
Adventure LVI – The Adventure of the Blanched 
Soldier
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is a tin of chocolate which was provided to British soldiers 
during the Boer War.

From the story:
I find from my notebook that it was in January 1903, just after the 

conclusion of the Boer War, that I had my visit from Mr James M. Dodd, a 
big, fresh, sunburned, upstanding Briton.
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Pictured are cigarette cards of British soldiers and statesmen involved in 
the Boer War.

From the story:
I find from my notebook that it was in January 1903, just after the 

conclusion of the Boer War…
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Pictured is James Dodd’s calling, or visiting, card presented to Holmes 
upon his arrival at Baker Street.

From the story:
‘As to Middlesex, your card has already shown me that you are a 

stockbroker from Throgmorton Street. What other regiment would you 
join?’
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Pictured is Victorian Cross and Ribbon, awarded to Colonel Emsworth 
for his service during the Crimean War.

From the story:
‘When I joined up in January, 1901 - just two years ago - young Godfrey 

Emsworth had joined the same squadron. He was Colonel Emsworth's only 
son - Emsworth, the Crimean VC - and he had the fighting blood in him, so 
it is no wonder he volunteered.’
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Pictured is the letter sent by James Dodd to Holmes concerning his 
friend Emsworth, and asking for Holmes’ assistance.

From the story:
‘Your letter came with that heading, and as you fixed this appointment 

in very pressing terms, it was clear that something sudden and important 
had occurred.’
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Pictured is the note from Colonel Emsworth to James Dodd concerning 
his son Godfrey.

From the story:
‘This time I had a reply, short and gruff. Godfrey had gone on a voyage 

round the world, and it was not likely that he would be back for a year. 
That was all.’
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Pictured is the note from Mrs Emsworth to James Dodd, inviting him to 
come visit their home.

From the story:
‘I wrote to the mother, therefore - I had had quite enough of the 

curmudgeon of a father… In reply I had quite an amiable answer from her 
and an offer to put me up for the night.’
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Pictured is the thank you note from a Turkish Sultan to Holmes for his 
undisclosed services. 

From the story:
I had also a commission from the Sultan of Turkey which called for 

immediate action, as political consequences of the gravest kind might 
arise from its neglect.
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Pictured are the disinfectant-smelling brown leather gloves worn by the 
Tuxbury Old Hall butler, Ralph. Holmes recognized the smell as a clue to 
the mystery.

From the story:
I turned, placed my hat there, knocked it off, stooped to pick it up, and 

contrived to bring my nose within a foot of the gloves. Yes, it was 
undoubtedly from them that the curious tarry odour was oozing.
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Pictured is the note Holmes wrote on a piece of paper and handed to 
Colonel Emsworth.

From the story:
‘Any police interference would bring about the very catastrophe which 

you dread.' I took out my notebook and scribbled one word upon a loose 
sheet. ‘That’, said I, as I handed it to Colonel Emsworth, ‘is what has 
brought us here.’
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Pictured is the calling cards for Mr Kent, who was treating Godfrey 
Emsworth, and Sir James Saunders, a noted dermatologist.

From the story:
‘Under pledge of secrecy, Mr Kent, who is a surgeon, was prepared to 

stay with me.’
‘I was able once to do him a professional service, and he is ready to 

advise as a friend rather than as a specialist. His name is Sir James 
Saunders.’
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Pictured is the Character Evaluation as part of the Discharge Certificate 
for Godfrey Emsworth, after Godfrey had spent time in a general hospital 
at Pretoria.

From the story:
‘He put me in a private room, treated me kindly, and within a week or 

so I was removed to the general hospital at Pretoria.’
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Pictured is a signed photo of Lord Roberts, Sir James Saunders, a famous 
dermatologist.

From the story:
‘His name is Sir James Saunders.’
The prospect of an interview with Lord Roberts would not have excited 

greater wonder and pleasure in a raw subaltern than was now reflected 
upon the face of Mr Kent.
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Pictured is the genuine card of instructions and duties of sentry guards 
in the service of the Middlesex Corps.

From the story:
‘Middlesex Corps, no doubt.’
‘That is so. Mr Holmes, you are a wizard.’
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Pictured is the cap badge for Dodd and Emsworth’s Service Regiment, 
the Middlesex Corps.

From the story:
‘Middlesex Corps, no doubt.’
‘That is so. Mr Holmes, you are a wizard.’
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Pictured is a Family Doctor Magazine listing types of madness.  Insanity 
was one possible explanation for isolating Emsworth.

From the story:
‘Insanity was more plausible. The presence of the second person in the 

outhouse suggested a keeper.’
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Pictured is an edition of the Lancet, a primary medical journal.  Holmes 
references the magazine.

From the story:
‘You will remember, Mr Dodd, that I felt round for points, asking you, for 

example, about the paper which Mr Kent was reading. Had it been The 
Lancet or The British Medical Journal it would have helped me.’
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Pictured is a book on leprosy, which may have assisted Godfrey 
Elmsworth in his own diagnosis of his ailment as pseudo-leprosy or 
ichthyosis.

From the story:
‘A well-marked case of pseudo-leprosy or ichthyosis, a scale-like 

affection of the skin, unsightly, obstinate, but possibly curable, and 
certainly non-infective.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Blanched Soldier” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is the H.M. Reiley & Co rifle, an elephant gun, which wounded 
Godfrey Emsworth during the Boer War.

From the story:
‘Then he was hit with a bullet from an elephant gun in the action near 

Diamond Hill outside Pretoria.’
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Pictured is a postal card for the town of Bedford, north of London.  
Tuxbury Old Park, the residence of the Emsworth, was near Bedford.

From the story:
‘My first move was to get down to his home, Tuxbury Old Park, near 

Bedford, and to see for myself how the ground lay.’

22The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier



Pictured is the Queen's South Africa Medal, issued to those who served 
during the Boer War, which was issued to both Godfrey Emsworth and 
James Dodd.

From the story:
‘There was no braver man in the regiment. He pulled me out once from 

under the rifles of the Boers, or maybe I should not be here.’
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Pictured is an issue of the Spectator, a weekly magazine, which James 
Dodd guessed might be the reading material of Mr Kent.

From the story:
‘Now that you mention it, it was not large. It might have been The 

Spectator.’
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Pictured is a postal card from Pretoria, South Africa, where Godfrey 
Emswoth treated for his gunshot and other injuries..

From the story:
‘He put me in a private room, treated me kindly, and within a week or 

so I was removed to the general hospital at Pretoria.’
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