
Adventure XXVIII – The Adventure of the Empty 
House
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is two 10-pound notes found on the desk of Ronald Adair’s 
room, where he had been shot, presumably part of his winnings at cards 
earlier in the evening.

From the story:
On the table lay two bank-notes for £10 each and £17 10s. in silver and 

gold, the money arranged in little piles of varying amount.
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Pictured are casino cards for Ronald Adair and Sebastian Moran for 
entry into a casino in Monaco, which the two favored when they were not 
attending card clubs.

From the story:
‘Ronald Adair was fond of cards, playing continually, but never for such 

stakes as would hurt him. He was a member of the Baldwin, the 
Cavendish, and the Bagatelle Card Clubs.’
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Pictured is the tally sheet Ronald Adair had brought home from the 
Bagatelle Card Club, showing the other players and their winnings/losses.

From the story:
‘There were some figures also upon a sheet of paper with the names of 

some club friends opposite to them, from which it was conjectured that 
before his death he was endeavouring to make out his losses or winnings 
at cards.’
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Pictured are the tinted glasses worn by a tall, thin man whom Watson 
surmised was a detective, possibly with Scotland Yard.

From the story:
A tall, thin man with coloured glasses, whom I strongly suspected of 

being a plain-clothes detective, was pointing out some theory of his own, 
while the others crowded round to listen to what he said.
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Pictured is part of the white hair Holmes used as a beard and wig to 
disguise himself as an aged book seller when returning to London.

From the story:
To my astonishment, it was none other than my strange old book-

collector, his sharp, wizened face peering out from a frame of white hair, 
and his precious volumes, a dozen of them at least, wedged under his right 
arm.
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Pictured is the book, British Birds in Colour, by R. S. R. Fitter, one of the 
books Holmes as the bibliophile offered to Watson to help fill his book 
shelf.

From the story:
‘Maybe you collect yourself, sir; here's British Birds, and Catullus, and 

The Holy War - a bargain every one of them. With five volumes you could 
just fill that gap on that second shelf. It looks untidy, does it not, sir?’
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Pictured is the book, The Holy War, by John Bunyon, one of the books 
Holmes as the bibliophile offered to Watson to help fill his book shelf.

From the story:
‘Maybe you collect yourself, sir; here's British Birds, and Catullus, and 

The Holy War - a bargain every one of them. With five volumes you could 
just fill that gap on that second shelf. It looks untidy, does it not, sir?’
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Pictured is the flask which Holmes used to revive Watson with Brandy 
after causing  Watson to faint.

From the story:
Certainly a grey mist swirled before my eyes, and when it cleared I 

found my collar-ends undone and the tingling after-taste of brandy upon 
my lips. Holmes was bending over my chair, his flask in his hand.

9The Adventure of the Empty House



Pictured are demonstration photos on the use of baritsu in hand to 
hand fighting. 

From the story:
‘We tottered together upon the brink of the fall. I have some 

knowledge, however, of baritsu, or the Japanese system of wrestling, 
which has more than once been very useful to me.’
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Pictured is a small statuette of Budda, a memento from Holmes’ hiatus 
visit to Lhassa to visit the Buddist priest, the Dalai Lama. Also pictured is a 
drawing of Holmes overlooking Lhassa.

From the story:
‘I travelled for two years in Tibet, therefore, and amused myself by 

visiting Lhassa and spending some days with the head Llama.’
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Pictured are postal cards Holmes collected while traveling across Europe 
and Asia, including Khartoum.

From the story:
‘I then passed through Persia, looked in at Mecca, and paid a short but 

interesting visit to the Khalifa at Khartoum, the results of which I have 
communicated to the Foreign Office.’
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Pictured are telegrams Holmes sent to Mycroft during his travels across 
Europe and Asia.

From the story:
‘I had only one confidant - my brother Mycroft. I owe you many 

apologies, my dear Watson, but it was all-important that it should be 
thought I was dead, and it is quite certain that you would not have written 
so convincing an account of my unhappy end had you not yourself thought 
that it was true.’
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Pictured are telegrams Holmes sent to Mycroft during his travels across 
Europe and Asia.

From the story:
‘I had only one confidant - my brother Mycroft. I owe you many 

apologies, my dear Watson, but it was all-important that it should be 
thought I was dead, and it is quite certain that you would not have written 
so convincing an account of my unhappy end had you not yourself thought 
that it was true.’



Pictured is a cheque drawn from Thomas Cook Bank, Holmes’ likely 
source of monies or funds need during the hiatus. 

From the story:
‘As to Mycroft, I had to confide in him in order to obtain the money 

which I needed.’
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Pictured is a Stereo Card of Kartoum, A memento from Holmes’ hiatus  
‘short but interesting visit to the Khalifa at Khartoum.

From the story:
‘I then passed through Persia, looked in at Mecca, and paid a short but 

interesting visit to the Khalifa at Khartoum, the results of which I have 
communicated to the Foreign Office.’
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Pictured is a calendar for 1894, with Holmes’ information on the 
bottom, when he was living in Montpelier, conducting studies on coal-tar 
derivatives.

From the story:
‘Returning to France, I spent some months in a research into the coal-

tar derivatives, which I conducted in a laboratory at Montpelier, in the 
south of France.’
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Pictured are postal cards Holmes sent to Mycroft (from Meiringen, 
Interlaken, and Basle) during his 3 year hiatus across Europe and Asia.

From the story:
‘We have three years of the past to discuss. Let that suffice until half 

past nine, when we start upon the notable adventure of the empty house.’
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Pictured is the key to Camden House, the empty dwelling across the 
street from Holmes’ residence on Baker Street.  Holmes and Watson snuck 
in to set a trap for Moran.

From the story:
Here he turned swiftly down a narrow passage, passed through a 

wooden gate into a deserted yard, and then opened with a key the back 
door of a house. We entered together, and he closed it behind us.
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Pictured are postal cards Holmes sent to Mycroft (from Geneve, 
Brussels, and Meiringen) during his 3 year hiatus across Europe and Asia.

From the story:
‘We have three years of the past to discuss. Let that suffice until half 

past nine, when we start upon the notable adventure of the empty house.’
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Pictured is the jews’ harp, or mouth harp, which Parker played well. 
Parker was staked out at Baker Street when Holmes returned to London.

From the story:
‘Because I recognized their sentinel when I glanced out of my window. 

He is a harmless enough fellow, Parker by name, a garrotter by trade, and 
a remarkable performer upon the jews' harp.’
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Pictured is the police whistle Holmes used to signal Lestrade to enter 
the Camden House once the trap had been sprung on Moran.

From the story:
…I struck him on the head with the butt of my revolver, and he dropped 

again upon the floor. I fell upon him, and as I held him my comrade blew a 
shrill call upon a whistle.
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Pictured is an excerpt from March 20, 1888 The Times showing results 
of shooting competition where Moran was a participant, and his prowess 
as a big game shooter.

From the story:
‘This, gentlemen, is Colonel Sebastian Moran, once of Her Majesty's 

Indian Army, and the best heavy game shot that our Eastern Empire has 
ever produced. I believe I am correct, colonel, in saying that your bag of 
tigers still remain unrivalled?’
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Pictured is the booklet Maneater of Jahlreel, a monograph about tiger 
hunting, purportedly written by Col. Moran.

From the story:
‘This, gentlemen, is Colonel Sebastian Moran, once of Her Majesty's 

Indian Army, and the best heavy game shot that our Eastern Empire has 
ever produced. I believe I am correct, colonel, in saying that your bag of 
tigers still remain unrivalled?’
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Pictured is a book of Shakespearean quotations which Holmes has as 
part of his library at Baker Street.  He quotes  ‘Twelfth Night’ when he 
captures Moran.

From the story:
‘Ah, colonel,’ said Holmes, arranging his rumpled collar, ‘journeys end in 

lovers’ meetings,’ as the old play says.’
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Pictured is the bullet retrieved by Mrs. Hudson. Col. Moran had fired the 
bullet through the Holmes wax bust, and the bullet was flattened once it 
hit the wall.

From the story:
‘Excellent. You carried the thing out very well. Did you observe where 

the bullet went?’
‘Yes, sir. I'm afraid it has spoilt your beautiful bust, for it passed right 

through the head and flattened itself on the wall. I picked it up from the 
carpet. Here it is!’
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Pictured is Ward/Lock’s Switzerland, a Swiss travel book Holmes & 
Watson would have used in their travels to escape Moriarty.

From the story:
‘When we were in Switzerland he followed us with Moriarty, and it was 

undoubtedly he who gave me that evil five minutes on the Reichenbach 
ledge.’
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Pictured is Cook’s  Switzerland, a Swiss travel book Holmes & Watson 
would have used in their travels to escape Moriarty. Also is a tag from 
Cook’s tours which Holmes used during their travels.

From the story:
‘When we were in Switzerland he followed us with Moriarty, and it was 

undoubtedly he who gave me that evil five minutes on the Reichenbach 
ledge.’
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Pictured are Bernard Hammer, who was President of the Swiss 
Confederation during confrontation with Moriarty and Moran and the 
Hiatus, as well as Queen Victoria.

From the story:
‘When we were in Switzerland he followed us with Moriarty, and it was 

undoubtedly he who gave me that evil five minutes on the Reichenbach 
ledge.’
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Pictured is Col. Moran’s father, Sir Augustus Moran award, the Order of 
the Bath (Companion),  with post-nominal title of C.B.

From the story:
Moran, Sebastian, Colonel. Unemployed. Formerly 1st Bengalore 

Pioneers.  Son of Sir Augustus Moran, C.B., once British Minister to Persia.
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Pictured is a photo of Col. Sebastian Moran, with Moran’s short bio, 
written by Holmes, on the back. Holmes notes he is the 2nd most 
dangerous person in London.

From the story:
On the margin was written in Holmes’s precise hand: ‘The second most 

dangerous man in London.’
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Pictured is the air gun used by Col. Moran to murder Ronald Adair and 
attempt to kill Holmes.  The gun is now held at Scotland Yard’s museum.

From the story:
Holmes had picked up the powerful air-gun from the floor, and was 

examining its mechanism.
‘Meanwhile, come what may, Colonel Moran will trouble us no more, 

the famous air-gun of Von Herder will embellish the Scotland Yard 
Museum.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Empty House” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.
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Pictured is a book of poetry by Catallus, a Latin poet during the late 
Roman period, one of the books Holmes as the bibliophile offered to 
Watson to help fill his book shelf.

From the story:
‘Maybe you collect yourself, sir; here's British Birds, and Catullus, and 

The Holy War - a bargain every one of them. With five volumes you could 
just fill that gap on that second shelf. It looks untidy, does it not, sir?’



Pictured is the Adams revolver, Watson’s old service weapon, which 
Watson brought with him to trap Moran at Camden House.

From the story:
It was indeed like old times when, at that hour, I found myself seated 

beside him in a hansom, my revolver in my pocket and the thrill of 
adventure in my heart. Holmes was cold and stern and silent.
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Pictured is a postal card of Cavendish Square, where Holmes and 
Watson stopped at before continuing to Camden House to trap Moran.

From the story:
I had imagined that we were bound for Baker Street, but Holmes 

stopped the cab at the corner of Cavendish Square.
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Pictured is the wax bust, created by Monsieur Oscar Meunier, of 
Grenoble, which Holmes used to trap Moran, who believed he was 
executing the real Holmes with his air-gun.

From the story:
…the other, the strange dummy which had played so important a part in 

the evening's adventures. It was a wax-coloured model of my friend, so 
admirably done that it was a perfect facsimile.
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