
Adventure XLIV – The Adventure of the Red 
Circle
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured is the gum Arabic jar and brush used by Holmes in pasting 
clippings into his commonplace book.

From the story:
So spoke Sherlock Holmes, and turned back to the great scrap-book in 

which he was arranging and indexing some of his recent material.
The two forces made him lay down his gum-brush with a sigh of 

resignation and push back his chair.



3The Adventure of the Red Circle

Pictured is the £10 white bank note offered by Gennaro to Mrs Warren.

From the story:
He took out a ten-pound note, and he held it out to me then and there. 

‘You can have the same every fortnight for a long time to come if you keep 
the terms,’ he said. ‘If not, I'll have no more to do with you.’
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Pictured are the soaps asked for by the lodger to Mrs Warren.

From the story:
‘Yes, sir, prints it in pencil. Just the word, nothing more. Here's one I 

brought to show you - SOAP.’
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Pictured are the matches asked for by the lodger to Mrs Warren.

From the story:
‘Yes, sir, prints it in pencil. Just the word, nothing more. Here's one I 

brought to show you - SOAP. Here's another - MATCH.’
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Pictured is the bell used by the lodger to signal when she was finished 
her meals.

From the story:
‘It was his particular direction that we should always, when he rang, 

leave his meal upon a chair outside his door. Then he rings again when he 
has finished, and we take it down from the same chair.’
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Pictured is the Daily Gazette and note left behind by Mrs Warren’s 
lodger.

From the story:
‘Here's one I brought to show you - SOAP. Here's another - MATCH. This 

is one he left the first morning - DAILY GAZETTE. I leave that paper with his 
breakfast every morning.’
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Pictured is the envelope containing items from Mrs Warren’s lodger’s 
tray: 2 matches, hardly burned, and 1 cigarette end, too short for a 
gentleman with a moustache.

From the story:
The landlady drew an envelope from her bag, from it she shook out two 

burnt matches and a cigarette-end upon the table.
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Pictured is the English-Italian and Italian-English dictionary published by 
Burgess & Bowes Ltd, London used by the lodger.

From the story:
‘I can imagine that the word was taken out of a dictionary, which would 

give the noun but not the plural. The laconic style may be to conceal the 
absence of knowledge of English.’
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Pictured is the thank you note to Holmes from Morton & Waylight for 
his help in apprehending the man most responsible for the harm done to 
their time-keeper, Mr Warren.

From the story:
‘Mr Warren is a time-keeper at Morton and Waylight's, in Tottenham 

Court Road.’
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Pictured is the sign in window in the apartment across from Mrs. 
Warren’, where Gennaro Lucca has been signaling to Emilia.

From the story:
‘There's a ‘To Let’ card in that window. It is evidently an empty flat to 

which the confederate has access.’
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Pictured is the violet pencil used by Emilia, as well as the key to Emilia’s 
suite.

From the story:
The words are written with a broad-pointed, violet-tinted pencil of a not 

unusual pattern.
Suddenly, as the landlady's footsteps died away, there was the creak of 

a turning key, the handle revolved…
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Pictured is a bound edition of many of the Agony Columns published in 
the London newspapers. Emilia & Gennaro communicated through the 
Agony Column. Holmes kept Agony Columns in his files.

From the story:
‘Since he cannot communicate with her direct, he has recourse to the 

agony column of a paper. So far all is clear.’
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Pictured are messages Gennaro sent to Emilia through the Agony 
Columns.

From the story:
‘Since he cannot communicate with her direct, he has recourse to the 

agony column of a paper. So far all is clear.’
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Pictured is Gorgiano’s calling, or visiting, card with the Red Circle 
depicted on the card.

From the story:
‘What! Gorgiano of the Red Circle?’
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Pictured is the Leverton’s Pinkerton National Detective Agency badge. 

From the story:
‘I am on the trail of my life now, Mr Holmes,’ said he. ‘If I can get 

Gorgiano-’
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Pictured is the book The Expressman and the Detective by Allan 
Pinkerton, 1875. 

From the story:
‘I am on the trail of my life now, Mr Holmes,’ said he. ‘If I can get 

Gorgiano-’
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Pictured is the Pinkerton’s Detective Agency logo, as well as a wanted 
poster issued by Pinkertons during the 1800s.

From the story:
‘May I introduce you to Mr Sherlock Holmes?’ he said to the cabman. 

‘This is Mr Leverton, of Pinkerton's American Agency.’
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Pictured is the candle used to pass messages between Emilia and 
Gennaro Lucca.

From the story:
‘Here is the candle in the window, Mr Holmes,’ said Gregson. ‘Why, 

whatever are you doing?’
Holmes had stepped across, had lit the candle, and was passing it 

backwards and forwards across the window-panes.



20The Adventure of the Red Circle

Pictured is the white handled clasp knife drawn from Gorgiano’s neck, 
used by Gennaro.

From the story:
His knees were drawn up, his hands thrown out in agony, and from the 

centre of his broad, brown, upturned throat there projected the white haft 
of a knife driven blade-deep into his body.
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Pictured is the glove and knife found next to body of Black Gorgiano.

From the story:
Beside his right hand a most formidable horn-handled, two-edged 

dagger lay upon the floor, and near it a black kid glove.
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Pictured is Gregson’s lantern that Watson lit. The lantern is marked 
S.N.L.W.Ltd. and depicting King Edward VII.

From the story:
Within, all was absolute silence and darkness. I struck a match, and lit 

the detective's lantern.
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Pictured is the note sent to Gennaro by Black Gorgiano requiring his 
attendance at a Lodge meeting.

From the story:
‘All this Gennaro told me, and showed me a summons which he had 

received that very day, a Red Circle drawn upon the head of it, telling him 
that a lodge would be held upon a certain date, and that his presence at it 
was required and ordered.’
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Pictured is the advertisement for the Royal Opera, Covent Garden, a 
Wagner evening. Holmes plans to attend the concert at the end of the 
story.

From the story:
‘By the way, it is not eight o'clock, and a Wagner night at Covent 

Garden! If we hurry, we might be in time for the second act.’
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Pictured is the program for the Royal Opera, Covent Garden, a Wagner 
evening. Holmes plans to attend the concert at the end of the story.

From the story:
‘By the way, it is not eight o'clock, and a Wagner night at Covent 

Garden! If we hurry, we might be in time for the second act.’



Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 
Red Circle” not included in 
the original Evidence Box.
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Pictured is a postal card for Hampstead Heath, where Mr. Warren’s 
abductors dropped him.

From the story:
‘When he picked himself up he found he was on Hampstead Heath, so 

he took a bus home…’
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Pictured is a postal card for the British Museum, just across Great Orme 
Street from the Warren residence.

From the story:
…a high, thin, yellow-brick edifice in Great Orme Street, a narrow 

thoroughfare at the north-east side of the British Museum.
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Pictured is the mirror which Holmes and Watson can quietly spy on the 
lodger of the Warren’s.

From the story:
It was an excellent hiding-place which she had arranged. The mirror was 

so placed that, seated in the dark, we could very plainly see the door 
opposite.
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Pictured are fruit boxes which are shipped to and from New York’s 
premier fruit importer.

From the story:
‘…he was the senior partner of the great firm of Castalotte and Zamba, 

who are the chief fruit importers of New York.’
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