
Adventure XL – The Adventure of the Second 
Stain
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured is an 1889 Times advertisement for a rental property in 
Eastbourne in Sussex, which started Holmes to consider retirement.

From the story:
…but since he has definitely retired from London and betaken himself to 

study and bee-farming on the Sussex Downs, notoriety has become 
hateful to him, and he has peremptorily requested that his wishes in this 
matter should be strictly observed.
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Pictured are postal cards showing scenic views of Sussex Downs, the 
place Holmes picked as his retirement home.

From the story:
…but since he has definitely retired from London and betaken himself to 

study and bee-farming on the Sussex Downs, notoriety has become 
hateful to him, and he has peremptorily requested that his wishes in this 
matter should be strictly observed.
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Pictured is Trelawney Hope’s red dispatch box labeled “VR, On Her 
Majesty’s Service” with the medallion attached to the key.

From the story:
It was of such importance that I have never left it in my safe, but I have 

taken it across each evening to my house in Whitehall Terrace, and kept it 
in my bedroom in a locked dispatch-box.
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Pictured is an interior look at Trelawney Hope’s red dispatch box, in 
which his important papers were stored.

From the story:
‘Besides, neither of them could possibly have known that there was 

anything more valuable than the ordinary departmental papers in my 
dispatch-box.’
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Pictured is the letter and envelope which Lady Trelawney took from her 
husband’s dispatch box as payment to Lucas for the return of her letters.

From the story:
He said that he would return my letter if I would return him a certain 

document which he described in my husband's dispatch-box.
‘Mr Holmes, the envelope is a long, thin one of pale blue colour. There 

is a seal of red wax stamped with a crouching lion.’
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Pictured is the small slip of paper containing black-letter inscription, 
‘our cousin Willy?’ which Holmes wrote to the Prime Minister, referring to 
the person who Holmes suspected of writing the letter. 

From the story:
Holmes wrote a name upon a slip of paper and handed it to the 

Premier.
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Pictured is a booklet, ‘Principii  Fondamentali della Gemetria dei Tessuti, 
Torino,’ by Eduardo Lucas, 1880. 

From the story:
This small but select mansion has been inhabited for some years by Mr 

Eduardo Lucas, well known in society circles both on account of his 
charming personality…
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Pictured is the newspaper clipping dated Tuesday, Oct. 12, 1886 from 
The Daily Telegraph entitled “Murder in Westminster”, detailing the death 
of Eduardo Lucas

From the story:
He stared in amazement, and then snatched the paper from my hands. 

This was the paragraph which I had been engaged in reading when he rose 
from his chair:

MURDER IN WESTMINSTER
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Pictured are postal cards depicting the Houses of Parliament and 
Westminster Abbey, both of which were cited as being near Godolphin 
Street.

From the story:
A crime of a mysterious character was committed last night at 16, 

Godolphin Street, one of the old-fashioned and secluded rows of 
eighteenth-century houses which lie between the river and the Abbey, 
almost in the shadow of the great tower of the Houses of Parliament.
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Pictured is cabinet photo of Eduardo Lucas, the spy killed by Mme 
Fournaye, Lucas, who was blackmailing Lady Trelawney Hope.

From the story:
Mr Lucas is an unmarried man, thirty-four years of age, and his 

establishment consists of Mrs Pringle, an elderly housekeeper, and of 
Mitton, his valet.
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Pictured is the Indian knife, Madame Fournaye’s weapon of opportunity 
found displayed on the wall of Lucas’ residence.

From the story:
The knife with which the crime had been committed was a curved 

Indian dagger, plucked down from a trophy of Oriental arms which 
adorned one of the walls.
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Pictured are two photos of Lady Trelawney Hope, as well as her visiting, 
or calling, card.

From the story:
Mrs Hudson had appeared with a lady's card upon her salver. Holmes 

glanced at it, raised his eyebrows, and handed it over to me.
I had often heard of the beauty of the youngest daughter of the Duke of 

Belminster, but no description of it… had prepared me for the subtle, 
delicate charm and the beautiful colouring of that exquisite head.
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Pictured is a hair-pin and curling-tongs, which Holmes alludes to as 
potential clues in solving a mystery.

From the story:
Their most trivial action may mean volumes, or their most extraordinary 

conduct may depend upon a hair-pin or a curling-tongs. Good morning, 
Watson.'
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Pictured is a 3-page telegram from Paris to Holmes reporting newspaper 
accounts about the insanity of Mme Fournaye, Lucas’ killer, who is under a 
doctor’s care.

From the story:
Upon the fourth day there appeared a long telegram from Paris which 

seemed to solve the whole question.
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Pictured is one of the straight razors gifted to the valet John Mitton by 
Eduardo Lucas.

From the story:
Several of the dead man's possessions - notably a small case of razors - 

had been found in the valet's boxes, but he explained that they had been 
presents from the deceased, and the housekeeper was able to corroborate 
the story.
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Pictured is Galignani’s Paris Guide, a guide to the French city, which 
Lucas would have needed to get around as Mr. Henri Fournaye.

From the story:
A comparison of photographs has proved conclusively that M. Henri 

Fournaye and Eduardo Lucas were really one and the same person, and 
that the deceased had for some reason lived a double life in London and 
Paris.



18The Adventure of the Second Stain

Pictured is the note on Metropolitan Police stationery from Lestrade 
asking Holmes to drop by Godolphin Street.

From the story:
He glanced hurriedly at the note which had been handed in. ‘Hullo! 

Lestrade seems to have observed something of interest. Put on your hat, 
Watson, and we will stroll down together to Westminster.’
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Pictured is the plaque for the Ivy Plant Pub, where Constable 
MacPherson went for brandy to revive the feinted Lady Hope.

From the story:
‘Then I went round the corner to the Ivy Plant for some brandy, and by 

the time I had brought it back the young woman had recovered and was 
off - ashamed of herself, I dare say, and dared not face me.’
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Pictured is an autograph embossed letterhead stationery letter by Prime 
Minister Lord Salisbury to Henniker Heaton, dated April 10, 1890.  

From the story:
The Prime Minister's manner was subdued, but I could see by the gleam 

of his eyes and the twitchings of his bony hands that he shared the 
excitement of his young colleague.



21The Adventure of the Second Stain

Pictured is the letter from Lord Flowers, as well as a note on grain taxes, 
which was in Trelawney’s dispatch box.

From the story:
‘Letter from Lord Merrow, report from Sir Charles Hardy, memorandum 

from Belgrade, note on the Russo-German grain taxes, letter from Madrid, 
note from Lord Flowers - good God! what is this?’
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Pictured is the letter from Lord Merrow to the Prime Minister which was 
in Trelawney’s dispatch box.

From the story:
‘Letter from Lord Merrow, report from Sir Charles Hardy, memorandum 

from Belgrade, note on the Russo-German grain taxes, letter from Madrid, 
note from Lord Flowers - good God! what is this?’
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Pictured is the memorandum from Belgrade, as well as a letter from 
Madrid, which was in Trelawney’s dispatch box.

From the story:
‘Letter from Lord Merrow, report from Sir Charles Hardy, memorandum 

from Belgrade, note on the Russo-German grain taxes, letter from Madrid, 
note from Lord Flowers - good God! what is this?’



Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Second Stain” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.
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Pictured is Holmes’ brier pipe, which is one of several he used at Baker 
Street.

From the story:
When our illustrious visitors had departed, Holmes lit his pipe in silence, 

and sat for some time lost in the deepest thought.
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Pictured is a postal card for the Hammersmith region of London, 
England, where Mitton, Lucas’ valet was the evening Lucas was murdered.

From the story:
The valet was out for the evening, visiting a friend at Hammersmith.
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Pictured is the portrait of Hugh Lupus Grosvenor, the 1st Duke of 
Westminster, and the father to Lady Trelawney.

From the story:
I had often heard of the beauty of the youngest daughter of the Duke of 

Belminster, but no description of it…
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