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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 095…  TODAY, WE WILL 
DISCUSS THE LONDON OF OUR VICTORIAN PERIOD.



WHILE LIFE IN VICTORIAN ENGLAND CHANGED 
DRAMATICALLY DURING THE INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION, THE BIGGEST SOCIAL CHANGE WAS 
FELT IN THE CITIES.



THOUSANDS OF CITIZENS LEFT THE RURAL 
LIFE AND CAME TO THE LARGE METROPOLISES 

FOR THE GUARANTEED JOBS WHICH 
MANUFACTURING OFFERED.



LONDON, MANCHESTER, AND 
BIRMINGHAM ALL FELT THE EFFECTS OF 
THE GROWING INDUSTRIALIZATION.



THIS INFLUX OF PEOPLE INTO THE CITY CENTERS 
MADE FOR RAPID GROWTH AND PROSPERITY.



HOWEVER, THERE WAS ALSO A VERY NEGATIVE 
ASPECT AS THE CROWDS OF WORKERS HAD TO BE 
ACCOMMODATED AND CARED FOR IN A SYSTEM 

WHICH WAS NOT PREPARED TO DO SO.



TO SUPPORT THE VICTORIAN HOUSING 
SITUATION, TENEMENT BUILDINGS WERE QUICKLY 

BUILT IN VICTORIAN LONDON FOR FACTORY 
WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES… LARGE HOUSES 

WERE TURNED INTO FLATS.



THE COST OF RENT WAS EXTREMELY HIGH, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN A WORKER WANTED TO LIVE WITHIN WALKING 

DISTANCE OF HIS PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT.



CONDITIONS WERE OFTEN CRAMPED AS MANY 
MEMBERS OF A SINGLE FAMILY WOULD LIVE IN 

ONE ROOM.



MANY LANDLORDS WERE INDIFFERENT TO THE 
APPALLING CONDITIONS THEIR TENANTS WERE 

LIVING IN AND WITH HOUSING SO DIFFICULT TO 
FIND, FEW TENANTS MADE A FUSS.



RUNNING WATER, SANITATION FACILITIES, 
EVEN COOKING ARRANGEMENTS WERE ROUGH-

SHOD AT BEST.



WITH TENEMENTS CONSISTING OF MANY 
FLOORS, VICTORIAN LONDONERS LIVED CHEEK-

BY-JOWL WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS.



DISPUTES WERE COMMONPLACE AND OFTEN 
CAUSED BY DRUNKENNESS.



WEALTHIER FAMILIES WERE ABLE TO ENJOY SINGLE 
HOMES WHICH OFTEN FEATURED BAY WINDOWS, 

RUNNING WATER, AND EVEN ELECTRICITY.



WHEN DISCUSSING VICTORIAN CRIME, JACK THE 
RIPPER IMMEDIATELY COMES TO MIND… HOWEVER, 
HE WAS MORE THE EXCEPTION THAN THE RULE.



PETTY CRIMES, SUCH AS PICK-POCKETING AND 
FOOD-SNATCHING, WERE A REGULAR OCCURRENCE, 

BUT ASSAULT WAS NOT THE NORM.



VIOLENT CRIME (READ THAT AS CRIMES SHEDDING 
A LOT OF BLOOD) WERE VERY UNUSUAL… DOING A 

PERSON IN BY POISON WAS POPULAR.



DR. HAWLEY CRIPPEN IS PERHAPS THE MOST 
FAMOUS USER OF POISON, ALTHOUGH DR. THOMAS 

CREAM HAD HIS SHARE OF PRESS.



WHEN THE METROPOLITAN POLICE WAS 
ORGANIZED IN 1829, 'BOBBIES' WERE A COMMON 

SIGHT ON THE CITY STREETS.



THE OLD PALACE WHICH WAS USED BY THE SCOTS, 
SCOTLAND YARD, BECAME THEIR HEADQUARTERS.



WITH THE INCREASE OF PEOPLE IN THE 
CITY, VICTORIAN LONDON BEGAN TO BUILD 

PUBLIC FACILITIES.



THE EASE OF TRANSPORTATION WAS HELPED 
WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF 'THE TUBE' IN 

1863… TOWER BRIDGE BECAME A REALITY IN 1894.



PUBLIC SQUARES WERE OFFERED FOR PLEASURE, 
AND FOR PRIVACY TO HOMEOWNERS. 



THE PRESENT TRAFALGAR SQUARE WAS 
COMPLETED IN 1845, AFTER MOVING THE ROYAL 

STABLES ELSEWHERE.



GROSVENOR SQUARE, ORIGINALLY BUILT TO ONLY 
BE ENJOYED BY HOMEOWNERS IN THE AREA, WAS 

IMPROVED AND BECAME A PUBLIC PARK.



THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL BEGAN TO OFFER MUSIC 
IN 1871. 



BUCKINGHAM PALACE BECAME THE MONARCH'S 
MAIN LONDON RESIDENCE WHILE VICTORIA WAS 

ON THE THRONE.



TO KEEP EVERYONE ON SCHEDULE, BIG BEN, THE 
CLOCK TOWER OF THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 

WAS BUILT IN 1859.



IN THE EARLY PART OF VICTORIA'S REIGN, 
SHOPPING (FOR THE BETTER OFF AT LEAST) WAS 

MORE A MATTER OF GETTING INTO YOUR CARRIAGE…



…ARRIVING AT THE STORE FRONT, AND HAVING 
THE PROPRIETOR COME TO YOU.



ALONG WITH HIM WOULD COME SAMPLES OF WHAT 
HE HAD TO SELL, AND TRANSACTIONS WERE DONE 

ON THE CURB-SIDE.



VICTORIAN LONDON FOOD SHOPPING WAS 
HANDLED IN THE SAME FASHION, ALTHOUGH THE 
BAKER OR BUTCHER WOULD BRING HIS FOOD TO 

THE SERVANTS' ENTRANCE OF THE HOME.



FROM THERE, THE HOUSEKEEPER OR COOK WOULD 
MAKE THE PURCHASE… BY THE MID 1800'S, THE 
IDEA OF 'DEPARTMENT STORES' TOOK HOLD.



SPENDING A DAY INSIDE A SHOP, INSTEAD OF 
OUTSIDE ON THE CURB, ENABLED A PERSON TO 

SEE MORE ARTICLES FOR SALE.



WARES WERE BEGINNING TO BE DISPLAYED IN 
SHOP WINDOWS, ENTICING THE WOULD-BE 

PURCHASER TO COME THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR.



THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851, A GRAND 
‘WORLD’S FAIR’, WAS HOSTED BY ENGLAND UNDER 

THE AUSPICES OF PRINCE ALBERT. 



SHOWCASED WERE GOODS NOT ONLY MADE IN 
ENGLAND, BUT FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE GLOBE.



HOUSED IN THE CRYSTAL PALACE (WHICH BURNED 
TO THE GROUND IN 1936), OVER 13,000 EXHIBITS 

WERE AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING - FROM AN 
ENVELOPE MACHINE TO KITCHEN APPLIANCES.



VISITORS WERE ABLE TO ENJOY FLOWER 
SHOWS, DOG AND CAT SHOWS, AND EVEN A 

MOTOR CAR DISPLAY.



WITH THE PROFITS THE SIX-MONTH GREAT 
EXHIBITION PRODUCED, LAND WAS PURCHASED 

IN KENSINGTON.



THE SCIENCE MUSEUM AND THE VICTORIA AND 
ALBERT MUSEUM OWE THEIR EXISTENCE TO 

PRINCE ALBERT'S IDEA OF SHOWING THE WORLD 
WHAT ENGLAND COULD PRODUCE.



REGARDING THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF 
VICTORIAN LONDON, WITH THE COMBINATION OF 
SEWAGE, COAL FIRES, AND UNWASHED BODIES, 

THE ODOR OF LONDON WAS HORRENDOUS.



BOTH THE RICH AND THE POOR HAD TO CONTEND 
WITH THE EVIL AIR AROUND THE CITY.



EVEN THE ROYAL FAMILY WAS NOT IMMUNE TO 
THE SMELLS AND AT ONE TIME WAS FORCED TO 

CANCEL A WATER EXCURSION DUE TO RAW 
SEWAGE BEING DUMPED INTO THE THAMES.



JOSEPH BAZALGETTE IS TO BE THANKED FOR 
BUILDING MILES OF PIPING TO DIRECT SEWAGE 

AWAY FROM VICTORIAN LONDON. 



HOWEVER, LONDON STREETS WERE STILL FILLED 
WITH MANURE FROM HORSES.



EVERY SURFACE WAS COATED WITH SOOT FROM 
THE USE OF COAL… NEW BUILDINGS BEING 

CONSTRUCTED OF PORTLAND STONE DIDN'T STAY 
PRISTINE FOR LONG.



THE AIR PEOPLE BREATHED WAS OFTEN FOGGY 
WITH THE SMOKE FROM COAL FIRES.



ADDING TO THE CONFUSION, UNTIL THE MID 
1800'S, CATTLE WERE DRIVEN THROUGH THE 

STREETS OF VICTORIAN LONDON TO AND FROM 
THE SLAUGHTER-HOUSES THAT COULD BE FOUND 

IN SMITHFIELD.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 095 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 096, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT OUR SOCIETY DURING THE 
VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://WWW.ABOUTBRITAIN.COM/ARTICLES/VICTORIAN-LONDON.ASP
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