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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 102…  TODAY, WE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING VICTORIAN GAMES AND TOYS…



WHATEVER DID CHILDREN AND ADULTS DO FOR 
PLAY AND TO FILL LEISURE TIME BEFORE 

TELEVISION, COMPUTERS, CELL PHONES, AND 
VIDEO GAMES? 



WAS IT BORING TO LIVE IN VICTORIAN BRITAIN, 
WITH NOTHING TO DO BUT SIT AROUND THE 

HOUSE ALL DAY?



INSIDE THE HOUSE, THE VICTORIANS WERE 
QUITE CREATIVE WHEN IT CAME TO PLAY TIME. 



NOT JUST CHILDREN, BUT ADULTS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN VICTORIAN GAMES DURING 

THE EVENINGS.



CARD GAMES WERE ESPECIALLY POPULAR WITH 
THE GROWN-UPS… WHIST AND BRIDGE WOULD 

PROVIDE HOURS OF AFTER-DINNER 
ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE OLDER SET. 



FOR BOTH ADULTS AND YOUNGSTERS, SKITTLES 
(ON THE ORDER OF BOWLING) AND CHARADES, A 

VICTORIAN GAME WHICH IS STILL PLAYED TODAY, 
WOULD BE ENJOYED BY ALL GENERATIONS.



BILLIARDS GREW IN POPULARITY. ALTHOUGH 
STARTING OUT AS A 'MANLY' SPORT, BOTH SEXES 

WERE SOON ENJOYING THE GAME.



BLINDMAN'S BLUFF WAS ALWAYS GUARANTEED TO 
BRING A SMILE TO A FACE, AND COULD BE QUITE 
TIRING WITH PEOPLE RUNNING AWAY SO AS NOT 

TO BE CAUGHT.



ON THE QUIETER SIDE, 'I'M THINKING OF 
SOMETHING' WAS QUITE SIMILAR TO THE GAME 

OF 'TWENTY QUESTIONS', WHICH IS STILL 
PLAYED TODAY.



FOR THE VICTORIANS, GAMES LIKE CHECKERS, 
CHESS, BACKGAMMON, AND CRIBBAGE WERE 
ALWAYS EASY TO REACH FROM THE SHELF.



FOR OUTDOOR FUN, INTRODUCED IN THE MID-
1800’s, CROQUET WAS QUITE A GENTILE OUTDOOR 

GAME FOR WOMEN.



AS IT DIDN'T REQUIRE GREAT STRENGTH, IT WAS 
FELT THAT THIS GAME WAS APPROPRIATE FOR 

'THE WEAKER SEX'.



ICE SKATING WAS AN APPROVED WINTER-TIME 
SPORT FOR LADIES… IN 1876, HOWEVER, IT WAS 

FINALLY NOT NECESSARY TO WAIT FOR COLD 
WEATHER IN WHICH TO SKATE.



THE FIRST ARTIFICIALLY REFRIGERATED ICE RINK 
WAS CRAFTED IN CHELSEA, LONDON.



HORSEBACK RIDING WAS OFTEN LEARNED AT AN 
EARLY AGE WHILE SOME WOMEN WENT FOR GRANDER 

OUTDOOR EXPLOITS... MOUNTAIN CLIMBING!



IMAGINE CLAMBERING AROUND IN A CORSET 
AND BUSTLE AS WAS THE STYLE FOR 

VICTORIAN CLOTHES!



VICTORIAN TOYS AND GAMES SUCH AS MARBLES 
WERE ENJOYED BY BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS. 



VICTORIAN MARBLES WERE USUALLY MADE OF 
GLASS OR CLAY, ALTHOUGH WEALTHIER PLAYERS 

HAD MARBLES MADE OUT OF REAL MARBLE!



TOPS AND JACKS WERE VICTORIAN GAMES AND 
TOYS THAT COULD BE PLAYED EITHER IN A GROUP, 

OR JUST SOLO.



THE FIRST RULES FOR BADMINTON WERE 
WRITTEN IN INDIA IN 1873, AND THIS GAME 

HASN'T MUCH CHANGED. 



FORMERLY KNOWN AS 'HIT AND SCREAM', THIS 
CONTEST BECAME QUITE THE RAGE FOR PEOPLE OF 

ALL AGES.



FOR FIELDS SPORTS, THE VICTORIAN GAME OF 
CRICKET WAS ORGANIZED FOR COUNTY 

CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 1873… THE BAT WHICH IS 
USED TO THIS DAY WAS INVENTED IN 1853.



DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD, CRICKET WAS 
VERY MUCH A WEALTHY MAN'S SPORT. 



THE FOLLOWING YEAR, THE RULES FOR LAWN 
TENNIS WERE FORMALIZED AND BOTH MEN AND 

WOMEN WOULD PLAY.



CLUBS FOR GOLFERS WERE SET UP IN THE LATER 
PART OF THE 1800S… THE BAG TO CARRY THE 
UTENSILS FOR GOLFERS, THE GOLF BAG, CAME 

INTO BEING IN 1880.



THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION WAS FORMED IN 
1863 - FOOTBALL WAS USUALLY ONLY PLAYED BY 
MEN… THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION WAS FORMED 

IN 1871.



BEING ONE OF THE ROUGHER VICTORIAN GAMES, 
71 DEATHS WERE ATTRIBUTED TO THIS TEAM 

SPORT BETWEEN THE YEARS OF 1890 AND 1893.



RUGBY HAS SOME SIMILARITIES TO AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL... WHILE IN GREAT BRITAIN 'FOOTBALL' 
REFERS TO THE GAME WHICH IS CALLED 'SOCCER' 

IN THE UNITED STATES.



FOR LEISURE TIME, DAY TRIPS TO THE 
SEASHORE WERE MINI-HOLIDAYS WHICH 

FAMILIES WOULD ENJOY.



BOARDING THE TRAIN TO BLACKPOOL, A RESORT 
WHICH BEGAN WITH ONE RIDE IN 1896, WAS TO 

BEGIN A DAY FILLED WITH FUN.



MAINTAINING A SCRAPBOOK, FILLED WITH ITEMS 
OF INTEREST, WOULD CONSUME AFTERNOON 
HOURS FOR BOTH ADULTS AND CHILDREN.



PLAYING THE PIANO AND HOLDING IMPROMPTU 
CONCERTS AND DANCES WERE QUITE POPULAR 

AMONGST FAMILIES AND THEIR FRIENDS.



FOR THE YOUNG LADIES OF THE FAMILY, SEWING 
OR CREATING DECORATIVE EMBROIDERY KEPT IDLE 

HANDS BUSY, AS WELL AS THE MAKING OF 
ORNAMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS.



FOR THE VICTORIANS, GAMES, TOYS AND 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY COULD BE SET ASIDE FOR A 

FEW UNHURRIED HOURS OF READING.



RUDYARD KIPLING, CHARLES DICKENS, AND 
ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING WERE POPULAR 

FRIENDS ON BOOKSHELVES.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 102 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 103, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT WOMEN AND GIRL’S DRESSES DURING 
THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-GAMES-AND-TOYS.ASP
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