
Adventure XLIX – The Adventure of the Missing 
Three-Quarter
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured are postage stamps honoring the sport of rugby.
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Pictured is a set of stamps honoring hounds and other breeds of dogs in 
the United States.
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Pictured is the Cambridge University postal card from Cyril Overton by 
way of thanks to Holmes.
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Pictured are cigarette cards depicting an interational rugby match 
involving Blackheath Rugby Football Club.



6The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter

Pictured is the laws of the game, issued by the Rugby Union, as played 
by the Rugby Football union.
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Pictured is the visiting, or calling, cards for Sherlock Holmes and Cyril 
Overton.

From the story:
He held my friend's card in his hand, and he looked up with no very 

pleased expression upon his dour features.
As we expected, the telegram was soon followed by its sender, and the 

card of Mr. Cyril Overton, of Trinity College, Cambridge, announced the 
arrival of an enormous young man.
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Pictured is the telegram from Overton requesting Holmes’ assistance.

From the story:
‘Please await me. Terrible misfortune. Right wing three-quarter missing. 

Indispensable to-morrow. OVERTON’
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Pictured is the team picture for the Blackheath football team from 1875, 
one of teams Staunton played for.

From the story:
‘I didn't think there was a soul in England who didn't know Godfrey 

Staunton, the crack three-quarter, Cambridge, Blackheath, and five 
Internationals.’
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Pictured is the medal for the Blackheath  Harriers, the rugby team which 
Staunton and Watson both played for.

From the story:
‘I didn't think there was a soul in England who didn't know Godfrey 

Staunton, the crack three-quarter, Cambridge, Blackheath, and five 
Internationals. Good Lord! Mr. Holmes, where have you lived?’
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Pictured is the match program between Oxford and Cambridge, as well 
as a postal card commemorating the annual match.

From the story:
‘As I have said, I am the skipper of the Rugger team of Cambridge 

Varsity, and Godfrey Staunton is my best man. To-morrow we play Oxford.’
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Pictured is the Cambridge light blue rugby shirt and the Oxford dark 
blue rugby shirt.

From the story:
‘As I have said, I am the skipper of the Rugger team of Cambridge 

Varsity, and Godfrey Staunton is my best man. To-morrow we play Oxford.’
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Pictured is the blotter paper containing the words from Godfrey’s 
telegram, which Holmes used as a clue to Staunton’s location.

From the story:
‘I can hardly doubt that we will find some impression upon this blotting-

pad. Ah, yes, surely this is the very thing!’
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Pictured is the telegram from Staunton to Dr. Armstrong trying to find 
more information about his wife.

From the story:
‘Did you take any message to Mr. Staunton?’
‘Yes, sir; one telegram.’
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Pictured are used omnibus tickets for Route 73 and Tottenham 
Road/Victorian Tavern.

From the story:
‘My name is Lord Mount-James. I came round as quickly as the 

Bayswater bus would bring me. So you have instructed a detective?’
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Pictured is a model of the omnibus Lord Mount-James took to meet 
Holmes at Staunton’s.

From the story:
‘My name is Lord Mount-James. I came round as quickly as the 

Bayswater bus would bring me. So you have instructed a detective?’
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Pictured is the receipt from Dr. Armstrong for his medical services to 
Godfrey Staunton and his deceased wife.

From the story:
It argues the degree in which I had lost touch with my profession that 

the name of Leslie Armstrong was unknown to me. Now I am aware that 
he is not only one of the heads of the medical school of the University, but 
a thinker of European reputation in more than one branch of science.
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Pictured is the cycling map of the Cambridge area which Holmes used to 
follow Dr. Armstrong.

From the story:
‘I rushed, engaged a bicycle, and was able to get started before the 

carriage was quite out of sight.’
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Pictured is the badge from the bicycle Holmes used to follow Dr. 
Armstrong.

From the story:
‘Into this I rushed, engaged a bicycle, and was able to get started before 

the carriage was quite out of sight.’
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Pictured is the letter sent to Holmes from Dr. Armstrong, rebuking him 
for trying to follow him.

From the story:
And yet the next day brought us no nearer to the solution of the 

mystery. A note was handed in after breakfast, which Holmes passed 
across to me with a smile.
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Pictured is a book of photos from Cambridge University, where Overton 
and Staunton attended.

From the story:
‘You are not familiar with Cambridgeshire scenery, are you? It does not 

lend itself to concealment.’
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Pictured is a ticket for the Oxford versus Cambridge on match, Dec. 9, 
1896.

From the story:
‘Yes, the local evening paper has an excellent account in its last edition. 

Oxford won by a goal and two tries.’
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Pictured is a ticket to the 1896 Oxford / Yale rugby match, as well as a 
set of rugby playing cards.

From the story:
‘Yes, the local evening paper has an excellent account in its last edition. 

Oxford won by a goal and two tries.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Holmes requesting an update from 
Overton and where to find  tracking dog.

From the story:
‘It is from our friend Overton, and is in answer to a question from me.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Overton providing Holmes information on 
where to find a tracking dog.

From the story:
‘Yes; I opened it. Here it is: ‘Ask for Pompey from Jeremy Dixon, Trinity 

College.’ I don't understand it.’
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Pictured is the ‘death card’ issued by the victorious school to the 
defeated school, simply to rub the loss in more.

From the story:
‘Yes, the local evening paper has an excellent account in its last edition. 

Oxford won by a goal and two tries.’
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Pictured is the anise extract, as well as the syringe, used by Holmes to 
enable the draghound Pompey to follow Armstrong’s carriage.

From the story:
‘I walked into the doctor's yard this morning and shot my syringe full of 

aniseed over the hind wheel.’
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Pictured is Pompey’s lead and dog tag. The hound was used to track the 
aniseed Holmes had applied to Dr. Armstrong’s carriage.

From the story:
‘A drag-hound will follow aniseed from here to John o' Groats, and our 

friend Armstrong would have to drive through the Cam before he would 
shake Pompey off his trail.’
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Pictured is a letter to Dr. Armstrong from Staunton, asking for the 
doctor’s assistance with Staunton’s wife.

From the story:
‘But at last there came a terrible blow in the shape of dangerous illness 

to his wife. It was consumption of the most virulent kind.’



Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Missing Three-Quarter” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is a postal card for the Great Square at Trinity College, 
Cambridge University.

From the story:
As we expected, the telegram was soon followed by its sender, and the 

card of Mr. Cyril Overton, of Trinity College, Cambridge, announced the 
arrival of an enormous young man…
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Pictured is a postal card for Bentley’s Private Hotel in London, where the 
Cambridge rugby team was staying.

From the story:
‘To-morrow we play Oxford. Yesterday we all came up and we settled at 

Bentley's private hotel.’



33The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter

Pictured is what Holmes found on the blotting paper and what it read 
once it was held up to the mirror.

From the story:
‘I rejoice, however, to perceive that he wrote with a broad-pointed quill 

pen, and I can hardly doubt that we will find some impression upon this 
blotting-pad. Ah, yes, surely this is the very thing!’
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