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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛŀƴ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ A Study in 
Scarlet ς A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
hǾŜǊ мΣрлл ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ψ9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
ŦƻǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨcreatedΩ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ΨƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǳȄΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ά/ƻǊƻǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛƴ .ƻȄ {Ŏƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǳƭ Ŏƻ-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
5ƻōǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŀǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄŜǎ ƛǎ 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured is the coded letter from Porlock to Holmes.

From the story:
He leaned upon his hand, with his untasted breakfast before him, and 

he stared at the slip of paper which he had just drawn from its envelope.
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Pictured is the advertisement for The Valley of Fear which ran in the 
Sunday Review at the time of the publication of the story.
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƳ ǿƻǊƴ ƻƴ aƻǊƛŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻōΦ

From the story:
Ψ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƳŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ aƻǊƛŀǊǘȅΚΩ
Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΣ ŀǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŎǊƻƻƪǎ ŀǎ-Ω
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Pictured is the letter from Porlock to Holmes, as Porlock states he no 
longer wants to be involved with the situation.

From the story:
Holmes's calculation was fulfilled within a very few minutes by the 

appearance of Billy, the page, with the very letter which we were 
expecting.
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Pictured is the calling, or visiting, card for Sherlock Holmes.
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Pictured is the decoded message, written by Watson, as Holmes gave 
him the message, word by word.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ Ƴŀȅ - come - very - soon - one. Then we have the name 

Douglas ς rich - country - now - at - Birlstone - House - Birlstone - 
confidence - is - ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎϦΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΗΩ
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Pictured is a photo of Inspector MacDonald, a  young but trusted 
member of the detective force, who Holmes tolerated.

From the story:
Those were the early days at the end of the eighties, when Alec 

MacDonald was far from having attained the national fame which he has 
now achieved.
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Pictured are the postmarks from the letters posted by Porlock to 
Holmes.

From the story:
ΨtƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀƳōŜǊǿŜƭƭ - that doesn't help us much. Name, you say, is 

ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘΦΩ
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Pictured is a cipher reference book, popular for use in sending coded 
telegrams during the Victorian period.
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Pictured is a book on the artist Jean Baptiste Greuze. Holmes noted 
Moriarty had a painting by the famed artist.

From the story:
ΨWŜŀƴ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘŜ DǊŜǳȊŜΣΩ IƻƭƳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ Ψǿŀǎ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ мтрл ŀƴŘ муллΦΩ
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Pictured is the book on Jonathan Wild which Holmes suggests Inspector 
McDonald read.

From the story:
ΨIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ ²ƛƭŘΚΩ
ΨaǊ aŀŎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

to shut yourself up for three months and read twelve hours a day at the 
ŀƴƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜΦΩ
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Pictured is a postal card for the Deutsche Bank in Berlin, where Holmes 
surmised Moriarty kept a large sum of money at.

From the story:
ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ - the bulk of his 

fortune abroad in the Deutsche Bank or the Crédit Lyonnais as likely as 
ƴƻǘΦΩ
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Pictured is a blank cheque for the Crédit Lyonnais, where Holmes 
surmised Moriarty kept a large sum of money at.

From the story:
ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ - the bulk of his 

fortune abroad in the Deutsche Bank or the Crédit Lyonnais as likely as 
ƴƻǘΦΩ
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Pictured is the cheque issued from Union Bank of Manchester, signed by 
James Moriarty. The amount was the annual salary for Colonel Moran.

From the story:
Ψ{ƛȄ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ - the American 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǉǳƛǘŜ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦΩ
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Pictured is the letter from Constable Mason to Inspector MacDonald 
requesting Scotland Yard assistance in the murder investigation.

From the story:
White Mason, the local officer, was a personal friend, and hence 

MacDonald had been notified very much more promptly than is usual at 
Scotland Yard when provincials need their assistance.
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Pictured are the empty shot-gun shells, and the box they came in, used 
in the murder at Birlstone..

From the story:
ΨLǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ 

of a shot-ƎǳƴΦΩ
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Pictured is the Ordnance Survey Map for Maidstone, which is close to 
Tunbridge Wells where Baldwin stayed. The map was useful to Baldwin.

From the story:
It is the centre for a considerable area of country, since Tunbridge Wells, 

the nearest place of importance, is ten or twelve miles to the eastward, 
over the borders of Kent.
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘŀƭ ŎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ϥ{ƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘƛƭŜΣ aŀǊȅΩΣ ŀƴ irish song, 
as well as the sheet music for an Irish immigrant.

From the story:
ΧƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ǘŜƴƻǊ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƻōƭƛƎŜ 

with an excellent song.
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ WƻƘƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΩ ǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƴǳƎƎŜǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ

From the story:
Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƴǳƎƎŜǘ ƻƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘ 

snake-ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊΦΩ
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Pictured is the shotgun Baldwin brought to kill Douglas at Birlstone 
Manor.

From the story:
Ψbƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƘƻǘ-ƎǳƴΣΩ ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀǎƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ ΨL ǎŜŜƳ 

to have read that a sawed-off shot-gun is a weapon used in some parts of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦΩ
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Pictured is the fox horn used by hunters who used to gather at Birlstone 
Manor.

From the story:
Three centuries had flowed past the old Manor House, centuries of 

births and home-comings, of country dances and of the meetings of fox-
hunters.
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Pictured is an advertisement for a Rudge-Whitworth bicycle  like the  
ΨǿŜƭƭ-used Rudge-²ƘƛǘǿƻǊǘƘΩ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ .ŀƭŘǿƛƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ .ƛǊƭǎǘƻƴŜ aŀƴƻǊΦ

From the story:
Ψ²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘƭŜǊǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ 

inspecting a bicycle which had been drawn out from a clump of 
evergreens in which it had been concealed. It was a well-used Rudge-
²ƘƛǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ǎǇƭŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦΩ
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Pictured are Rudge Bicycle playing cards, the same brand as the bicycle 
Baldwin rode. Also pictured is the badge from the front of the bicycle.

From the story:
ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-used Rudge-Whitworth, splashed as from a considerable 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦΩ
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Pictured is the manual for the bicycle used by Baldwin to get to 
Birlstone.

From the story:
ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-used Rudge-Whitworth, splashed as from a considerable 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦΩ
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Pictured is the photo of Cecil Barker, the California partner and friend of 
John Douglas.

From the story:
He had prospered well, and Barker had first met him in California, 

where they had become partners in a success-fill mining claim at a place 
called Benito Canyon.
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Pictured are two $20 gold pieces from California, signifying some of the 
gold which John Douglas acquired while in California.

From the story:
He had prospered well, and Barker had first met him in California, 

where they had become partners in a success-fill mining claim at a place 
called Benito Canyon.
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Pictured is a photo of John Jack McGinty, Bodymaster of the Scowrers.

From the story:
He spoke it with anger and a sort of horror. McGinty was the name 

Bodymaster McGinty.
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Pictured is the cycle-ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǎŜȄ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ IŀǊƎǊŀǾŜΩǎ ό¢ŜŘ 
Baldwin) hotel room.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ ! 

cycle-ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƭŀȅ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ ǘŀōƭŜΦΩ
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Pictured is the short narrative of Birlstone which purchased from a local 
merchant by Holmes. 

From the story:
Ψ.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ 

account of the old building, purchasable at the modest sum of one penny 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻƴƛǎǘΦΩ
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ .ŀǊƪŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŀǘΦ

From the story:
ΨLϥƭƭ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜ ƛǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦ wŜŀŘȅΚ
Ψ5ŜŀǊ {ƛǊΣ - It has struck me that it is our duty to drain the moat, in the 

hope that we may find some-Ω
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ IŀǊƎǊŀǾŜΩǎ ό.ŀƭŘǿƛƴύ ƪƴƛŦŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ 
with a hammer.

From the story:
Ψ!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƘŜ ǎǇǊŀƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L 

lashed at him with the hammer. I got him somewhere, for the knife tinkled 
Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦΩ
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Pictured are the tools of the coal-ƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪǎΦ

From the story:
At least a dozen, by their grimed faces and the safety lanterns which 

they carried, proclaimed themselves as miners.
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Pictured is a group of miners, who were part of the Scowrers gang, 
intent on intimidating those who did not accept their demands.

From the story:
These sat smoking in a group, and conversed in low voices, glancing 

occasionally at two men on the opposite side of the car, whose uniform 
and badges showed them to be policemen.


