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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 061… TODAY, HOLMES AND I 
WILL LOOK AT TRAVEL DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA.



TWO OF SHERLOCK HOLMES’ ADVENTURES MAKE A 
REFERENCE TO BRADSHAW’S: THE VALLEY OF FEAR 
AND 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE COPPER BREECHES.'



WHILE VICTORIANS WOULD HAVE BEEN 
INTIMATELY FAMILIAR WITH THIS RAILWAY 

TIMETABLE AND GUIDEBOOK, ITS USEFULNESS AND 
FULL COMPLEMENT OF FEATURES IS LOST ON MOST 

MODERN READERS.



THE FIRST HINT OF THE BOOK’S UBIQUITOUS 
NATURE WAS YOUR OBSERVATION IN THE VALLEY OF 
FEAR THAT A CLUE TO A CIPHERED MESSAGE WOULD 
BE WITHIN A SET OF 'STANDARDIZED BOOKS WHICH 

ANYONE MAY BE SUPPOSED TO POSSESS.'



FAR FROM A DRY LISTING OF DEPARTURE AND 
ARRIVAL TIMES, THE BOOK INCLUDES A MYRIAD OF 

INFORMATION ON EACH DESTINATION LISTED…



…MAKING IT A 'MUST HAVE' FOR TRAVELERS OF 
THE ERA AND A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF THE WORDS 

NEEDED TO CRACK THE CODE.



GEORGE BRADSHAW FIRST PUBLISHED HIS 
RAILWAY TIMETABLE IN 1839, FOLLOWING THE 

INTRODUCTION OF RAILWAYS IN BRITAIN.



AS DESCRIBED BY MICHAEL PORTILLO, MORE ABOUT 
HIM LATER, THE SYSTEM WAS 'HIGGLEDY-

PIGGLEDY; FREE-ENTERPRISE RAMPANT, LINES 
EVERYWHERE, NO PLANNING OR CO-ORDINATION.'



THE TIMETABLE, THEN, WAS A MUST FOR 
VICTORIANS TO GET AROUND IN A TIME BEFORE 

CARS, OR IN SOME CASES, EVEN ROADS.



ORIGINALLY TITLED BRADSHAW’S RAILWAY TIME 
TABLES, THE SECOND EDITION, BRADSHAW’S 

RAILWAY COMPANION IN 1840 WAS RENAMED AND 
RE-PRICED, BUT WAS CHANGED BACK TO THE 

ORIGINAL TITLE AND PRICE IN 1841.



BEGINNING WITH THE SECOND YEAR, 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL WAS SOLD TO KEEP THE 

TIMETABLES UP TO DATE.



IN 1847, BRADSHAW PUBLISHED A COMPANION 
VOLUME FOR EUROPEAN RAILWAYS, BRADSHAW’S 

CONTINENTAL RAILWAY GUIDE.



THE ORIGINAL TIMETABLES WERE EXPANDED TO 
INCLUDE MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, AND OTHER 

DESCRIPTIONS OF TOWNS SERVICED BY THE RAILWAYS…



…AND BECAME BRADSHAW’S DESCRIPTIVE RAILWAY 
HANDBOOK, AND BY 1898, THE ORIGINAL EIGHT-

PAGE EDITION HAD GROWN TO 946 PAGES.



THE GUIDE’S CREATOR, GEORGE BRADSHAW, 1801-
1853, WAS AN ENGRAVER AND PUBLISHER IN 

MANCHESTER AND HAD ALREADY ESTABLISHED HIS 
REPUTATION WITH HIS PUBLICATION BRADSHAW’S 

MAPS OF INLAND NAVIGATION.



ALTHOUGH HE CONTRACTED CHOLERA WHILE ON A 
TRIP TO NORWAY AND DIED BEFORE LEAVING THE 

COUNTY, HIS GUIDES CONTINUED TO BE 
PUBLISHED UNTIL 1961…



…WHEN THE NATIONALIZATION OF THE 
RAILWAYS, THE RISE IN AUTOMOBILES, AND THE 
CREATION OF A MODERN HIGHWAY SYSTEM ALL 

LED TO A DECLINE IN RAIL TRAVEL.



IN 2010, A BBC SERIES BY MICHAEL PORTILLO RE-
IGNITED INTEREST IN BRADSHAW’S GUIDES.



PORTILLO WOULD MOST LIKELY DISAGREE WITH 
YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE GUIDE’S VOCABULARY 

BEING 'NERVOUS AND TERSE.'



HE NOTES THAT 'SOME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF 
INDUSTRIAL TOWNS HAVE IMAGERY THAT ALMOST 
RECALLS DANTE'S INFERNO, WITH THE RED GLOW 

OF ALL THE FURNACES IN THE IRONWORKS.'



GIVEN THE DETAILS THE BOOK PROVIDED, FEW 
VICTORIANS WERE NOT LIKELY 'TO LEAVE HOME 

WITHOUT IT.'



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 061 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 062, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT AGRA, INDIA, ONE OF THE PROMINENT 
SCENES FROM THE SIGN OF FOUR.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN. THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES: WITH AN INTRODUCTION FROM ROBERT 
RYAN. SIMON & SCHUSTER UK. KINDLE EDITION.

• HTTPS://BRADSHAWSGUIDE.ORG/ABOUT
• HTTP://WWW.TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/TRAVEL/RAIL-JOURNEYS/GREAT-CONTINENTAL-RAILWAY-

JOURNEYS-MICHAEL-PORTILLO-GETS-BACK-ON-TRACK/
• HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/BRADSHAW%27S_GUIDE
• HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/GEORGE_BRADSHAW
• HTTPS://WWW.AMERICANEXPRESS.COM/ICC/TRADEMARKS.HTML
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