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Welcome to topic # 012é today we will 
be looking at social gentlemenõs clubs, 

which are the rage during Victorian times.



In òThe Adventure of the Greek 
Interpreter,ó you introduced readers 
to the Diogenes Club, òthe queerest 

club in London.ó



While gentlemenõs clubs were first 
established in the 1700s, they reached 

their hey - day in the 1800s when more than 
four hundred such establishments existedé



éas gentlemen sought out the company of like-
minded men to relieve the stress and routine 
of daily life in surroundings they would not 

have been able to afford on their own.



The first members - only private 
clubs (notably, Whiteõs, Brooksõ 
and Boodleõs) offered aristocrats 
a place for legal gamingé



ébut gained in popularity as more and 
more men were allowed the vote 
under the Reform Acts and could 
then call themselves ògentlemen.ó



With the first clubs having a wait list of 
sometimes twenty years or more, those unable 

to join the established organizations often 
created their own based on similar interests.


