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Welcome to topic # 50é 
Today Miss Lyndsay and I 

will be looking at governesses 
during our period.



Six governesses appeared in the Sherlock 
Holmesõ stories: Mary Morstan in òThe 
Sign of the Four,ó Violet Hunter in òThe 
Adventure of the Copper Breechesóé



é Violet Smith in òThe 
Adventure of the Solitary 
Cyclist,ó Miss Burnet in òThe 
Adventure of Wisteria Lodgeóé



éMiss Dobney in òThe 
Disappearance of Lady Carfaxó 
and Grace Dunbar in òThe 
Adventure of Thor Bridge.ó



Their fictional circumstances 
reflected common problems 

true - life Victorian governesses 
faced in their job.



For the well - educated, unmarried 
middle- class woman, the post of 

governess was one of few occupations 
open to someone of her status.



These women often selected the 
profession following the loss or 
bankruptcy of their father or 

brother or when faced with a lack 
of marital prospects.



During the 1800s, women outnumbered 
the men in Britain, and by enough that 

many sought employment as the only 
means of sustaining themselves.


