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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 070… TODAY WE WILL BE 
LOOKING AT THE DISEASE 'YELLOW FEVER' DURING 

THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



YELLOW FEVER CAUSED THE DEATH OF RODGER 
BASKERVILLE IN CENTRAL AMERICA IN THE HOUND 

OF THE BASKERVILLES AND EFFIE HEBRON’S 
HUSBAND IN ATLANTA IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF 

THE YELLOW FACE.' 



PRIMARILY A TROPICAL DISEASE—AS IN RODGER 
BASKERVILLE’S CASE — OUTBREAKS PRIOR TO AND 
DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA WERE DOCUMENTED 

IN COOLER CLIMES, SUCH AS ATLANTA AND 
ENGLAND, AS WELL.



THE SYMPTOMS INITIALLY APPEARED SIMILAR TO 
THE FLU WITH HEADACHES, BODY ACHES, AND 

CHILLS AND FEVER… THE ACUTE PHASE (LASTING 
THREE TO FOUR DAYS) WAS MARKED, IN ADDITION 
TO THOSE THAT FIRST APPEARED, BY A LOSS OF 

APPETITE, SHIVERS, AND BACKACHES.



FOLLOWING THIS PERIOD, MOST RECOVERED, BUT 
ABOUT 15% PROGRESSED TO THE TOXIC PHASE, 
EXHIBITING DECREASED URINATION, JAUNDICE 
(HENCE, THE NAME 'YELLOW FEVER'), VOMITING, 
SEIZURES, AND DELIRIUM… ABOUT 50% OF THOSE 

EXPERIENCING THESE ADVANCED SYMPTOMS 
WOULD DIE.



WHILE IT IS KNOWN TODAY TO BE CARRIED BY THE 
AEDES AEGYPTI MOSQUITO (ASSOCIATED RECENTLY 

WITH THE ZIKA VIRUS OUTBREAK) DURING MY 
TIME, TWO COMPETING THEORIES EXISTED 

RELATED TO ITS TRANSMISSION.



THE 'CONTAGIONISTS' BELIEVED YELLOW FEVER 
COULD BE PASSED FROM PERSON TO PERSON 
THROUGH CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH AN 
INFECTED PERSON… THE 'INFECTIONISTS' 

INSISTED THAT MIASMA, AIR POLLUTION CREATED 
BY PUTREFYING PLANT AND ANIMAL WASTE, 

SICKENED THOSE WHO BREATHED IT.



BOTH THESE THEORIES RELIED, IN PART, ON THE 
IDEA THAT SUCH DISEASES WERE 'FILTH 

DISEASES,' PRIMARILY CARRIED BY AFRICAN 
SLAVES TRANSPORTED TO DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.



SEVERAL WELL-KNOWN OUTBREAKS WERE 
ASSOCIATED WITH SHIPS TRAVELING FROM 

AFRICA OR CENTRAL AMERICA.



SUCH EPISODES ORIGINATED IN THE SUMMER IN 
PORT CITIES WHERE INFECTIONS PASSED FROM 

THOSE ON THE SHIP — SUCH AS THOSE 
IMPORTING SUGAR FROM CUBA (1802) OR BRAZIL 

(1820) — TO THE PORT CITY’S POPULATION.



GIVEN THE MOSQUITO’S LIFESPAN AND THE 
DURATION OF TRANSATLANTIC JOURNEYS 

THEORIES IDENTIFIED WATER BARRELS AS THE 
MOST LIKELY MEANS FOR TRANSPORTING THE 

DISEASE FROM PORT TO PORT.



ONCE ONBOARD, FEMALE MOSQUITOS LAID THEIR EGGS 
IN THE BARRELS, ALLOWING GENERATIONS TO LIVE AND 

BREED UNTIL THEIR ARRIVAL IN A NEW PORT WHERE 
THEY COULD INFECT THE LOCAL POPULATION.



ONE OF THE DEADLIEST OUTBREAKS AFFECTED A 
NUMBER OF PORTS IN 1793… THE HANKEY PICKED UP 
THE SURVIVORS OF AN ILL-FATED COLONY ON THE 

ISLAND OF BOLAMA OFF THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA.



MANY HAD ALREADY SUCCUMBED TO YELLOW 
FEVER, AND AS THE SHIP STOPPED IN BARBADOS, 
GRENADA SAINT DOMINIQUE, AND PHILADELPHIA, 
THE DISEASE WOULD BREAK OUT WITHIN DAYS OF 

THE SHIP’S ARRIVAL.



THE EPIDEMIC WAS SO BAD, GEORGE WASHINGTON 
FLED PHILADELPHIA TO MT. VERNON TO AVOID 

CONTRACTING THE DISEASE.



IN ALL 1/10 (5,000) OF THE CITY’S POPULATION DIED. 
THE SHIP THEN RETURNED TO ENGLAND, BUT WORD OF 
ITS DESTRUCTIVE PATH REACHED THE COUNTRY AND 
AFTER THE PASSENGERS AND CREW DISEMBARKED, 

THEY BURNED THE SHIP TO THE WATERLINE AND SANK 
IT TO THE BOTTOM OF THE THAMES.



DESPITE MANY OF THOSE ON THE SHIP 
SUCCUMBING TO THE DISEASE, THE CAPTAIN 

NEVER FLEW 'THE YELLOW JACK,' A FLAG 
WARNING OTHERS OF AN INFECTION ONBOARD… 

IF HE HAD, EVERYONE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
QUARANTINED AND THE PANDEMIC AVERTED.



EVEN DURING THE PHILADELPHIA OUTBREAK, 
MOSQUITOS WERE NEVER CONSIDERED A CARRIER 

ALTHOUGH DR. BENJAMIN RUSH (A LOCAL 
PHYSICIAN) OBSERVED IN HIS METICULOUS NOTES 
A GREATER THAN USUAL NUMBER OF MOSQUITOS 

THAT SUMMER.



IN 1886, DR. CARLOS FINLAY PROPOSED THAT 
MOSQUITOS TRANSMITTED THE DISEASE, BUT HE 
WAS IGNORED FOR TWENTY YEARS, UNTIL WALTER 
REED AND OTHER RESEARCHERS VISITED HIM IN 
CUBA TO STUDY THE INFECTION… A VACCINE, 
HOWEVER, TOOK MORE THAN THIRTY YEARS 

BEFORE MAX THEILER AND HIS TEAM DEVELOPED 
IT IN 1937.



THEY CONFIRMED HIS ASSERTION, AND THE TEAM 
ULTIMATELY ERADICATED THE DISEASE FROM 

PANAMA AND CUBA.



HAD THE FINDINGS OF DR. FINLAY BEEN GIVEN 
MORE ATTENTION, EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE THE 

DISEASE MIGHT HAVE PROGRESSED MUCH SOONER.



UNFORTUNATELY, SUCH INFORMATION WOULD HAVE 
COME TOO LATE TO SAVE ROGER BASKERVILLE OR 

EFFIE’S HUSBAND… MANY OTHERS, HOWEVER, 
WOULD HAVE BEEN SPARED A DISEASE THAT STILL 

CLAIMS ABOUT 30,000 A YEAR.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 070 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 071, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE CARBONARI, A VERY SECRET 
ITALIAN SOCIETY, DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



REFERENCES FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://WWW.HEALTHLINE.COM/HEALTH/YELLOW-FEVER#PREVENTION
• HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS-ROOM/FACT-SHEETS/DETAIL/ZIKA-VIRUS
• HTTPS://WWW.JSTOR.ORG/STABLE/158263?SEQ=3#PAGE_SCAN_TAB_CONTENTS
• HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/SCIENCE/YELLOW-FEVER
• HTTPS://PDFS.SEMANTICSCHOLAR.ORG/6070/427464C1CD26AEB71C8C8D01B8661AAAA079.PDF
• HTTPS://WWW.ANNMARIEACKERMANN.COM/HANKEY-YELLOW-FEVER-NAUTICAL-SIGNAL-FLAGS/
• HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/BIOGRAPHY/CARLOS-J-FINLAY
• HTTPS://WWW.HISTORYOFVACCINES.ORG/TIMELINE/YELLOW-FEVER
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