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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 097… TODAY, WATSON 
AND I WILL LOOK AT HOUSING DURING THE 

VICTORIAN PERIOD.



WITH THE ADVENT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION, 
VICTORIAN HOUSES BEGAN TO CHANGE, AS A 

RESULT OF THE WEALTHIER STATUS OF 
THEIR OWNERS. 



VICTORIAN RAILWAYS MADE IT EASY TO HAVE 
SUMPTUOUS FURNISHINGS OR HOME 

EMBELLISHMENTS DELIVERED, SO HOMES WERE 
BEGINNING TO REFLECT THE WEALTH OF THE 

PEOPLE WHO LIVED INSIDE.



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE WAS CREATED BETWEEN 
1825 AND 1900… IT COVERED MANY STYLES, FROM 
GOTHIC REVIVAL TO ITALIAN RENAISSANCE TO 

SECOND EMPIRE. 



LETS LOOK AT SOME DIFFERENT SORTS OF 
VICTORIAN HOUSES…



…NOT ALL NECESSARILY LARGE, THESE 
VICTORIAN HOUSES WERE USUALLY MADE OF 

RED BRICK AND WOOD. 



WITH A DESIGN CHOSEN FROM A BASIC PATTERN 
BOOK, THE NEW HOMEOWNER COULD THEN 

INCORPORATE IDEAS FROM NATURE, GEOMETRY, OR 
PERSONAL PREFERENCE.



WITH THE ADVENT OF NAILING 2X4 BOARDS 
TOGETHER (FRAME CONSTRUCTION) INSTEAD OF 
USING HEAVY TIMBERS, THE FINISHED HOME 

WAS NOT AS HEAVY… THUS, CREATIVITY COULD 
RUN RAMPANT.



DIFFERENT IDEAS FROM EACH STYLE COULD BE 
INCORPORATED INTO THE SAME BUILDING, SO 

PART OF A VICTORIAN HOUSE MIGHT BE GOTHIC 
REVIVAL, WITH A SECOND FLOOR SHOWING SIGNS 

OF THE SECOND EMPIRE.



THE HOMES WHICH ARE SEEN TODAY ALL HAVE 
VERY SIMILAR FEATURES. 



TOWERS, BAY WINDOWS, AND BALCONIES BRING 
DIMENSION TO THE BUILDING… A PARTIAL OR 

FULL PORCH WHICH SWEEPS AROUND THE FIRST 
FLOOR OF THE HOUSE ADDS DEPTH.



A STEEP ROOF, OFTEN SPORTING MANY ANGLES, 
AND WITH AN ODD SHAPE, OFTEN HIGHLIGHTS 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, STONEWORK, FANCY 

SHINGLES, AND IRON RAILINGS.



THE INSIDES OF THESE VICTORIAN HOUSES WERE 
OPULENT… WINDOWS WOULD BE COVERED WITH 

HEAVY CURTAINS. 



WALLPAPER WAS ALL THE RAGE, USUALLY WITH A 
FLOWER PATTERN. RICH, DARK COLOURS WERE THE 

FLAVOUR OF THE DAY.



CARPETS AND RUGS WOULD DECORATE SITTING 
ROOMS, BEDROOMS AND THE WELCOMING 

ENTRANCE HALL. 



ROOMS WOULD BE FILLED WITH WELL MADE OVER-
STUFFED FURNITURE… TABLES WOULD BE SET IN 

VARIOUS CORNERS, USUALLY COVERED WITH 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND NIC-NACS.



RUNNING WATER, GAS LIGHTING, AND 
OTHER AMENITIES OF LIFE WERE PRESENT 

IN THESE HOMES.



ALTHOUGH NOT ON THE GRAND SCALE OF SOME OF 
THE HOMES OF THE PERIOD, TERRACED HOUSING 

COULD BE QUITE COMFORTABLE. 



USUALLY, TWO ROOMS UP AND TWO DOWN 
(ALTHOUGH THEY COULD BE BIGGER), THESE 

VICTORIAN HOUSES ALL SHARED A COMMON WALL 
WITH THEIR NEIGHBOUR.



A FRONT ENTRANCE WAS THE NORM, AS WELL AS 
A BACK ENTRANCE WHICH WOULD OFTEN LEAD TO 

EITHER A SMALL GARDEN, OR A PAVED AREA.



EACH HOME WOULD REPEAT THE DESIGN OF ITS 
NEIGHBOUR, LEADING TO THIS STYLE ALSO BEING 

CALLED A 'ROW HOUSE'.



SOME TERRACED HOMES WOULD OFFER 
AMENITIES… IF YOU WERE WELL-TO-DO, YOU HAD 

AN INDOOR TOILET. 



OTHERWISE, IT WAS A SHED IN THE BACKYARD.



THE LARGEST ROOM IN THIS VICTORIAN HOUSE 
WOULD BE THE FRONT PARLOUR… GUESTS WOULD 
BE WELCOMED INTO THIS ROOM, WHERE ITEMS 

INDICATING YOUR STATUS WOULD BE DISPLAYED.



FOR COMFORT, THE FAMILY WOULD USE A BACK 
PARLOUR FOR EVERYDAY LIVING.



NOT AS GRANDLY DECORATED ON THE 
OUTSIDE AS THE HOUSES OF THE WEALTHY, 
THESE TERRACED HOMES WERE FOR HIGH-

DENSITY LIVING. 



ALTHOUGH SOME DID BECOME SLUMS IN 
INDUSTRIAL AREAS SUCH AS VICTORIAN LONDON, 
THE MAJORITY OF TERRACED LIVING WAS CLEAN 

AND DECENT.



ALTHOUGH THE WORD 'TENEMENT' USUALLY 
CONJURES A PICTURE OF HOUSING FOR THE POOR, 

NOT ALL WERE THAT WAY. 



TENEMENT HOUSE, GLASGOW IS A LOVELY 
EXAMPLE OF A TENEMENT FLAT.



THIS PARTICULAR APARTMENT WAS SITUATED ON 
THE FIRST FLOOR AND CAME EQUIPPED WITH A 

RANGE AND BATHROOM.



CONTAINING FOUR ROOMS, THIS TYPICAL FLAT 
FEATURED A PARLOR AND A KITCHEN. 



NOT HAVING A BEDROOM, THE BED WAS RECESSED 
FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE… THIS ABODE IS NOT BY 

ANY MEANS A TYPICAL VICTORIAN HOUSE. 



IN FACT, IN AN ERA NAMED AFTER HER, ONE OF 
QUEEN VICTORIA'S FAVOURITE HOMES DID NOT 

LOOK LIKE A VICTORIAN HOUSE AT ALL…



OSBORNE HOUSE ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT 
WAS DESIGNED BY VICTORIA'S BELOVED 

HUSBAND, ALBERT. 



WITH THE HELP OF THOMAS CUBITT (WHO WAS 
INVOLVED IN BUILDING THE MAIN FACADE OF 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE), ALBERT MADE THIS HOME ON 
THE ISLE IN THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE STYLE.



WITH TERRACES ON DIFFERENT LEVELS 
SURROUNDING THE HOME, TWO TOWERS 

OVERLOOKING THE SOLENT, AND MAGNIFICENT 
GARDENS OSBORNE HOUSE IS MORE TYPICAL OF A 
BUILDING TO BE FOUND IN ITALY THAN ENGLAND.



TRANSFORMING THE MAIN FARMHOUSE AND 
SURROUNDING AREA, OSBORNE BECAME THE 
PERFECT PRIVATE WORLD FOR VICTORIA AND 

ALBERT TO 'GET AWAY FROM IT ALL'.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 097 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 098, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT CLOTHING DURING THE VICTORIAN 
PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTP://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-HOUSES.ASP
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