ERA THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
WAS AT ITS PEAK, AND BRITAIN WAS THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL TRADING NATION IN THE WORLD. 



THOUSANDS OF BRITONS TRAVELED OVERSEAS TO 
ADMINISTER THE EMPIRE, AND BRITISH TRADING 

COMPANIES ALSO SENT THEIR EMPLOYEES 
AROUND THE WORLD ON BUSINESS.



WITH BRITAIN'S GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE, AND 
IMPROVED TRANSPORT BY LAND AND SEA, 

OVERSEAS LEISURE TRAVEL STARTED TO BECOME 
INCREASINGLY POPULAR IN THE HIGHER ECHELONS 

OF SOCIETY.



KEEN GARDENERS WERE INSPIRED BY THE PLANTS 
THEY SAW ON THEIR TRAVELS, AND OFTEN 

BROUGHT SPECIMENS BACK TO BRITAIN WHEN 
THEY RETURNED.



THE ROCKERY BECAME A FEATURE OF 
VICTORIAN GARDENS, AS IT WAS IDEAL FOR 

DISPLAYING ALPINES, AND PLANTS FROM 
MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS.



SOME DELICATE SPECIMENS SUCH AS ORCHIDS 
WERE UNSUITED TO THE BRITISH CLIMATE, BUT 
COULD EITHER BE PLANTED IN WALLED GARDENS 
OR IF MORE WARMTH WAS REQUIRED, IN THE 

POPULAR GLASSHOUSES.



RETURNING TOURISTS ALSO BROUGHT BACK 
INCREASINGLY COLORFUL FLOWERS, WHICH WERE 

PLANTED IN FORMAL BEDS TO FORM BRIGHT, 
CHEERFUL DISPLAYS OF COLOR.



EVEN SPECIMENS OF NON-NATIVE TREES WERE 
BROUGHT BACK TO BE PLANTED IN BRITAIN AND 
SEVERAL ARBORETUMS WHICH YOU CAN STILL 
VISIT AND ENJOY TODAY WERE CREATED BY 

VICTORIAN SPECIMEN HUNTERS.



ITALIAN-STYLE GARDENS WERE ALSO POPULAR 
DURING THE EARLY VICTORIAN PERIOD, NO DOUBT 

INSPIRED BY GARDENS THEIR CREATORS HAD 
ENJOYED IN ITALY. 



MANY OF THESE ITALIAN-STYLE GARDENS WERE 
CREATED ON TERRACES BEHIND THE LARGE HOUSE, 
AND SEPARATED FROM THE REST OF THE GARDENS 

WITH STONE BALUSTRADES.



DESIGN AND PLANTING OF THE INCREASINGLY 
POPULAR TERRACE GARDENS WAS USUALLY OF A 

FORMAL STYLE, WITH SYMMETRICAL BEDS 
SEPARATED BY GRAVEL PATHS OR AREAS OF LAWN.



STATUES OR STONE FOUNTAINS OFTEN FEATURED 
AS CENTER-PIECES TO CREATE A FOCAL POINT 

FOR THE DESIGN…



…AND TOPIARY TREES OR LOW HEDGES WERE 
OFTEN INCORPORATED IN THE DESIGNS.



VICTORIAN TERRACE GARDENS OFTEN FEATURED 
BRIGHTLY COLORED PLANTS AND FLOWERS FOR 
MAXIMUM VISUAL IMPACT - AS BRIGHT FLORAL 
DISPLAYS WERE PARTICULARLY POPULAR IN THE 

EARLY PART OF VICTORIA'S REIGN.



ALTHOUGH WE NOW THINK OF A BEAUTIFULLY 
TENDED GREEN LAWN AS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF 
ANY GARDEN, UNTIL VICTORIAN TIMES, THINGS 

WERE VERY DIFFERENT…



IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, A GRASS 
LAWN WOULD ONLY HAVE BEEN FOUND ON THE 

ESTATES OF THE ARISTOCRACY.



NOT ONLY WAS IT EXTRAVAGANT TO SET ASIDE 
LAND FROM FOOD PRODUCTION, BUT THE 

MANAGEMENT OF A LAWN WAS INCREDIBLY LABOR 
INTENSIVE, AS IT HAD TO BE CUT WITH A SCYTHE.



ONCE AGAIN WE SEE THAT VICTORIAN GARDENS 
REFLECT THE NEW TECHNOLOGY MADE POSSIBLE 
BY THE CONTINUING INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION…



IN 1830, EDWIN BEARD BUDDING, AN ENGINEER 
FROM STROUD IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE INVENTED 
THE FIRST LAWNMOWER AFTER BEING INSPIRED 
BY A CLOTH TRIMMING MACHINE HE SAW IN A 

LOCAL WEAVING MILL.



ONCE BUDDING'S PATENTS HAD LAPSED IN THE 
1850S, MANY MANUFACTURERS STARTED 

OFFERING LAWNMOWERS…



…AND NEATLY-CROPPED LAWNS STARTED TO BECOME 
A POPULAR FEATURE OF VICTORIAN GARDENS.



UNTIL THE VICTORIAN ERA, GLASSHOUSES WERE 
A RARITY, AS GLASS WAS EXPENSIVE AND 

HEAVILY TAXED…



…SO GLASSHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES HAD 
BEEN BEYOND THE MEANS OF EVEN RELATIVELY 

WEALTHY FAMILIES.



IN VICTORIA'S REIGN, JOSEPH PAXTON DESIGNED 
LARGE AND IMPRESSIVE GLASSHOUSES FOR THE 

VICTORIAN 'SUPER-RICH', AND THESE WERE A WAY OF 
UNDERLINING THEIR WEALTH AND SOCIAL STATUS.



DURING THIS PERIOD, THE SLIGHTLY LESS WEALTHY, 
AND EVEN MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILIES ASPIRED TO 

OWNING A GLASSHOUSE OF THEIR OWN.



THE VICTORIAN ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT SOON 
FOUND WAYS TO MEET THIS DEMAND.



NEW PLAINER DESIGNS WERE CREATED, AND THE 
MASS PRODUCTION OF MANY OF THE 

COMPONENTS REQUIRED FOR GLASSHOUSES (E.G. 
BRICKS, GLASS, CAST IRON AND EVEN PAINT)…



…MEANT THAT THEY COULD BE CONSTRUCTED AT A 
MORE REASONABLE COST.



IN 1845 THE GLASS TAX WAS REPEALED, AND IN 
1851 THE WINDOW TAX WAS ALSO ABOLISHED, 
MAKING GLASSHOUSES MORE AFFORDABLE AND 

THUS STIMULATING DEMAND.



IN ADDITION TO FULL-SIZE GLASSHOUSES, COLD 
FRAMES BECAME POPULAR, AS THEY COULD 

PROVIDE MANY OF THE BENEFITS OF A 
GLASSHOUSE AT MUCH LOWER COST.



TAKING ALL THESE FACTORS INTO ACCOUNT, 
IT'S EASY TO SEE WHY THE POPULARITY OF 

GLASSHOUSES AND COLD FRAMES SURGED DURING 
VICTORIAN TIMES.



TOWARDS THE END OF THE VICTORIAN PERIOD 
THERE WAS A TREND AWAY FROM FORMAL 

GARDENS, TOWARDS A MORE NATURAL OR WILD 
STYLE, INCLUDING WOODLAND-STYLE GARDENS.



WILLIAM ROBINSON WHO ALSO HELPED TO 
POPULARIZE THE ENGLISH COTTAGE GARDEN AND 
THE HERBACEOUS OR 'MIXED' BORDER WAS AN 

ADVOCATE OF A LESS FORMAL STYLE OF PLANTING.



HE ALSO INTRODUCED THE USE OF ALPINE PLANTS 
IN ROCKERIES, AND THE IDEA OF SOWING LARGE 
NATURAL LOOKING DRIFTS OF PERENNIALS IN 
WOODLAND AND MEADOW AREAS - AN IDEA 

WHICH REMAINS POPULAR TODAY.



THE RAPID CHANGES IN SOCIETY AND TECHNOLOGY 
THAT TOOK PLACE IN VICTORIAN TIMES AS THE 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION CONTINUED, HAD A 

PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE GARDENS OF THE TIME.



MANY OF THE FEATURES WE NOW THINK OF AS 
'TYPICALLY VICTORIAN' SUCH AS WALLED 

GARDENS, GLASSHOUSES…



…LAWNS, TERRACES AND ROCKERIES CAN BE 
TRACED BACK TO THESE FACTORS.



THE VICTORIAN GARDEN IS A FASCINATING 
EXAMPLE OF THE LINK BETWEEN A CHANGING 

SOCIETY AND THE GARDENS IT CREATES.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 119 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 120, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT FAMOUS VICTORIAN LAWS.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-GARDENS.ASP
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