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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 103… TODAY WE WILL BE 
LOOKING AT DRESSES AND UNDERGARMENTS 

DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD…



VICTORIAN DRESS WAS TRADITIONALLY VERY 
ELEGANT AND LAVISHLY TRIMMED WITH ALL 

MANNER OF LACE FRILLS, BRAID, FRINGES AND 
FULL GATHERS.



FULL SKIRTS WERE SUPPORTED ON A RIGID FRAME 
CALLED A CRINOLINE AND LATER BUSTLES AT THE 
REAR WERE THE HEIGHT OF VICTORIAN FASHION 

FOR WELL-TO-DO LADIES.



HOWEVER, PRUDISHNESS STILL GOVERNED THE 
COVERING OF A LADY’S ARMS AND LEGS RIGHT 

DOWN TO THE ANKLE.



BENEATH THE FULL SKIRTS, WHICH 
THEMSELVES MAY HAVE HAD AT LEAST THREE 

YARDS OF FABRIC, WERE NUMEROUS 
PETTICOATS AND LAYERS OF UNDERGARMENTS.



BY CONTRAST, BODICES WERE WORN 
TIGHTLY FITTED. 



LACED CORSETS, LIKE STRAIGHTJACKETS, WERE 
USED TO GIVE WOMEN A NARROW WAIST AND 

SHAPELY BODY…



…CONTOURED FURTHER BY THE ADDITION 
OF WHALEBONES AND STEEL INSERTED 

INTO THE BODICE.



NO WONDER VICTORIAN LADIES WERE PRONE TO 
FAINTING, EITHER FROM THE HEAT OF SO MANY 
LAYERS, OR FROM THE INABILITY TO BREATHE!



VICTORIAN DRESSES WERE FINISHED WITH 
SEVERAL LAYERS OF UNDER SLEEVES BENEATH…



…THE WIDE DRESS SLEEVES OF THE 1850S AND 
TRIMMED WITH FINE LACE OR OTHER DETAIL.



An additional collar would finish the 
dress… Everything would have been 

handmade for the wearer by a 
tailoress or dressmaker.



TO COMPLETE THE OUTFIT WHEN VENTURING 
OUTDOORS, VICTORIAN DRESSES WERE TOPPED 

WITH PELERINES…



…WHICH WERE SHORT CAPES OR SLEEVELESS 
JACKETS, OFTEN MADE OF FUR. 



THEY WERE FINISHED WITH LONG POINTED ENDS 
AT THE FRONT… IN SUMMER, LADIES WOULD CARRY 
A FAN OR PARASOL AND HATS AND GLOVES WERE 

ALWAYS WORN. 



IN WINTER, FUR MUFFS KEPT HANDS WARM AND 
PRETTY SILK SUMMER BONNETS WERE REPLACED 

WITH FELT HATS. 



HATS WERE GENERALLY TRIMMED WITH YARDS OF 
RIBBON AND ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS WERE USED 

FOR DECORATION.



A VICTORIAN LADY WOULD ALWAYS CARRY A PURSE 
OR RETICULE. 



THEY WERE USUALLY MADE OF BEADS STITCHED 
ONTO KNITTED FABRIC IN PRETTY DESIGNS… THE 

TOP WOULD EITHER BE A DRAWSTRING OR A 
METAL CLASP.



FROM 1865 VICTORIAN DRESSES WERE INFLUENCED 
BY FRENCH FASHION… FOR AFTERNOON VISITS TO 

LADY FRIENDS OF SIMILAR SOCIAL STANDING, 
THREE PIECE SILK OUTFITS WERE POPULAR. 



THE BODICE WAS SLIGHTLY LESS TIGHT AND A 
CAPE ACROSS THE SHOULDERS WOULD HAVE BEEN 

IN MATCHING…



…silk braid with a fringe or tassels 
for attractive movement.



THESE FANCIER DRESSES OFTEN HAD A WIDE 
RIBBON BELT TO MATCH FROM WHICH LONG 

DECORATIVE PANELS FELL DOWN AT THE BACK. 



THEY WERE DECORATIVELY TRIMMED WITH 
RUCHED SILK RIBBON, SILK BRAID AND MATCHING 

TASSELS OR A FRINGE.



INSTEAD OF A FULL HOOPED SKIRT, LATER 
DESIGNS OF VICTORIAN DRESSES HAD MOST OF 

THE GATHERS…



…AND FULLNESS AT THE BACK OF THE SKIRT, IN 
WHAT WAS KNOWN AS A BUSTLE.



OFTEN THESE FINE AFTERNOON DRESSES HAD A 
SMALL TRAIN AT THE BACK WHICH MUST HAVE 

BEEN MOST IMPRACTICAL TO WEAR IN THE 
DIRTY STREETS.



IN WINTER, BENEATH THEIR FULL SKIRTS LADIES 
WORE FULL LENGTH WOOLEN PETTICOATS… THEY 
HAD A DRAWSTRING WAISTBAND AND A BUTTON 

AT THE BACK. 



AROUND THE HEM EMBROIDERY WOULD FINISH 
THE UNDERGARMENT… QUEEN VICTORIA WAS 

KNOWN TO HAVE HER MONOGRAM…



…EMBROIDERED AROUND THE HEMLINE ALONG 
WITH THISTLES, ROSES AND SHAMROCKS.



THICK SILK STOCKINGS WOULD HAVE COMPLETED 
THE UNDERGARMENTS OF VICTORIAN DRESSES.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 103 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 104, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT SCHOOLS DURING THE VICTORIAN 
PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-DRESSES.ASP
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