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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 101…  TODAY WE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING VICTORIAN CHILDREN…



THE LIVES LEAD BY VICTORIAN CHILDREN VARIED 
WIDELY DEPENDING ON THE SOCIAL STANDING 
AND FINANCIAL POSITION OF THEIR PARENTS.



WHEN IT CAME TO THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT HAD 

NINE CHILDREN. 



THEIR CARE WAS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE SO 
THEY HAD NURSES, DOCTORS, HOUSEHOLD 

SERVANTS, TUTORS, AND GOVERNORS TO TAKE 
CARE OF THEIR EVERY NEED.



THEIR CLOTHING WAS OF THE FINEST QUALITY, 
THEY LEARNED ETIQUETTE, THEIR SLIGHTEST 
SNIFFLE WAS INVESTIGATED AND GOOD FOOD 

WAS A DAILY STAPLE.



DAYS WERE FILLED WITH LESSONS, BUT THERE 
WAS TIME FOR PLAY AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES.



THEIR HOMES HAD SPACIOUS ROOMS, FILLED 
WITH FURNITURE AND TOYS… BEDS HAD 

CLEAN LINEN, AND PLAYTHINGS WOULD BE 
SCATTERED ABOUT.



THE LIFESTYLE OF VICTORIA AND ALBERT'S 
CHILDREN WAS SIMILAR TO THE LIFESTYLE ALL 

VICTORIAN CHILDREN OF THE UPPER AND MIDDLE 
CLASS ENJOYED.



WANTS WERE TAKEN CARE OF ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY… GIRLS HONED THEIR HOME-MAKING 
SKILLS WHILE BOYS WOULD LEARN EITHER ESTATE 

MANAGEMENT OR FINANCIAL PROCEDURES.



DANCES AND OTHER GROUP GATHERINGS WOULD 
HAPPEN ON A REGULAR BASIS.



'WELL TO DO' VICTORIAN CHILDREN ENJOYED 
TRAVEL, WITH EITHER TRIPS TO THE SEASIDE OR 

TO THE CONTINENT… POCKET CHANGE WAS 
AVAILABLE FOR ANY SMALL PERSONAL PURCHASES.



VICTORIAN TOYS FOR THESE CHILDREN 
WERE EXPENSIVE.



ROCKING HORSES WITH REAL HAIR AND DOLL'S 
HOUSES FULL OF BEAUTIFUL FURNITURE WOULD 

OCCUPY YOUNG GIRLS FOR HOURS.



WAX DOLLS AND ELEGANT TEA SETS WOULD 
OFTEN BE SET UP IN A CORNER OF THE BEDROOM.



BOYS WOULD HAVE ELABORATE TRAIN SETS… TOY 
SOLDIERS AND MARBLES WOULD BE SCATTERED 

ABOUT THE FLOOR.



CHECKER BOARDS AND CHESS SETS COULD BE 
EASILY REACHED.



ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN, POVERTY WAS A 
WAY OF LIFE FOR MANY VICTORIAN CHILDREN… THERE 

OFTEN WASN'T THE TIME OR ENERGY FOR PLAY.



FOOD WAS WHATEVER COULD BE FOUND, SCRAPED 
TOGETHER, OR STOLEN… STARVATION AND COLD 

WERE FACTS OF LIFE.



CLOTHING MOST OFTEN CAME FROM TRASH 
BARRELS, OR WAS PURCHASED WITH WHATEVER 
FEW COINS A PERSON HAD ON HAND… SNIFFLES 

WOULD BE ALLOWED TO GROW INTO COLDS.



ILL HEALTH WAS OFTEN CURED ONLY BY DEATH AS 
THE POOR COULD NOT AFFORD MEDICAL CARE.



ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT PLAYED WITH OFTEN, 
VICTORIAN TOYS WERE AVAILABLE FOR A BIT 

OF JOY.



BOYS WOULD USE YO-YO'S, TIN SOLDIERS, AND 
TOY DRUMS… MARBLES WERE POPULAR. GIRLS 

WOULD MAKE THEIR OWN DOLLS FROM BITS OF 
RAGS AND BUTTONS.



THESE DOLLS WOULD BE LOVED JUST AS MUCH AS 
THE WAX DOLLS AVAILABLE TO THE WEALTHIER 

LITTLE GIRLS.



A HOPSCOTCH GAME COULD BE HELD AT A 
MOMENT'S NOTICE.



IF TOYS COULDN'T BE FOUND, ROLLING A HOOP 
DOWN THE STREET WOULD USE ANY ENERGY 

WHICH WAS LEFT OVER FROM A DAY OF WORK.



GAMES OF HIDE-AND-SEEK AND BLINDMAN'S BLUFF 
WOULD BE ENJOYED BY GROUPS OF CHILDREN.



TO SUPPORT A FAMILY, CHILDREN WERE EXPECTED 
TO HELP SUPPLEMENT THE FAMILY BUDGET AND 

WERE SENT TO WORK QUITE YOUNG.



THESE WEREN'T GENTILE JOBS, THEY WERE 
MANUAL LABOR PAYING EXTREMELY LOW WAGES.



FACTORIES EMPLOYED THE YOUNG TO CRAWL 
BENEATH HUGE MACHINERY - INTO SPACES WHICH 

ADULTS WERE TOO LARGE TO ENTER.



LONG HOURS OF DRUDGERY WOULD BE THE ORDER 
OF THE DAY, OFTEN STARTING BEFORE DAWN AND 

CONTINUING AFTER DARK.



CONDITIONS WERE UNSAFE… CHILDREN WHO 
CRAWLED BENEATH WORKING MACHINES WERE 

OFTEN KILLED.



COAL MINES WANTED CHILDREN TO OPEN AND 
CLOSE VENTILATING DOORS.



UNTIL THE MIDDLE OF THE 1800’s, CHILDREN AS 
YOUNG AS FIVE WOULD OFTEN WORK UP TO 12 

HOURS A DAY UNDERGROUND, OFTEN BAREFOOT.



IF NOT EMPLOYED IN A BUSINESS, YOUNGSTERS 
WOULD ROAM THE STREETS LOOKING FOR WORK… 
BEING A MESSENGER WAS A 'CLEAN' JOB, AS WAS 

SELLING FLOWERS.



OTHERS WOULD POLISH SHOES, SWEEP FRONT 
STEPS, OR BECOME CHIMNEY SWEEPS.



SOME POORER VICTORIAN CHILDREN FOUND THAT 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES MADE THEIR LIVES EASIER.



PICKPOCKETS WERE EVERYWHERE… SNATCHING 
FOOD OFF FOOD-VENDOR'S CARTS AND QUICKLY 
RUNNING AWAY WAS OFTEN THE ONLY METHOD 

OF GETTING SOMETHING TO EAT.



BEING WITHOUT SHELTER, OR PARENTS, 
WASN'T UNUSUAL.



PARENTS WERE OFTEN UNABLE TO SUPPORT 
THEIR OFFSPRING.



THESE CHILDREN WOULD BE TURNED OUT INTO 
THE STREETS TO FEND FOR THEMSELVES… CHILD 
ABUSE WAS A COMMON OCCURRENCE, SO MANY 

CHILDREN WOULD JUST RUN AWAY… IF THERE WAS 
SHELTER, IT WAS OFTEN IN A TENEMENT.



THESE BUILDINGS WOULD BE FILLED WITH 
PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, MOST OFTEN SHARING 

SINGLE ROOMS.



DISEASE WAS PREVALENT IN THESE SLUM 
CONDITIONS DUE TO THE POPULATIONS OF FLEAS 

AND RATS.



SANITATION WAS UNHEARD OF, AND RUNNING 
WATER WAS A LUXURY FEW COULD EXPERIENCE.



WATER WOULD COME FROM AN OUTSIDE DITCH… IT 
WAS NORMAL FOR THESE TO BE FILLED WITH RAW 

SEWAGE AND DEAD ANIMALS.



BY THE LATE 1800’s, IT WAS WIDELY FELT THAT 
SOMETHING NEEDED TO BE DONE TO HELP THE POOR.



HOMES WERE OPENED TO HELP THE YOUNGSTERS 
WHO WERE ROAMING THE STREETS.



LAWS GOVERNING THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN 
WENT ONTO THE STATUTE BOOKS.



HOWEVER, NOTHING HAPPENED QUICKLY.
ALTHOUGH A START HAD BEEN MADE, THE 

LIFESTYLE OF DESTITUTE VICTORIAN CHILDREN 
DID NOT SEE ANY MAJOR IMPROVEMENT UNTIL 

THE EARLY 1900’s.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 101 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 102, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT ANOTHER OF OUR FAVORITE 
SUBJECTS… CHILDREN GAMES AND TOYS DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-CHILDREN.ASP
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