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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 080… TODAY WE WILL BE 
LOOKING AT HOW GOSSIP WAS USED DURING 

VICTORIAN TIMES.



I WAS NOT ABOVE ACQUIRING AND USING GOSSIP 
FOR MY OWN PURPOSES.



IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF WISTERIA LODGE,’ I 
SPENT TIME AMONG THE VILLAGE GOSSIPS TO 
COLLECT INFORMATION ON MR. HENDERSON OF 

HIGH GABLE, COLLECTED SIMILAR INFORMATION…



…FROM THE PUBLICAN IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE 
SOLITARY CYCLIST,' AND CONSULTED WITH 

LANGDALE PIKE, A GOSSIP MERCHANT, IN 'THE 
ADVENTURE OF THE THREE GABLES.' 



WHILE GOSSIP IS OFTEN VIEWED NEGATIVELY, BEYOND 
HELPING TO SOLVE CASES, IT HAS BEEN FOUND TO BE 

AN IMPORTANT PART OF SOCIAL INTERACTION.



RESEARCHERS DISTINGUISH BETWEEN RUMORS 
AND GOSSIP.



RUMORS ARE 'PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS THAT ARE 
INFUSED WITH PRIVATE HYPOTHESES ABOUT HOW 
THE WORLD WORKS,' WHICH HELP INDIVIDUALS 
(AND SOCIETIES) TO MAKE SENSE OF WHAT IS 

OCCURRING AND ASSIST IN COPING WITH 
ANXIETIES AND UNCERTAINTIES. 



THESE MAY INVOLVE HOPED-FOR CONSEQUENCES 
(WISH RUMORS) OR FEARED CONSEQUENCES 
(DREAD RUMORS) AND OFTEN SPREAD FASTER 

WHEN ANXIETIES ARE INTENSE. 



I CONFRONTED SUCH A SITUATION IN THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE DEATH OF SIR CHARLES 
BASKERVILLE WHERE VILLAGERS ATTRIBUTED THE 

MAN’S DEATH TO THE SUPERSTITION SURROUNDING 
A HOUND AND A CURSE ON HIS FAMILY. 



ALTHOUGH IN THIS CASE, THE RUMOR WAS NOT 
WITHOUT MERIT.



GOSSIP, ON THE OTHER HAND, ENCOMPASSES A 
MAJOR PORTION OF HUMAN INTERACTION. 



WHILE ASSOCIATED WITH SHARING NEGATIVE 
INFORMATION ABOUT OTHERS, SCIENTISTS 

DEFINE GOSSIP AS 'TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO 
AREN’T PRESENT,' WHICH CAN BE POSITIVE, 

NEGATIVE, OR NEUTRAL.



STUDIES HAVE FOUND THAT SUCH TALK BREAKS DOWN 
INTO 76% NEUTRAL, 15% NEGATIVE AND 9% POSITIVE, 
AND THEORIES SUGGEST THAT THESE CONVERSATIONS 

ARE WHAT HELPED EARLY MAN SURVIVE.



SUCH MODELS SUGGEST LANGUAGE DEVELOPED TO 
BUILD SOCIAL NETWORKS. 



THE BASIS OF THIS AND SIMILAR HYPOTHESES IS 
THAT LANGUAGE IS A SOCIAL BEHAVIOR, SHARING 

INFORMATION ON WHO DID WHAT AMONG THE 
NETWORK’S MEMBERS.



WHILE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS MIGHT BE VIEWED AS 
'IDLE CHIT-CHAT,' A STUDY CONDUCTED IN INDIA 
FOUND USING A VILLAGE’S RECOGNIZED 'GOSSIPS'…



…(IDENTIFIED BY OTHERS IN THE COMMUNITY) 
WAS AN EFFECTIVE MEANS OF DIFFUSING 

IMPORTANT PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATION AND 
INCREASING OTHERS’ POSITIVE ACTIONS.



IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING USEFUL 
INFORMATION, GOSSIP HAS ALSO BEEN FOUND 
TO BE AN EFFECTIVE MEANS OF MODERATING 

SOCIAL BEHAVIOR. 



IN ONE STUDY, PARTICIPANTS PLAYED A GAME IN 
WHICH MONETARY REWARDS WERE DIVIDED AT 

THE END OF EACH ROUND OF PLAY. 



OVER THE COURSE OF SEVERAL GAMES, PLAYERS 
SHARED INFORMATION ABOUT PARTICIPANTS WHO 
KEPT MORE OF THEIR WINNINGS FOR THEMSELVES.



THE OTHERS OSTRACIZED SUCH STINGY PLAYERS AND 
ACTUALLY FORCED THEM TO BE MORE COOPERATIVE 

AND GENEROUS THAN IN EARLIER GAMES.



WHEN GOSSIP INVOLVES A SEVERE ENOUGH 
TRANSGRESSION — ONE INVOLVING A SOCIAL 

NORM THAT WILL RESULT IN THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC’S REJECTION OF THE TRANSGRESSOR IT 

PLAYS A ROLE IN CREATING A SCANDAL THROUGH 
PUBLICIZING THE BEHAVIOR. 



SUCH INFORMATION SHARING CAN BE BOTH BY 
WORD OF MOUTH AS WELL AS THROUGH OTHER 
MEDIA — THOSE PAPERS THAT SPECIALIZED IN 

SUCH INFORMATION THAT LANGDALE PIKE 
SUPPLIED AS WELL AS SOCIAL MEDIA OF TODAY.



IN SEVERAL CASES IN MY CASES, PERPETRATORS 
COMMITTED A CRIME TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 

SUCH INFORMATION AND, THUS, AVOID A SCANDAL. 



THE OSTRACISM THAT COULD HAVE ENSUED FROM 
SUCH COMMON KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR ACTION 

MIGHT HAVE LED TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR 
LIVELIHOOD, MARRIAGE, OR SOCIAL STATUS. 



IN MORE THAN ONE CASE, YOU CHOSE TO ASSIST 
THEM IN AVERTING SUCH GOSSIP BY APPLYING 

YOUR OWN CONCEPT OF JUSTICE AND RATHER THAN 
SHARING IT WITH THE LEGAL AUTHORITIES, KEPT 

THE PARTICULARS TO YOURSELF. 



AS I NOTED, MANY OF YOUR CASE NOTES IN THE 
DISPATCH BOX AT COX & CO. HELD OTHERS’ 
SECRETS MOST LIKELY ENOUGH TO RAISE 
LANGDALE PIKE’S INCOME EVEN HIGHER. 



LUCKILY FOR SUCH CLIENTS, YOU WERE ONE WHO 
RESPECTED THEIR CONFIDENCES. 



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 080 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 081, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT PAWNBROKERS AND THE PAWN 
BUSINESS DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



REFERENCES FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://WWW.APA.ORG/SCIENCE/ABOUT/PSA/2005/04/GOSSIP
• HTTPS://TIME.COM/5680457/WHY-DO-PEOPLE-GOSSIP/
• HTTPS://WWW.PSYCHOLOGYTODAY.COM/US/BLOG/TALKING-APES/201502/WHY-YOU-WERE-BORN-GOSSIP
• HTTPS://ACADEMIC.OUP.COM/RESTUD/ARTICLE/86/6/2453/5345571
• ARI ADUT, ON SCANDAL: MORAL DISTURBANCES IN SOCIETY, POLITICS AND ART, CAMBRIDGE: 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2008.
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