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Welcome to topic # 025… Today 
Master Doyle and I will be looking 
at the ritual of marriage during the 

Victorian period.



In “The Adventure of the Noble 
Bachelor,” Hatty Doran vanished during 

her wedding breakfast after her 
marriage to Lord Robert St. Simon.



Up until the scandal of her 
disappearance, the sequence of 
events illustrated many of the 

typical Victorian wedding traditions.



For the Victorian woman, marrying well was the goal 
in her life. That is, an appropriate match within 
one’s social class to a man who would provide for 
her at the level to which she was accustomed.



While Hatty Doran is an 
American and something of a 

tomboy, as the only daughter of 
a millionaire and a noble woman…



…at heart with an honorable 
reputation, her match with Lord 

St. Simon is considered 
advantageous—especially for him.



His family’s precarious 
economic position will be 
eased by the large dowry 

her father offers.



Hatty’s father Aloysius Doran would have known of St. 
Simon’s poor economic status because financial aspects of 

both the prospective bride and groom were openly discussed 
and negotiated prior to announcing the engagement.



Often the family would put 
the dowry in an estate trust 
which the bride continued to 
control after her marriage.



If no trust was created, all 
her possessions reverted to 

her husband on their 
wedding day.



Apparently Mr. Doran hadn’t 
considered a trust necessary 

because Holmes notes St. Simon 
now has control of the dowry.



Following such negotiations, the 
engagement would be 

announced, perhaps first to 
close friends and family.



The friends would then let others know. Thus, 
the announcement in the Morning Post noted the 

engagement between Hatty and Robert is 
“rumored,” rather than formally declared.



The bride was expected 
to pick the wedding’s 

actual date and venue.



A number of traditions and 
rhymes provided guidance on 
the selection of the month 
and the day of the week.



Traditionally, however, June was the 
most popular month for a number of

reasons: it was named after the Juno, 
the Roman goddess of marriage…



…it occurred after Lent; the weather 
was warmer; and the first child would 
be born in the spring, with enough time 

to recover before the fall harvest.



Hatty, however, chose the autumn, shortly after 
she and Robert were reacquainted during the 
London season, which occurred each year from 

January or February to July or August.



Weddings would take place either in the bride’s 
home or her parish church, but by the 1850s, 

almost all occurred in church, and until the 1880s, 
the law required them to be in the morning.



Toward the end of the century, the 
ceremony could take place as late as 3 pm. 
Interestingly, Hatty chose St. George’s on 

Hanover Square as her venue.



An appropriate choice, given that this 
particular church was popular among 
Americans living or visiting London, 

including Theodore Roosevelt.



In addition to the wedding 
party and invited guests, 

strangers could also 
observe a church wedding.



English law prohibited marriages 
performed behind closed doors, 
and so the church remained open 

during the ceremony.



Thus, when Hatty’s true husband, Francis H. 
Moulton, slipped in with others observing the 
ceremony, he didn’t call any undue attention 
from the wedding party—except for Hatty.



St. Simon noted the church 
was open and the man was 

but one of several strangers 
sitting in the pews.



With a morning wedding, a 
breakfast reception 

followed at the bride’s 
parents’ home. 



Depending on the number of guests and 
the size of the room, guests might 
stand throughout the reception, but 

the couple would be seated.



Hatty and Robert’s table was
positioned in such a way she was 
able to see out the window of 

her father’s home.



While not mentioned, the silk wedding 
dress Francis Moulton dropped in the 

Serpentine Lake in Hyde Park was most 
likely white, as were her shoes.



In 1840, brides began 
wearing white gowns 

following Queen 
Victoria’s trend.



Before that, gowns were most likely 
green for young women (a symbol of 
fertility) brown for those in their 

twenties, and black for older women.



St. Simon might have spared himself 
the trouble and scandal of his new 
bride running off if he’d chosen to 
whisk her to Gretna Green instead.



From the mid-1700s, 
couples would elope across 

the border with Scotland to 
be married by a blacksmith.



Unlike in England, the bride 
and groom could be wed by a 
simple declaration in front 

of two witnesses.



Because the blacksmith shop 
was always open, those eloping 
would stop there to make their 

declaration…



…with the blacksmith pounding 
on his anvil at the end of the 
ceremony to indicate the two 
had been forged into one.



In the end, St. Simon and 
Hatty’s traditional ceremony 

assisted Holmes’s investigation.



Hatty’s reaction to one of the uninvited 
guests at the church and her view from the 
wedding breakfast table were all Holmes 
needs to solve the case of this runaway 

bride.



… yes, but we’ll be 
back with another 

topic soon…

So we have completed 
topic # 025 in our 

series… 
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