
Adventure XXXIII – The Adventure of Black Peter
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is a box of cigars, the brand named after Black Peter.
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Pictured is the photo of Cardinal Tosca, who mysteriously disappeared.  
Holmes investigated the death on behalf of the Vatican.

From the story:
In this memorable year '95 a curious and incongruous succession of 

cases had engaged his attention, ranging from his famous investigation of 
the sudden death of Cardinal Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by 
him at the express desire of his Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a Pope Leo XIII  portrait, stereo card and cigarette card, the 
gentleman who asked for Holmes assistance in the murder investigation of 
Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
…ranging from his famous investigation of the sudden death of Cardinal 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a letter from the Pope, thanking Holmes for his work on the 
murder of Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
…ranging from his famous investigation of the sudden death of Cardinal 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a papal blessing, issued by Pope Leo XIII to Sherlock Holmes 
for his help in the death investigation of Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
…ranging from his famous investigation of the sudden death of Cardinal 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.



Pictured is receipt from the butcher shop where Holmes experimented 
on a pig with a harpoon.

From the story:
‘If you could have looked into Allardyce's back shop you would have 

seen a dead pig swung from a hook in the ceiling, and a gentleman in his 
shirt-sleeves furiously stabbing at it with this weapon.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Inspector Hopkins to Holmes asking for his 
assistance in the murder of Peter Carey.

From the story:
‘Ah, Hopkins, I got your wire last night, and I have been expecting you. 

Come and join us.’
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Pictured is the key to Peter Carey’s cabin, which he kept in his own 
pocket.  Hopkins used it to unlock the door for Holmes to examine the 
cabin.

From the story:
‘It was a little, single-roomed hut, sixteen feet by ten. He kept the key in 

his pocket, made his own bed, cleaned it himself, and allowed no other 
foot to cross the threshold.’
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Pictured are the discharge certificates earned by Peter Carey after 
successful voyages throughout his career. The certificate would also 
provide a summary of the seaman’s character.

From the story:
‘In 1883 he commanded the steam sealer Sea Unicorn, of Dundee. He 

had then had several successful voyages in succession, and in the following 
year, 1884, he retired.’
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Pictured are the bottle of rum and cups from Peter Carey’s cabin.

From the story:
‘The fact that the crime was committed at two in the morning, and yet 

Peter Carey was fully dressed, suggested that he had an appointment with 
the murderer, which is borne out by the fact that a bottle of rum and two 
dirty glasses stood upon the table.’
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Pictured is the seal-skin tobacco pouch found in Peter Carey’s cabin, 
with the initials ‘P.C’ inside the flap.

From the story:
‘There was this tobacco-pouch upon the table.’
‘What part of the table?’
‘It lay in the middle. It was of coarse sealskin - the straight-haired skin, 

with a leather thong to bind it. Inside was ‘PC’ on the flap.’
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Pictured is Neligan’s notebook with ‘C.P.R. as one of the listings.

From the story:
Stanley Hopkins drew from his pocket a drab-covered note-book. The 

outside was rough and worn, the leaves were discoloured. On the second 
page were printed the letters 'CPR', and then came several sheets of 
numbers.
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Pictured are shares of stock from Costa Rica, one of the exchanges listed 
in Neligan’s notebook.

From the story:
Another heading was Argentine, another Costa Rica, and another San 

Paulo, each with pages of signs and figures after it.
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Pictured is a book on the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
published in 1887. Stocks of this company were part of the stolen issues 
from Neligan.

From the story:
‘They appear to be lists of Stock Exchange securities. I thought that 

‘JHN’ were the initials of a broker, and that ‘CPR’ may have been his client.’
‘Try Canadian Pacific Railway,’ said Holmes.

15The Adventure of Black Peter



Pictured is a Canadian Pacific Keychain.  Nelligan’s notebook showed a 
CPR transaction.

From the story:
‘They appear to be lists of Stock Exchange securities. I thought that 

‘JHN’ were the initials of a broker, and that ‘CPR’ may have been his client.’
‘Try Canadian Pacific Railway,’ said Holmes.
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Pictured are stocks for the Canadian Pacific Railway. Stocks of this 
company were part of the stolen issues from Neligan.

From the story:
‘They appear to be lists of Stock Exchange securities. I thought that 

‘JHN’ were the initials of a broker, and that ‘CPR’ may have been his client.’
‘Try Canadian Pacific Railway,’ said Holmes.



Pictured is the small pen-knife Neligan used to attempt to enter Peter 
Carey’s cabin. 

From the story:
‘It is very probable. He came expecting to find the door open. He tried 

to get in with the blade of a very small penknife. He could not manage it. 
What would he do?’
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Pictured is the box in which Peter Carey kept his logbook, as well as his 
knife, rum, and cups.  The box was originally a tobacco box. 

From the story:
‘I read at the inquest a description of his cabin, in which it stated that 

the old log-books of his vessel were preserved in it.’
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Pictured is the receipt from the Brambletye Hotel where Holmes and 
Watson roomed while investigating Black Peter’s death.

From the story:
‘Rooms have been reserved for you at the Brambletye Hotel, so we can 

walk down to the village together.’
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Pictured are postal cards for the Canadian Pacific, possibly part of the 
C.P.R., and the Sea Unicorn of Alendee.

From the story:
‘Try Canadian Pacific Railway,’ said Holmes.
‘…on board the Sea Unicorn, I might settle the mystery of my father's 

fate.’
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Pictured is the telegram Captain Basil (Holmes) sent out seeking seamen 
to serve on an exploring ship.

From the story:
‘Have you telegraph forms? Just write a couple of messages for me: 

‘Sumner, Shipping Agent, Ratcliff Highway. Send three men on, to arrive 
ten to-morrow morning. - Basil.’ That's my name in those parts.’
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Pictured is the telegram Holmes sent to Inspector Hopkins inviting him 
to Baker Street when Holmes expected to capture the murderer.

From the story:
‘Have you telegraph forms? Just write a couple of messages for me... 

The other is ‘Inspector Stanley Hopkins, 46, Lord Street, Brixton. Come 
breakfast to-morrow at nine-thirty. Important. Wire if unable to come. - 
Sherlock Holmes.’



Pictured is the half sovereign Holmes paid to Lancaster and Pattin for 
applying to serve on the fake exploring ship.

From the story:
‘I am sorry, Lancaster, but the berth is full. Here is half a sovereign for 

your trouble. Just step into this room and wait there for a few minutes.’
The second man was a long, dried-up creature, with lank hair and sallow 

cheeks. He also received his dismissal, his half-sovereign, and the order to 
wait.
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Pictured is the phony contract, or agreement, Captain Basil (Sherlock 
Holmes) executed with Patrick Cairnes.

From the story:
‘Here's the agreement on the side-table. If you sign it the whole matter 

will be settled.’
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Pictured are the handcuffs applied by Holmes to Patrick Cairns as he 
was signing the agreement to serve on the exploring ship.

From the story:
I heard a click of steel and a bellow like an enraged bull. The next instant 

Holmes and the seaman were rolling on the ground together. He was a 
man of such gigantic strength that, even with the handcuffs which Holmes 
had so deftly fastened upon his wrist…
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Pictured is Black Peter’s knife which was found in his cabin.

From the story:
‘I knew Black Peter, and when he pulled out his knife I whipped a 

harpoon through him sharp, for I knew that it was him or me.’
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Pictured is the letter from Dundee responding to Holmes inquiry of the  
whereabouts of Patrick Cairns.

From the story:
‘I spent three days in wiring to Dundee, and at the end of that time I 

had ascertained the names of the crew of the Sea Unicorn in 1883. When I 
found Patrick Cairns among the harpooners my research was nearing its 
end.’
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Pictured are postal cards from Norway, which was Senior Nelligan’s 
intended destination, and that of  Holmes and Watson after the conclusion 
of the case.

From the story:
‘He started in his little yacht for Norway just before the warrant was 

issued for his arrest.’
‘If you want me for the trial, my address and that of Watson will be 

somewhere in Norway - I'll send particulars later.’
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Pictured is the discharge certificate for Patrick Cairn from the S.S. Sea 
Unicorn.

From the story:
‘I spent three days in wiring to Dundee, and at the end of that time I 

had ascertained the names of the crew of the Sea Unicorn in 1883. When I 
found Patrick Cairns among the harpooners my research was nearing its 
end.’
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Pictured is Cook’s Travel Book Scandinavia –likely consulted by Holmes 
and Watson for his post-case trip.

From the story:
‘If you want me for the trial, my address and that of Watson will be 

somewhere in Norway - I'll send particulars later.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of Black 
Peter” not included in the 

original Evidence Box.
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Pictured is the harpoon, or spear, Holmes used at the butcher shop to 
practice spearing a pig.

From the story:
He had gone out before breakfast, and I had sat down to mine, when he 

strode into the room, his hat upon his head, and a huge barb-headed 
spear tucked like an umbrella under his arm.
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Pictured is the tantalus which was found in Peter Carey’s cabin. A 
tantalus held decanters of liquor, but could be locked to keep staff from 
drinking the alcohol.

From the story:
‘There was a tantalus containing brandy and whisky on the sea-chest. It 

is of no importance to us, however, since the decanters were full and it 
had therefore not been used.’
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Pictured is a brand of strong tobacco, popular during the Victorian 
period, which may have been Patrick Cairns’s tobacco pouch.

From the story:
‘There was half an ounce of strong ship's tobacco in it.’
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Pictured is the cloth cap worn by young Neligan when he broke into 
Peter Carey’s cabin to search for the stolen stock certificates.

From the story:
He was dressed like a gentleman, in Norfolk jacket and knickerbockers, 

with a cloth cap upon his head.
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Pictured is a postal card for Forest Row, Sussex, with the Brambletye 
Hotel on the right side.

From the story:
‘After that he travelled for some years, and finally he bought a small 

place called Woodman's Lee, near Forest Row, in Sussex.
‘Rooms have been reserved for you at the Brambletye Hotel, so we can 

all walk down to the village together.’
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Pictured is the tin box, which Peter Carey took from Mr. Neligan on the 
ship, and which carried the securities which Carey then sold. 

From the story:
‘All the baggage we took off with him was one tin box.’
‘I guessed that he had done the deed for the sake of what was in that 

tin box, and that he could afford now to pay me well for keeping my 
mouth shut.’
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