
SHERLOCK HOLMES CANONPUZZLES 
Word Search, Criss Cross & Crossword Puzzle

DEVELOPED BY STEVE MASON

The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes 

The Adventure of the Retired 
Colourman -- Part 3

These Puzzles include specific terms related to the story.  
All words and terms come directly out of the Canon.

Thanks to Bill Dorn for his gracious allowance of 
vocabulary words from Study Guide to Sherlock Holmes, 

vols. 1 and 2



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.
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Retired Colourman    (Puzzle #7)

AFFAIR
ARRESTING
AUSTERE
BOWED
BROODED
CHESS
COLOURMAN
CONSTABLES
DINGY
EARNEST
FUTILE
GOOD
GRIEVANCES
HAVEN
INCURABLES
KEPT
LINED
MALEVOLENT
MAN
MASONIC
MISER
MOTTLED
OBTRUDED
PATHETIC
PERCHANCE
PLUNDERED
POOH
QUACK
REPUTE
SARDONIC
SCOWL
SINGULAR
SLIP
SNAKY
STIFLE
SWANK
TEMPEST
UNDERSTUDY
VICAR
WHITHER
WREATHS



Retired Colourman   (Puzzle #8) 

BROODED
EARNEST
MASONIC
MOTTLED
TEMPEST

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

CHESS
DINGY
HAVEN
LINED
MISER

AFFAIR
FUTILE
REPUTE
STIFLE
AUSTERE

QUACK
SCOWL
SNAKY
SWANK
VICAR

CONSTABLES
GRIEVANCES
INCURABLES
MALEVOLENT
UNDERSTUDY

WHITHER
WREATHS
OBTRUDED
PATHETIC
SARDONIC

SINGULAR
ARRESTING
COLOURMAN
PERCHANCE
PLUNDERED

GOOD
KEPT
POOH
SLIP
BOWED



Retired Colourman    (Puzzle #9)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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Retired Colourman    (Puzzle #9)
Across
2. Place of safety or refuge
4. Bent with age or under pressure
6. ‘What an ____ I have been’
8. Handle of a knife or axe
12. Out of the ordinary
13. Angry or bad-tempered expression
15. To what place or state
17. Chemical substances that neutralize alkalis and 

dissolves some metals
18. Bravado
19. Nothing
22. Strong storm
24. Expressing a change of state
25. Matter that is a particular person's concern
30. Real or imagined wrongs or other causes for 

complaint or protest
32. Annum
34. Manner of doing something
35. Snake-like fish
36. In addition to
37. Perhaps; by some chance
40. Horny coverings on the upper surface of fingers
41. Remain in place
42. Structure forming the upper covering of a building
43. Displaying ill will
45. Worst - _____
48. Binding over a mouth
49. Stand-in; substitute
50. Person who hoards wealth and spends as little 

money as possible
52. Marked with stripes
53. Colour; tint
55. Gloomy and drab
57. Exclamation of frustration
58. Imposed themselves without invitation
59. Plan
60. Member of the clergy
62. Arrive at a fact by reasoning; draw as a logical 

conclusion
64. Spotted or blotched with different shades or colour
66. Termination
67. Curls or rings of smoke
68. Resulting from sincere and intense conviction

Down
1. Tossed
3. Sombre and grave
5. Desire
6. Everyone; everything
7. Error; mistake
9. Incapable of producing any useful results
10. Untrained person who pretends to be a physician 

and dispenses medical advice and treatment
11. Scornfully or cynically mocking
14. A level area to which a ship may be moored
16. Cross - ____; punch; strike someone
18. Long and sinuous
20. Lowest rank of police officers
21. Large metal basket on wheels used for 

transporting loads
23. ____ - pin
26. Striking 
27. Relating to a secret fraternal organization of 

ancient origin
28. Challenge someone to do something
29. Tube with a nozzle and piston for ejecting liquid
30. Large waterbirds with long neck and short legs
31. Person who cannot be treated for physical or 

mental illness
33. Before the present time
37. Used to express disgust 
38. Made a harsh sound when being moved
39. Dealer in paints; worker who mixes dyes
44. Covered something with dark thick liquid
45. Gear; supplies
46. Stole goods from a place or person
47. Arousing pity, especially through vulnerability or 

sadness
51. Cunning
52. Thought deeply about something that makes one 

unhappy
54. Prevent or constrain an activity or idea
55. Cherished aspiration or ambition
56. Opinion generally held of someone or something
61. _____ - playing
63. Consume
65.  Large weight 
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Retired Colourman   (Puzzle #8) 
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Retired Colourman    (Puzzle #9)
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