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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 100… TODAY, WE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING VICTORIAN RAILWAYS…



TRAVEL BY RAIL, EITHER BY PRODUCTS OR BY 
PEOPLE THEMSELVES, CHANGED THE WAY LIFE IN 

VICTORIAN ENGLAND WAS LIVED. 



THE RAILWAYS OPENED UP AN ENTIRELY NEW 
WORLD FOR COMMERCE, FUN, AND RELAXATION.



FRESH PRODUCE COULD BE SHIPPED ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY AND UPON ARRIVAL AT ITS 

DESTINATION, IT WOULD STILL BE FRESH.



NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, AND OTHER 
PERIODICALS COULD BE PRINTED IN LONDON AND 
THEN WHISKED TO EDINBURGH ON THE SAME DAY. 



UPON ITS ARRIVAL, THE INFORMATION PROVIDED 
WOULD STILL BE CURRENT.



TIME-SAVING INVENTIONS, SUCH AS THE VACUUM 
CLEANER, ALLOWED FOR MORE LEISURE TIME. 



FAMILIES COULD ENJOY A DAY AT THE SEASHORE 
AS THE RAILWAYS OFFERED A FAST, EFFICIENT, 
AND INEXPENSIVE WAY TO ENJOY TIME OFF.



IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 1800’s, OVER SIX 
THOUSAND MILES OF VICTORIAN RAILWAY WAS 

AVAILABLE FOR USE.



BY THE END OF THE 1800’s, THERE WAS HARDLY A 
SMALL TOWN IN GREAT BRITAIN THAT DIDN'T 

HAVE ACCESS TO A RAILWAY STATION.



WITH ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL AS ITS CHIEF 
ENGINEER, THIS RAILWAY COMPANY MADE 

TREMENDOUS STRIDES FROM 1833 ONWARDS.



A RAILWAY LINE FROM LONDON TO BRISTOL WAS 
THE TARGET, AND THIS WAS COMPLETED BY 1841.



SEVEN YEARS LATER, RAILWAY LINES FROM 
BRISTOL TO EXETER, AND FROM BRISTOL TO 

GLOUCESTER WERE CONSTRUCTED.



THE LOCOMOTIVE FOR THIS PORTION OF THE 
GREAT WESTERN WAS DESIGNED BY DANIEL GOOCH 
AND COULD RUN AT THE GREAT SPEED OF 67 MPH.



DUE TO THE GAUGE WHICH BRUNEL WAS USING 
FOR THE LINES, GOOCH'S TRAIN COULD NOT 

ENTER EUSTON STATION… THUS, BRUNEL BUILT 
HIS OWN STATION - PADDINGTON.



FOR THE THIRTY YEARS BETWEEN 1841 AND 
1871, BRIGHTON WAS THE FASTEST GROWING 

TOWN IN ENGLAND. 



THIS WAS DUE TO THE RAILWAY CONNECTING THE 
TOWN WITH LONDON… THE FIRST TRAIN PULLED 

INTO THE BRIGHTON STATION IN SEPTEMBER, 1841. 



ORIGINALLY FILLED WITH ONLY FIRST-CLASS 
PASSENGERS, THIS VICTORIAN RAILWAY QUICKLY 

REALIZED THAT LOWERING THE TICKET PRICE WOULD 
ENABLE MORE PEOPLE TO JOURNEY TO BRIGHTON.



WITH THE NUMBERS OF VISITORS SWELLING THE 
SEASHORE AREA, ENTREPRENEURS SOON MADE 

BRIGHTON THEIR HOME.



HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, AND OTHER TOURIST 
ATTRACTIONS SOON FILLED THE TOWN TO 
OVERFLOWING… BRIGHTON, AS A SEASIDE 

HOLIDAY SPOT, WAS BORN.



IN 1848, THE FIRST THROUGH SERVICE FROM 
SCOTLAND TO LONDON WAS ESTABLISHED… SIX 
YEARS BEFORE, GLASGOW AND EDINBURGH HAD 

BEEN CONNECTED. NOW THE LINE HEADED SOUTH.  



THE CALEDONIAN RAILWAY BOX CAN BE SEEN AT 
THE BO'NESS AND KINNEIL RAILWAY MUSEUM.



WITH THE COMPLETION OF LONDON'S KINGS 
CROSS STATION, CAMBRIDGE, LEICESTER, AND 
NOTTINGHAM WERE CONNECTED TO LONDON. 



WITH A REPUTATION FOR GIVING GOOD SERVICE, 
AND OFFERING EXPRESS TRAINS, THIS VICTORIAN 

RAILWAY INTO MORE NORTHERN PARTS OF 
ENGLAND BECAME QUITE POPULAR.



IT WAS QUITE LUCRATIVE FOR THE OWNERS, 
ALSO… COAL WAS TRANSPORTED FROM YORKSHIRE 
TO LONDON AND THE REVENUES WERE GREAT FOR 

THIS RAIL COMPANY.



THE STOCKTON AND DARLINGTON RAILWAY WAS 
THE FIRST, IN 1825, TO OFFER AN OPEN-TO-THE-

PUBLIC SERVICE. 



PASSENGERS AND GOODS WERE PLACED UPON THE 
SAME TRAIN… IT WAS ALSO THE FIRST RAILWAY 

LINE TO USE A STEAM LOCOMOTIVE.



IN THE EARLY YEARS, TRAIN TRAVEL WAS NOT A 
COMFORTABLE WAY TO GET FROM POINT A TO 
POINT B… SEATS WERE OFTEN JUST WOODEN 
BOARDS, AND SPRINGS AND BUFFERS WERE AN 

UNKNOWN COMMODITY. 



THE BEST WAY TO DESCRIBE THE RIDE IS TO 
COMPARE IT TO RIDING IN A STAGECOACH.



EVENTUALLY, VICTORIAN TRAINS BEGAN TO OFFER 
COMFORT… UPHOLSTERED SEATS, ARMRESTS, AND 
AN ENCLOSED CARRIAGE WERE SOON THE NORM, 

AT LEAST FOR FIRST CLASS PASSENGERS. 



OIL LAMPS PLACED ALONG THE CARRIAGES 
OFFERED LIGHT.



SECOND CLASS TRAVELERS HAD TO CONTEND WITH 
BEING EXPOSED TO THE ELEMENTS, AND WITH 

SITTING ON WOODEN BENCHES. 



WITH THE ENCLOSURE OF SOME OF THESE 
CARRIAGES, SECOND-CLASS BECAME AN EASIER 
WAY TO TRAVEL, WHILE THIRD CLASS HAD TO 
MAKE DO WITH BEING EXPOSED TO WEATHER.



BY 1844, COURTESY OF THE RAILWAY ACT, THIRD 
CLASS CARRIAGES HAD TO BE ENCLOSED. 



LIGHTING WAS ALSO PROVIDED, ALBEIT ONLY 
ONE OIL LAMP PER CARRIAGE AS OPPOSED TO THE 

MANY PLACED IN FIRST CLASS. 



AS IN ANY SORT OF MASS TRANSPORTATION 
TODAY, ACCIDENTS DID HAPPEN ON 

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS. 



SOMETIMES IT WASN'T THE TRAIN THAT WAS AT 
FAULT, BUT THE ATTENDING STRUCTURES WHICH 
ALLOWED THE RAILS TO CROSS GREAT BRITAIN.



ON CHRISTMAS EVE 1841, NEAR READING, A 
TRAIN LOADED WITH PRODUCE AND PASSENGERS 

RAN INTO A LAND SLIP… CARRIAGES WERE 
THROWN EVERYWHERE, WITH GOODS AND 
PASSENGERS THROWN OUT OF THE TRAIN. 



AT THIS TIME, MOST CARRIAGES WERE WITHOUT 
ROOFS SO THERE WAS NOTHING TO STOP THE 
PASSENGER FROM EITHER FLYING OUT OF THE 
TRAIN, OR FALLING BETWEEN CARRIAGES AND 

BEING CRUSHED.



THIS ACCIDENT WAS REMEMBERED IN THE 
RAILWAY ACT OF 1844.



SHORTLY AFTER CHRISTMAS, IN 1879, THE TAY 
RAILWAY BRIDGE COLLAPSED INTO THE FIRTH OF 
TAY, DUNDEE… 75 PEOPLE LOST THEIR LIVES DUE 

TO THE FAILURE OF THIS BRIDGE.



THE RAILWAY SYSTEM HELPED DEVELOP 
BUSINESSES AND THE GROWTH OF TOWNS AND 
CITIES… THE DISTANCE BETWEEN TOWN AND 

COUNTRYSIDE WAS ERASED…



INCREASED COMMUNICATION ALLOWED FOR THE 
SPREAD OF IDEAS AND NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS… 
THE MOBILITY OF LABOUR AND MAINTENANCE OF 

LAW AND ORDER WERE MADE EASIER. 



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 100 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 101, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT ONE OF OUR FAVORITE SUBJECTS… 
CHILDREN DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-RAILWAYS.ASP



Baker Street Elementary
“THE LIFE AND TIMES IN VICTORIAN LONDON”

IS CREATED THROUGH THE INGENUITY & HARD WORK OF:

JOE FAY
LIESE SHERWOOD-FABRE

RUSTY MASON
& 

STEVE MASON


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48

