
Adventure XXXV – The Adventure of the Six 
Napoleons
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured are newspaper articles from various newspapers concerning 
the theft of the Borgia Pearl, the death of Beppo, and the destruction of 
the Napoleon busts.
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Pictured is Lestrade’s notes he reviewed with Holmes and Watson.

From the story:
Lestrade took out his official note-book and refreshed his memory from 

its pages.
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Pictured is the telegram sent to Holmes by Lestrade, asking for his 
immediate assistance.

From the story:
I was still dressing in my bedroom next morning, when there was a tap 

at the door, and Holmes entered, a telegram in his hand. He read it aloud:
‘Come instantly, 131, Pitt Street, Kensington. LESTRADE.’
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Pictured is the police whistle Horace Harker used to summon the police 
before he fainted.

From the story:
‘I had just time to blow on my police-whistle, and then I must have 

fainted, for I knew nothing more until I found the policeman standing over 
me in the hall.’
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Pictured is the string and apple located in Pietro Venucci’s pocket after 
he was found murdered.

From the story:
‘There was no name on his clothing, and nothing in his pockets save an 

apple, some string, a shilling map of London, and a photograph. Here it is.’
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Pictured is the knife found next to Pietro Venucci.

From the story:
A horn-handled clasp-knife was lying in a pool of blood beside him.
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Pictured is the shilling map of London and the photograph of Beppo 
located in Pietro Venucci’s pocket after he was found murdered.

From the story:
‘There was no name on his clothing, and nothing in his pockets save an 

apple, some string, a shilling map of London, and a photograph. Here it is.’



Pictured are the old ordnance maps of the Kensington area, where 
Horace Harker lived. Harker was the owner of one of the Napoleon busts.

From the story:
‘We have this Beppo as a common factor, both in Kennington and in 

Kensington.’
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Pictured is the newspaper newsbill announcing an article in the 
newspaper, “Murder by a Madman.”

From the story:
A news-bill at the entrance announced 'Kensington Outrage. Murder by 

a Madman', and the contents of the paper showed that Mr Horace Harker 
had got his account into print after all.
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Pictured is article Horace Harker was able to write and get published 
concerning the burglary of his house.

From the story:
A news-bill at the entrance announced ‘Kensington Outrage. Murder by 

a Madman’, and the contents of the paper showed that Mr Horace Harker 
had got his account into print after all.
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Pictured is the Catholic emblem Venucci had around his neck.

From the story:
‘Well, this dead man had some Catholic emblem round his neck, and 

that, along with his colour, made me think he was from the South.’
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Pictured is the dark lantern used by Beppo while he was searching 
Josiah Brown’s house for the Napoleon statute.

‘We saw the sudden flash of a dark lantern inside the room. What he 
sought was evidently not there, for again we saw the flash through 
another blind, and then through another.’
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Pictured is Holmes’ warning letter to Josiah Brown, that as a owner of a 
Napoleon bust, he may be in danger.

From the story:
‘I had the note which you sent by the express messenger, and I did 

exactly what you told me.’
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Pictured is knife and sheath found on Beppo after his capture.

From the story:
We stayed long enough at the police-station to learn that a search of his 

clothing revealed nothing save shillings and a long sheath knife, the handle 
of which bore copious traces of recent blood.
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Pictured are the shillings found on Beppo when he was arrested.

From the story:
We stayed long enough at the police-station to learn that a search of his 

clothing revealed nothing save shillings and a long sheath knife, the handle 
of which bore copious traces of recent blood.
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Pictured is Holmes’ solicitation to Sandeford to purchase his Napoleon 
bust.

From the story:
‘You wrote to me about a bust that is in my possession.’
‘I have your letter here.’
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Pictured is the document signed by Sanderson giving up all claims to his 
Napoleon bust. Holmes required Sanderson sign the document as part of 
the sale of the bust. The paper was witnessed by Lestrade and Watson.

From the story:
Holmes took a paper from his pocket and laid a ten-pound note upon 

the table.
‘You will kindly sign that paper, Mr Sandeford, in the presence of these 

witnesses. It is simply to say that you transfer every possible right that you 
ever had in the bust to me.’
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Pictured is the stolen black Borgia pearl, which Beppo had placed in a 
Napoleon statute. 

From the story:
‘Gentlemen,’ he cried, let me introduce you to the famous black pearl of 

the Borgias.’
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Pictured is the sixth Napoleon statute, smashed by Holmes to find the 
pearl of the Borgias. The statute was reassembled by Holmes to keep as a 
souvenir. 

From the story:
Finally he picked up his hunting-crop and struck Napoleon a sharp blow 

on the top of the head. The figure broke into fragments, and Holmes bent 
eagerly over the shattered remains.
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Pictured are books which Beppo may have used to search and track 
down the various Napoleon busts across London.

From the story:
‘Beppo did not despair, and he conducted his search with considerable 

ingenuity and perseverance. Through a cousin who works with Gelder he 
found out the retail firms who had bought the busts.’
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Pictured is a Map of London used by Beppo to find the scattered houses 
of bust owners.

From the story:
Beppo was condemned to a year's imprisonment, and in the meanwhile 

his six busts were scattered over London. He could not tell which 
contained his treasure.
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Six Napoleons” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.

The Adventure of the Six Napoleons 24



Pictured is a stick of butter with a sprig of parsley which slowly sank into 
the stick, which provided a clue to another Holmes investigation.

From the story:
‘You will remember, Watson, how the dreadful business of the 

Abernetty family was first brought to my notice by the depth which the 
parsley had sunk into the butter upon a hot day.’
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Pictured is the account ledger referred to by the manager of Gelder & 
Co, of Stepney, to determine when Beppo had been arrested.

From the story:
‘Could you give me the date when Beppo was arrested?’
‘I could tell you roughly by the pay-list,’ the manager answered. ‘Yes,’ he 

continued, after some turning over of pages, ‘he was paid last on May 
20th.’
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Pictured is the ten-pound note Holmes paid to Sandeford for his 
Napoleon bust.

From the story:
Holmes took a paper from his pocket and laid a ten-pound note upon 

the table.
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