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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 062… TODAY HOLMES AND I 
WILL BE LOOKING AT THE CITY OF AGRA, INDIA.



THE ORIGINS OF THE SIGN OF THE FOUR ARE BE 
ROOTED IN THE ANCIENT INDIAN CITY OF AGRA.



FOR JONATHAN SMALL, HOWEVER, THE TIME HE 
SPENT IN AGRA’S FORT MARKED THE BEGINNING OF 
A THIRTY-ONE-YEAR QUEST FOR THE TREASURE HE 

FIRST LAID HANDS ON DURING THE INDIAN 
MUTINY OF 1857.



AGRA THE CITY, ORIGINALLY CALLED AGREVANA, 
WAS MENTIONED IN THE EPIC SANSKRIT POEM, 

THE MAHABHARATA, WRITTEN ABOUT 400 BC… THE 
FORT ITSELF, HOWEVER, WAS ORIGINALLY BUILT 

BY RAJA BADAL SINGH, A RAJPUT KING.



IN 1504, SIKANDAR KHAN LODI, AN AFGHAN 
RULER, REBUILT BOTH THE FORT AND THE CITY 

AND MOVED HIS CAPITAL THERE.



AFTER HIS SON, IBRAHIM KHAN LODI, WAS 
DEFEATED BY THE MUGHALS (THE INDIAN 

SPELLING OF MONGOL) IN 1526, BABUR, THE FIRST 
MUGHAL EMPEROR, RECONSTRUCTED THE FORT.



FOUR THOUSAND WORKERS COMPLETED THE RED 
SANDSTONE STRUCTURE IN EIGHT YEARS. AFTER 

THE MUGHAL RULER SHAH JAHAN MOVED HIS 
CAPITAL TO DELHI IN 1648, AGRA REMAINED A 
THRIVING CITY AND PASSED TO MARATHAS (AN 

INDIAN POWER THAT ENDED MUGHAL 
DOMINATION) CONTROL IN 1785.



THEY RENAMED THE CITY 'AGRA' AND RULED 
THERE UNTIL DEFEATED IN 1803 BY THE BRITISH.



UNDER THE ENGLISH, THE CITY BECAME THE 
CAPITAL FOR THE NORTHWEST PROVINCES. THE 
FORT’S 70-FOOT HIGH WALLS ENCOMPASS 94 

ACRES AND FOLLOW THE YAMUNA RIVER ON ONE 
SIDE. WITHIN ITS WALLS, VARIOUS RULERS 
ADDED TO THE BUILDINGS HOUSED THERE.



ONE OF THE EARLIEST PALACES, AKBAI MAHAL, IS 
NOW IN RUINS, BUT OTHERS STILL STAND, 
INCLUDING THE JAHANGIRI MAHAL (BUILT 

BETWEEN 1565 AND 1569) THE SHEESH MAHAL 
(BUILT IN 1631) NAMED THE 'GLASS PALACE' FOR 
ITS MIRRORS ON THE WALLS AND CEILINGS; AND 
THE WHITE MARBLE KHAS MAHAL (BUILT BETWEEN 

1631 AND 1640).



THE FORT ALSO HOLDS THREE MOSQUES. THE 
MOTI AND NAGINA MASJID ARE BOTH OF WHITE 
MARBLE. THE THIRD, THE MINA MOSQUE, ALSO 
HAS MARBLE TILES BUT HAS A SIMPLER DESIGN 
BECAUSE IT WAS BUILT FOR THE ROYAL LADIES’ 

PRIVATE WORSHIP.



TWO HALLS, ONE FOR PUBLIC AND ANOTHER FOR 
PRIVATE AUDIENCES, WERE ALSO CONSTRUCTED 

INSIDE THE FORT.



AS JONATHAN SMALL NOTED, THE CITY AND FORT 
BECAME ONE OF THE CENTERS OF THE INDIAN 

MUTINY OF 1857.



IN THE SIGN OF THE FOUR, SMALL RECOUNTED HOW 
THE FORT HAD A MODERN AREA, WHICH HOUSED 

THOSE SEEKING SHELTER FROM THE REBELS AS WELL 
AS AN OLDER, ABANDONED SECTION, TAKEN OVER BY 

'SCORPIONS AND CENTIPEDES.'



HE ALSO SHARED HOW THE FORT’S NUMEROUS 
GATES HAD TO BE GUARDED AND DEFENDED, AND 
HE HAD BEEN ASSIGNED ONE OF THOSE IN THE 

OLD SECTION.



AN ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLES AROUND AGRA 
WRITTEN IN 1892 DESCRIBED HOW 6,000 

EUROPEANS TOOK SHELTER IN THE FORT DURING 
THE MUTINY AFTER BRITISH MILITARY AND CIVIL 
OFFICERS DETERMINED THAT ALL 'CHRISTIANS' 

SHOULD BE HOUSED THERE.



THESE REFUGEES INCLUDED FRENCH NUNS, 
ITALIAN PRIESTS, MISSIONARIES FROM OHIO, 
PARISIAN ACROBATS AND AMERICAN SALESMEN.



THE REBELS MADE VARIOUS ATTEMPTS 
THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER TO ATTACK THE FORT 
UNTIL THE FALL WHEN SEASONED BRITISH SIKH 
AND PUNJABI TROOPS ARRIVED AND ROUTED THE 

REBELS IN A FINAL ATTACK ON OCTOBER 10.



AFTER THE MUTINY, THE CAPITAL OF THE 
NORTHWEST PROVINCES WAS MOVED TO 

ALLAHABAD, AND AGRA DECLINED.



WHILE JONATHAN SMALL’S ACCOUNT OF HIS TIME 
IN AGRA FOCUSED ON THE FORT, THE CITY 

ACTUALLY HELD MANY FAMOUS STRUCTURES… 
PERHAPS THE MOST WELL-KNOWN WAS THE TAJ 
MAHAL, A TOMB BUILT BY SHAH JAHAN FOR HIS 

BELOVED WIFE MUMTAZ MAHAL.



HE ALSO BUILT THE PEARL-MARBLE MOSQUE, THE 
MOTI MASJID MENTIONED ABOVE, AS A FINAL 
PROJECT BEFORE HE MOVED THE CAPITAL FROM 

AGRA TO DELHI.



CURRENTLY, BETWEEN 7 AND 8 MILLION TOURISTS 
TRAVEL TO AGRA EACH YEAR, BUT EVEN IN JONATHAN 

SMALL’S DAY, THE CITY ATTRACTED VISITORS.



SEVERAL GUIDES AND DIARIES WRITTEN BY AND 
FOR THOSE TRAVELING TO INDIA WERE PUBLISHED 
IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY… OF PARTICULAR NOTE 
WAS THE JOHN MURRAY SERIES OF HANDBOOKS 

FOR TRAVELLERS.



THE EARLIEST ONE ABOUT INDIA WAS PUBLISHED 
IN 1859 AND A SECOND, PUBLISHED IN 1911, 

CONTAINS A MAP OF THE AGRA FORT.



WHILE FOR SMALL, THE ONLY AGRA TREASURE WAS 
AN IRON BOX FULL OF DIAMONDS, RUBIES, AND 

PEARLS, THE CITY HELD AND STILL HOLDS A 
NUMBER OF RICHES AVAILABLE FOR ALL TO ENJOY.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 062 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 063, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE USE OF CARDBOARD DURING THE 
VICTORIAN PERIOD.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://WWW.BRITANNICA.COM/TECHNOLOGY/TYPEWRITER
• HTTP://WWW.BBC.COM/NEWS/MAGAZINE-23432653
• ROBERT WALLER, “WOMEN AND THE TYPEWRITER DURING THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS, 1873-1923.” 

STUDIES IN POPULAR CULTURE, 9:1 (1986)
• GREGORY ANDERSON, THE WHITE-BLOUSE REVOLUTION: FEMALE OFFICE WORKERS SINCE 1870, 

MANCHESTER: MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1988
• SALLY MITCHELL (EDITOR), VICTORIAN BRITAIN: AN ENCYCLOPEDIA, NEW YORK: GARLAND 

PUBLISHING, 1988
• DAVID CROWN, “LANDMARKS IN TYPEWRITING IDENTIFICATION,” 58 JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL LAW, 

CRIMINOLOGY & POLICE SCIENCE 105 (1967)
• HTTP://WWW.FORENSICSCIENCESIMPLIFIED.ORG/DOCS/HOW.HTML
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