
Adventure XLVIII – The Valley of Fear
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured is the coded letter from Porlock to Holmes.

From the story:
He leaned upon his hand, with his untasted breakfast before him, and 

he stared at the slip of paper which he had just drawn from its envelope.



3The Valley of Fear

Pictured is the advertisement for The Valley of Fear which ran in the 
Sunday Review at the time of the publication of the story.
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Pictured is a charm worn on Moriarty’s watch fob.

From the story:
‘You have heard me speak of Professor Moriarty?’
‘The famous scientific criminal, as famous among crooks as-’
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Pictured is the letter from Porlock to Holmes, as Porlock states he no 
longer wants to be involved with the situation.

From the story:
Holmes's calculation was fulfilled within a very few minutes by the 

appearance of Billy, the page, with the very letter which we were 
expecting.



6The Valley of Fear

Pictured is the calling, or visiting, card for Sherlock Holmes.
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Pictured is the decoded message, written by Watson, as Holmes gave 
him the message, word by word.

From the story:
‘There is danger may - come - very - soon - one. Then we have the name 

Douglas – rich - country - now - at - Birlstone - House - Birlstone - 
confidence - is - pressing". There, Watson!’
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Pictured is a photo of Inspector MacDonald, a  young but trusted 
member of the detective force, who Holmes tolerated.

From the story:
Those were the early days at the end of the eighties, when Alec 

MacDonald was far from having attained the national fame which he has 
now achieved.
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Pictured are the postmarks from the letters posted by Porlock to 
Holmes.

From the story:
‘Posted in Camberwell - that doesn't help us much. Name, you say, is 

assumed.’
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Pictured is a cipher reference book, popular for use in sending coded 
telegrams during the Victorian period.
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Pictured is a book on the artist Jean Baptiste Greuze. Holmes noted 
Moriarty had a painting by the famed artist.

From the story:
‘Jean Baptiste Greuze,’ Holmes continued, joining his fingertips and 

leaning well back in his chair, ‘was a French artist who flourished between 
the years 1750 and 1800.’
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Pictured is the book on Jonathan Wild which Holmes suggests Inspector 
McDonald read.

From the story:
‘Have you ever read of Jonathan Wild?’
‘Mr Mac, the most practical thing that ever you did in your life would be 

to shut yourself up for three months and read twelve hours a day at the 
annals of crime.’
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Pictured is a postal card for the Deutsche Bank in Berlin, where Holmes 
surmised Moriarty kept a large sum of money at.

From the story:
‘I have no doubt that he has twenty banking accounts - the bulk of his 

fortune abroad in the Deutsche Bank or the Crédit Lyonnais as likely as 
not.’
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Pictured is a blank cheque for the Crédit Lyonnais, where Holmes 
surmised Moriarty kept a large sum of money at.

From the story:
‘I have no doubt that he has twenty banking accounts - the bulk of his 

fortune abroad in the Deutsche Bank or the Crédit Lyonnais as likely as 
not.’
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Pictured is the cheque issued from Union Bank of Manchester, signed by 
James Moriarty. The amount was the annual salary for Colonel Moran.

From the story:
‘Six thousand a year. That's paying for brains, you see - the American 

business principle. I learned that detail quite by chance.’
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Pictured is the letter from Constable Mason to Inspector MacDonald 
requesting Scotland Yard assistance in the murder investigation.

From the story:
White Mason, the local officer, was a personal friend, and hence 

MacDonald had been notified very much more promptly than is usual at 
Scotland Yard when provincials need their assistance.
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Pictured are the empty shot-gun shells, and the box they came in, used 
in the murder at Birlstone..

From the story:
‘It mentioned that his injuries had been in the head, from the discharge 

of a shot-gun.’
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Pictured is the Ordnance Survey Map for Maidstone, which is close to 
Tunbridge Wells where Baldwin stayed. The map was useful to Baldwin.

From the story:
It is the centre for a considerable area of country, since Tunbridge Wells, 

the nearest place of importance, is ten or twelve miles to the eastward, 
over the borders of Kent.
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Pictured is the postal card for 'Sitting on the Stile, Mary’, an irish song, 
as well as the sheet music for an Irish immigrant.

From the story:
…having a remarkably rich tenor voice, he was always ready to oblige 

with an excellent song.
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Pictured is John Douglas’ ring with the rough nugget on it.

From the story:
‘That ring with the rough nugget on it was above it, and the twisted 

snake-ring on the third finger.’
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Pictured is the shotgun Baldwin brought to kill Douglas at Birlstone 
Manor.

From the story:
‘No doubt it is an American shot-gun,’ White Mason continued. ‘I seem 

to have read that a sawed-off shot-gun is a weapon used in some parts of 
America.’
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Pictured is the fox horn used by hunters who used to gather at Birlstone 
Manor.

From the story:
Three centuries had flowed past the old Manor House, centuries of 

births and home-comings, of country dances and of the meetings of fox-
hunters.
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Pictured is an advertisement for a Rudge-Whitworth bicycle  like the  
‘well-used Rudge-Whitworth’ used by Baldwin to get to Birlstone Manor.

From the story:
‘We found three or four grooms and idlers standing in the drive 

inspecting a bicycle which had been drawn out from a clump of 
evergreens in which it had been concealed. It was a well-used Rudge-
Whitworth, splashed as from a considerable journey.’
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Pictured are Rudge Bicycle playing cards, the same brand as the bicycle 
Baldwin rode. Also pictured is the badge from the front of the bicycle.

From the story:
‘It was a well-used Rudge-Whitworth, splashed as from a considerable 

journey.’
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Pictured is the manual for the bicycle used by Baldwin to get to 
Birlstone.

From the story:
‘It was a well-used Rudge-Whitworth, splashed as from a considerable 

journey.’
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Pictured is the photo of Cecil Barker, the California partner and friend of 
John Douglas.

From the story:
He had prospered well, and Barker had first met him in California, 

where they had become partners in a success-fill mining claim at a place 
called Benito Canyon.
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Pictured are two $20 gold pieces from California, signifying some of the 
gold which John Douglas acquired while in California.

From the story:
He had prospered well, and Barker had first met him in California, 

where they had become partners in a success-fill mining claim at a place 
called Benito Canyon.
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Pictured is a photo of John Jack McGinty, Bodymaster of the Scowrers.

From the story:
He spoke it with anger and a sort of horror. McGinty was the name 

Bodymaster McGinty.
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Pictured is the cycle-map of the Sussex county found in Hargrave’s (Ted 
Baldwin) hotel room.

From the story:
‘There were no papers or letters and no marking upon the clothes. A 

cycle-map of the county lay upon his bedroom table.’
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Pictured is the short narrative of Birlstone which purchased from a local 
merchant by Holmes. 

From the story:
‘By the way, I have been reading a short, but clear and interesting, 

account of the old building, purchasable at the modest sum of one penny 
from the local tobacconist.’
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Pictured is MacDonald’s notice to Barker they plan to drain the moat.

From the story:
‘I'll dictate it, if you like. Ready?
‘Dear Sir, - It has struck me that it is our duty to drain the moat, in the 

hope that we may find some-’



32The Valley of Fear

Pictured is Hargrave’s (Baldwin) knife Douglas knocked out of his hand 
with a hammer.

From the story:
‘At the same moment he sprang at me. I saw the glint of a knife and I 

lashed at him with the hammer. I got him somewhere, for the knife tinkled 
down on the floor.’
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Pictured are the tools of the coal-miner’s trade, a miner’s cap and picks.

From the story:
At least a dozen, by their grimed faces and the safety lanterns which 

they carried, proclaimed themselves as miners.
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Pictured is a group of miners, who were part of the Scowrers gang, 
intent on intimidating those who did not accept their demands.

From the story:
These sat smoking in a group, and conversed in low voices, glancing 

occasionally at two men on the opposite side of the car, whose uniform 
and badges showed them to be policemen.
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Pictured is a Vermissa Valley Coal and Iron stock certificate.

From the story:
The iron and coal valleys of the Vermissa district were no resorts for the 

leisured or the cultured.
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Pictured is a magnet from the Vermissa Inn, where McMurdo may have 
stayed during his time in the Valley.

From the story:
‘Why, I seem to have read of the Scowrers in Chicago. A gang of 

murderers, are they not?’
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Pictured is a book on the Molly Maguires, the real-life gang from the 
coal mining areas of Pennsylvania.

From the story:
‘Why, I seem to have read of the Scowrers in Chicago. A gang of 

murderers, are they not?’
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Pictured is a  postal card for ‘On the Banks of Allan Water’, one of the 
Irish songs John McMurdo entertained his Lodge buddies with.

From the story:
Of an evening when they gathered together his joke was always the 

readiest, his conversation the brightest, and his song the best.
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Pictured is the photo of Ted Baldwin, one of the Scowrers’ lieutenants 
and enemy to Jack McMurdo.

From the story:
‘It is Teddy Baldwin.’
‘And who the devil is he?’
‘He is a Boss of Scowrers.’
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Pictured is the Chicago newspaper article reporting murder that 
McMurdo claimed to the Scowrers that he had committed.

From the story:
McGinty glanced his eyes over the account of the shooting of one Jonas 

Pinto, in the Lake Saloon, Market Street, Chicago, in the New Year week of 
1874.

‘Your work?’ he asked, as he handed back the paper. McMurdo nodded.
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Pictured is the newspaper report written by James Stanger criticizing 
lack of order in Vermissa Valley.

From the story:
McGinty took a slip of paper from his waistcoat pocket.
‘Law and Order! That's how he heads it.’
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Pictured is the newspaper article detailing the attack on James Stanger, 
the editor of the newspaper.

From the story:
Afterwards he read the Daily Herald. In a special column, put in at the 

last moment, he read, ‘OUTRAGE AT THE HERALD OFFICE. EDITOR 
SERIOUSLY INJURED.’
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Pictured is the photo of Ettie Shafter, John Douglas’ first wife, as well as 
James Stranger, the journalist that was beaten by the Scowrers

From the story:
…and it was there that the light went for a time out of his life when Ettie 

Edwards died.
Mr Stanger's many friends will rejoice to hear that, though he has been 

cruelly and brutally beaten, and has sustained severe injuries about the 
head, there is no immediate danger to his life.
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Pictured is a photo of Birdy Edwards as a Pinkerton Detective.

From the story:
‘Pinkerton has taken hold under their orders, and his best man, Birdy 

Edwards, is operating.’
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Pictured is the Pinkerton badge of Birdy Edwards, which he did not wear 
while in Vermissa Valley for fear of being exposed.

From the story:
Pinkerton has taken hold under their orders, and his best man, Birdy 

Edwards, is operating.
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Pictured is a blank telegram form from the Vermissa Valley Telegraph 
office.

From the story:
‘I'll tell you. He got out at Hobson's Patch, and so did I. I chanced into 

the telegraph bureau, and he was leaving it.’
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Pictured is a piece of coal from a mine in Pottsville, in Vermissa Valley, 
PA.

From the story:
‘Still, I had to carry out my job, and I came to the coal valleys.’
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Pictured is  Holmes’s warning to Ivy Douglas to get her husband out of 
England 

From the story:
‘Get him out of England at any cost,’ wrote Holmes to the wife. ‘There 

are forces here which may be more dangerous than those he has escaped. 
There is no safety for your husband in England.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Ivy Douglas to Cecil Barker telling of the 
loss of John Douglas overboard on the ship they were on.

From the story:
‘Jack has been lost overboard in gale off St Helena. No one knows how 

accident occurred - Ivy Douglas.’
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Pictured is a postal card for the Palmyra, the ship John Douglas fell 
overboard.

From the story:
‘They tell me his name is Edwards, but he will always be Jack Douglas of 

Benito Canyon to me. I told you that they started together for South Africa 
in the Palmyra three weeks ago.’
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Pictured is the very terse note sent to Holmes by Moriarty on the loss of 
John Douglas.

From the story:
‘I can tell a Moriarty when I see one. This crime is from London, not 

from America.’



Additional items of interest 
in  “The Valley of Fear” not 

included in the original 
Evidence Box.
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Pictured is the book on mathematics written by Professor Moriarty.

From the story:
‘Is he not the celebrated author of The Dynamics of an Asteroid - a book 

which ascends to such rarefied heights of pure mathematics that it is said 
that there was no man in the scientific press capable of criticizing it?’
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Pictured is the book which Holmes used to decipher Porlock’s cipher, an 
1887 edition of Whitaker’s Almanack.

From the story:
‘An almanack! Let us consider the claims of Whitaker's Almanack. It is in 

common use. It has the requisite number of pages.’
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Pictured is a postal card from Hampstead, England, the town in which 
Cecil Barker resided.

From the story:
‘This was Cecil James Barker, of Hales Lodge, Hampstead. Cecil Barker's 

tall, loose-jointed figure was a familiar one in the main Street of Birlstone 
village, for he was a frequent and welcome visitor at the Manor House.’
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Pictured is the card laying by the body of John Douglas.

From the story:
The sergeant picked up a card which lay beside the dead man upon the 

floor. The initials V.V., and under it the number 341, were rudely scrawled 
in ink upon it.

V V
341
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Pictured is one of the three rings John Douglas wore, a twisted snake-
ring.

From the story:
‘That ring with the rough nugget on it was above it, and the twisted 

snake-ring on the third finger.’
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Pictured is a representation of the brand which was on John Douglas’ 
forearm.

From the story:
The dead man's right arm was thrust out from his dressing-gown and 

exposed as high as the elbow. About halfway up the forearm was a curious 
brown design, a triangle inside a circle, standing out in vivid relief upon 
the lard-coloured skin.
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Pictured is a photo of the Sussex Constabulary in the 1880s.  Constable 
Mason was part of this group.

From the story:
‘White Mason is a smart man. No local job has ever been too much for 

White Mason. It won't be long now before he is here to help us.’
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Pictured is the candle which Douglas carried into the room he was 
murdered in.

From the story:
‘The candle, which was a new one, is not burned more than half an 

inch. He must have placed it on the table before he was attacked, 
otherwise, of course, it would have fallen when he fell.
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Pictured is the dumb-bell which was missing from the Manor and was 
used to weigh down the clothing in the moat.

From the story:
‘This bundle, weighted with a dumb-bell, which you have just raised 

from the bottom of the moat.’
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Pictured is the badge of a coal and iron officer, who supplemented the 
work of the local police force.

From the story:
Just at the crowded hour one night, the door opened and a man 

entered with the quiet blue uniform and peaked cap of the Coal and Iron 
Police.
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