
Adventure XXX – The Adventure of the Dancing 
Men
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured are shares of the African securities Thurston had suggested 
Watson invest in.

From the story:
So, Watson,’ said he suddenly, ‘you do not propose to invest in South 

African securities?’
‘You told me four weeks ago that Thurston had an option on some 

South African property which would expire in a month, and which he 
desired you to share with him.’
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Pictured is an advertisement for Thurston’s billiards.  Thurston is 
Watson’s billiard’s partner.

From the story:
‘You never play billiards except with Thurston.’
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Pictured is Watson’s personal cue stick chalk, with his initials ‘JHW’ 
engraved on the side.

From the story:
‘You had chalk between your left finger and thumb when you returned 

from the club last night. You put chalk there when you play billiards to 
steady the cue.’
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Pictured is Hilton Cubitt’s first letter to Holmes, imploring his assistance.  
Included was the first message Cubitt found in the dancing men form. The 
coded message read, ‘AM HERE ABE SLANEY’.

From the story:
‘See what you can make of that, friend Watson.’ He tossed a sheet of 

paper upon the table, and turned once more to his chemical analysis.
I looked with amazement at the absurd hieroglyphics upon the paper.
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Pictured is Watson’s check book of Cox & Co. Bank, which Holmes keeps 
locked in his desk to help Watson manage his meager funds.

From the story:
‘Your cheque-book is locked in my drawer, and you have not asked for 

the key.’
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Pictured is a saucer from the Imperial Hotel at Russell Square, possibly 
where Hilton Cubitt stayed in London when he met Elsie Patrick, who 
would become his wife.

From the story:
‘Last year I came up to London for the Jubilee, and I stopped at a 

boarding-house in Russell Square, because Parker, the vicar of our parish, 
was staying in it.’
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Pictured is a postal card from the Imperial Hotel at Russell Square, 
possibly where Hilton Cubitt stayed in London when he met Elsie Patrick, 
who would become his wife.

From the story:
‘Last year I came up to London for the Jubilee, and I stopped at a 

boarding-house in Russell Square, because Parker, the vicar of our parish, 
was staying in it’.
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Pictured is a Queen Victoria cigarette card. Hilton Cubitt was in London 
for the Queen’s Jubilee the year before when he met Elsie Patrick.

From the story:
‘Last year I came up to London for the Jubilee, and I stopped at a 

boarding-house in Russell Square, because Parker, the vicar of our parish, 
was staying in it.’
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Pictured is the piece of paper Hilton Cubitt presented to Holmes, with 
the dancing men figures on it. The figures were originally drawn with a 
piece of chalk on Cubitt’s house.

From the story:
‘About a week ago - it was the Tuesday of last week - I found on one of 

the window-sills a number of absurd little dancing figures, like these upon 
the paper. They were scrawled with chalk.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Hilton Cubitt to Sherlock Holmes, 
indicating new information and when he would arrive at Baker Street.

From the story:
‘Because I had a wire from Hilton Cubitt this morning - you remember 

Hilton Cubitt, of the dancing men? He was to reach Liverpool Street at 
one-twenty. He may be here at any moment. I gather from his wire that 
there have been some new incidents of importance.’
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Pictured is the 2nd letter sent by Hilton Cubitt to Holmes seeking 
assistance. The coded message read, ‘ELSIE PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD.’

From the story:
On the evening of the second there came a letter from Hilton Cubitt. All 

was quiet with him, save that a long inscription had appeared that 
morning upon the pedestal of the sun-dial.
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Pictured are four messages Hilton Cubitt found around his estate, all 
written in the dancing men format.  Holmes was able to break the code, 
recognizing the danger to the Cubitt family.

From the story:
‘This message makes it even more essential that we should not lose an 

hour in letting Hilton Cubitt know how matters stand, for it is a singular 
and dangerous web in which our simple Norfolk squire is entangled.’
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Pictured is Elsie’s hand-bag with her intented bribe money, 1,000 
pounds, to entice Slaney to return to America without her.

From the story:
It was a lady's hand-bag which stood upon the study table - a trim little 

hand-bag of crocodile-skin and silver. Holmes opened it and turned the 
contents out. There were twenty fifty-pound notes of the Bank of England, 
held together by an India-rubber band - nothing else.
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Pictured is a brass bullet casing and Broomhandle Mauser pistol.  
Although this weapon is not a ‘revolver’ as assumed to be Slaney’s pistol, 
it would explain the ejected cartridge that was found.

From the story:
‘I thought so,’ said he; ‘the revolver had an ejector, and here is the third 

cartridge. I really think, Inspector Martin, that our case is almost 
complete.’
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Pictured is the telegram sent by Inspector Martin to have an escort for 
Abe Slaney to be transferred from the Cubitt residence to the jail.

From the story:
‘I think, Inspector,' Holmes remarked, 'that you would do well to 

telegraph for an escort, as, if my calculations prove to be correct, you may 
have a particularly dangerous prisoner to convey to the county gaol. The 
boy who takes this note could no doubt forward your telegram.’
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Pictured is the telegram from Inspector Hargreave to Holmes 
responding about Abe Slaney.

From the story:
‘I therefore cabled to my friend, Wilson Hargreave, of the New York 

Police Bureau, who has more than once made use of my knowledge of 
London crime. I asked him whether the name of Abe Slaney was known to 
him. Here is his reply: ‘The most dangerous crook in Chicago.’
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Pictured is a photo of Wilson Hargreave  endorsed to Holmes.  
Hargreave was helpful to Holmes during the Dancing Men investigation.

From the story:
‘I therefore cabled to my friend, Wilson Hargreave, of the New York 

Police Bureau, who has more than once made use of my knowledge of 
London crime.’
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Pictured is the telegram sent by Holmes to Inspector Hargreave in New 
York City concerning Abe Slaney.

From the story:
‘I therefore cabled to my friend, Wilson Hargreave, of the New York 

Police Bureau, who has more than once made use of my knowledge of 
London crime.’
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Pictured is a photo of Abe Slaney while he resided in Chicago, and was 
part of a criminal gang.

From the story:
‘First of all, I want you gentlemen to understand that I have known this 

lady since she was a child. There were seven of us in a gang in Chicago, 
and Elsie's father was the boss of the Joint.’
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Pictured is a photograph of five of the members of the Chicago gang, 
which Abe Slaney was a member, and Elsie Patrick’s father ran.

From the story:
‘There were seven of us in a gang in Chicago, and Elsie's father was the 

boss of the Joint. He was a clever man, was old Patrick.’
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Pictured is the note Holmes sent to Abe Slaney at Elrige’s Farm, asking 
Slaney to return to the Cubitt’s residence.  The dancing men message 
read, ‘Come here at once.’

From the story:
As I turned back my eye caught the pellet of paper which the prisoner 

had tossed upon the table. It was the note with which Holmes had 
decoyed him.
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Dancing Men” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.
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Pictured is the test tube and rack Holmes was using at the beginning of 
the tale. Holmes was busy with an experiment.

From the story:
He wheeled round upon his stool, with a steaming test-tube in his hand 

and a gleam of amusement in his deep-set eyes. 
…he propped his test-tube in the rack and began to lecture with the air 

of a professor addressing his class.
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Pictured is the doorbell to 221 Baker Street, Holmes and Watson’s 
residence.  Cubitt rang the bell when he arrived.

From the story:
‘There's a ring at the bell, Watson. I should not be very much surprised 

if this were he.’

25The Adventure of the Dancing Men



Pictured is the sundial which Hilton Cubitt found the 2nd dancing men 
message addressed to his wife Elsie.

From the story:
‘None did come for a week, and then yesterday morning I found this 

paper lying on the sun-dial in the garden. I showed it to Elsie, and down 
she dropped in a dead faint.’
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Pictured is a postal card for the North Walsham railway station. Holmes 
and Watson arrived there, before going on to Riding Thorpe, Cubitt’s 
residence.

From the story:
We had hardly alighted at North Walsham, and mentioned the name of 

our destination, when the station-master hurried towards us.
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