
Adventure XXVII – The Hound of the Baskervilles
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is a page from the ‘HOUND’ manuscript, authored by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle in 1901.

My Dear Robinson,
It was your account of a West-Country legend that this tale owes its 

inception. For this and for your help in the details all thanks.
Yours most truly, A. Conan Doyle, Hindhead, Haslemere.
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Pictured is the calling, or visiting, cards for Henry Baskerville, Laura 
Lyons, and James Mortimer.

From the story:
‘It is my experience that it is only an amiable man in this world who 

receives testimonials, only an unambitious one who abandons a London 
career for the country, and only an absent-minded one who leaves his 
stick and not his visiting-card after waiting an hour in your room.’
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Pictured is the front cover of the Lancet, March 1882, which included Dr. 
Mortimer’s article, ‘Some Freaks of Atavism.’

From the story:
Corresponding member of the Swedish Pathological Society. Author of 

‘Some Freaks of Atavism’ (Lancet, 1882), ‘Do We Progress?’ (Journal of 
Psychology, March, 1883). Medical Officer for the parishes of Grimpen, 
Thorsley, and High Barrow.
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Pictured is an advertisement Mortimer placed in the Times to find his 
Penang Lawyer, or walking stick, which he absent-mindedly  left at Baker 
Street. 

From the story:
‘I am so very glad,’ said he. ‘I was not sure whether I had left it here or 

in the Shipping Office. I would not lose that stick for the world.’
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Pictured are Dr. Mortimer’s brand of cigarette papers, which he 
routinely rolled himself.

From the story:
‘You are an enthusiast in your line of thought, I perceive, sir, as I am in 

mine,’ said he. ‘I observe from your forefinger that you make your own 
cigarettes. Have no hesitation in lighting one.’

The man drew out paper and tobacco and twirled the one up in the 
other with surprising dexterity.

6The Hound of the Baskervilles



Pictured is the legend of the Hound, as read by Dr. Mortimer to Holmes 
and Watson.

From the story:
I looked over his shoulder at the yellow paper and the faded script. At 

the head was written: ‘Baskerville Hall’, and below, in large, scrawling 
figures: ‘1742’.

‘It appears to be a statement of some sort.’
‘Yes, it is a statement of a certain legend which runs in the Baskerville 

family.’

7The Hound of the Baskervilles



Pictured is a letter from Dr. Mortimer to a friend outlining the death of 
Charles Baskerville.

From the story:
The recent sudden death of Sir Charles Baskerville, whose name has 

been mentioned as the probable Liberal candidate for Mid-Devon at the 
next election, has cast a gloom over the county.
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Pictured is the article from the Devon County Chronicle, June 14, 1888, 
outlining the death of Sir Charles Baskerville.

From the story:
‘This is the Devon County Chronicle of June 14th of this year. It is a short 

account of the facts elicited at the death of Sir Charles Baskerville which 
occurred a few days before that date.’
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Pictured is the thank you, a Papal Blessing, from the Vatican, sent to 
Holmes, for his solving of the Vatican Cameo incident.

From the story:
‘I had observed some newspaper comment at the time, but I was 

exceedingly preoccupied by that little affair of the Vatican cameos, and in 
my anxiety to oblige the Pope I lost touch with several interesting English 
cases.’
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Pictured is a signed letter from the Vatican, as well as a cameo as a 
token of esteem, thanking Holmes for his involvement in the Vatican 
cameo incident.

From the story:
‘I had observed some newspaper comment at the time, but I was 

exceedingly preoccupied by that little affair of the Vatican cameos, and in 
my anxiety to oblige the Pope I lost touch with several interesting English 
cases.’

11The Hound of the Baskervilles



Pictured is Sir Henry’s response to Mortimer’s letter informing him of Sir 
Charles’ death.

From the story:
‘Yes. On the death of Sir Charles we inquired for this young gentleman, 

and found that he had been farming in Canada. From the accounts which 
have reached us he is an excellent fellow in every way. I speak now not as 
a medical man but as a trustee and executor of Sir Charles's will.’
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Pictured is the letter from South America informing Dr. Mortimer of 
Rodger Baskersville’s death from yellow fever.

From the story:
‘The third, Rodger, was the black sheep of the family. He came of the 

old masterful Baskerville strain, and was the very image, they tell me, of 
the family picture of old Hugo. He made England too hot to hold him, fled 
to Central America, and died there in 1876 of yellow fever.’
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Pictured are Ordnance maps of the Dartmoor area, which Holmes and 
Watson would have used during their travel to the west of England.

From the story:
‘After you left I sent down to Stanford's for the Ordnance map of this 

portion of the moor, and my spirit has hovered over it all day. I flatter 
myself that I could find my way about.’
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Pictured is the oily clay pipe Holmes was smoking when Watson entered 
Baker Street.

From the story:
Through the haze I had a vague vision of Holmes in his dressing-gown 

coiled up in an arm-chair with his black clay pipe between his lips. Several 
rolls of paper lay around him.
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Pictured is the note received by Sir Henry at the Northumberland Hotel 
composed of words cut from a newspaper warning him away from the 
Moors.

From the story:
It ran: ‘as you value your life or your reason keep away from the moor.’
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Pictured is the Leeds Mercury newspaper whose font Holmes once 
confused with that of the Western Morning News. 

From the story:
‘The detection of types is one of the most elementary branches of 

knowledge to the special expert in crime, though I confess that once when 
I was very young I confused the Leeds Mercury with the Western Morning 
News.’
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Pictured is the telegrams Holmes sent to Barrymore and to the 
Postmaster to test Barrymore’s presence at Baskerville Hall.

From the story:
‘Give me a telegraph form. ‘Is all ready for Sir Henry?’ That will do. 

Address to Mr Barrymore, Baskerville Hall. Which is the nearest telegraph-
office? Grimpen. Very good, we will send a second wire to the postmaster, 
Grimpen: ‘Telegram to Mr Barrymore, to be delivered into his own hand. If 
absent, please return wire to Sir Henry Baskerville, Northumberland 
Hotel.’
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Humorous cartoon regarding Dartmoor and the Grimpen Mire.

From the story:
‘That is the great Grimpen Mire,’ said he. ‘A false step yonder means 

death to man or beast.’
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Pictured is the postmark from the village of Grimpen, which would have 
been stamped on each of Watson’s letters to Holmes in London.

From the story:
From this point onwards will follow the course of events by transcribing 

my own letters to Mr Sherlock Holmes which lie before me on the table.
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Pictured is the 1st letter, and envelope, sent to Holmes by Watson, 
outlining the activities at Baskerville Hall.

From the story:
From this point onwards will follow the course of events by transcribing 

my own letters to Mr Sherlock Holmes which lie before me on the table.
Baskerville Hall, Oct. 13th
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Pictured is the 3rd letter , sent to Holmes by Watson, outlining the 
activities at Baskerville Hall.

From the story:
From this point onwards will follow the course of events by transcribing 

my own letters to Mr Sherlock Holmes which lie before me on the table.
Baskerville Hall, Oct. 16th
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Pictured is the 4th letter , sent to Holmes by Watson, outlining the 
activities at Baskerville Hall.

From the story:
From this point onwards will follow the course of events by transcribing 

my own letters to Mr Sherlock Holmes which lie before me on the table.
Baskerville Hall, Oct. 16th



Pictured is the Remington typewriter Laura Lyons used in her profession 
as a typist.

From the story:
A maid showed me in without ceremony, and as I entered the sitting-

room a lady who was sitting before a Remington typewriter sprang up with 
a pleasant smile of welcome.

‘I gave a trifle myself. It was to set her up in a typewriting business.’
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Pictured is the pannikin found by Watson  in the hut on the moor, used 
by the mysterious stranger.  A pannikin is a vessel used to warm food.

From the story:
A litter of empty tins showed that the place had been occupied for 

some time, and I saw, as my eyes became accustomed to the chequered 
light, a pannikin and a half-full bottle of spirits standing in the corner.
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Pictured is the note found by Watson in the stone hut which informed 
Holmes that Watson went to Coombe Tracey to speak to Laura Lyons.

From the story:
As I set it down again, after having examined it, my heart leaped to see 

that beneath it there lay a sheet of paper with writing upon it. I raised it, 
and this was what I read, roughly scrawled in pencil:

‘Dr Watson has gone to Coombe Tracey.’
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Pictured are the cans of peaches which Watson observed in the hut on 
the moor, which the mysterious stranger was using.  Also pictured are 
labels from other brands of peaches.

From the story:
It contained a loaf of bread, a tinned tongue, and two tins of preserved 

peaches.
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Pictured is the tin of beef tongue and a tin opener which Watson found 
in the hut on the moor, where Holmes had been scouting the region.

From the story:
It contained a loaf of bread, a tinned tongue, and two tins of preserved 

peaches.
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Pictured is a matchbox and cigarette from Bradley’s, Watson’s 
Tobacconist.  Holmes knew of Watson’s presence when he saw a Bradley 
cigarette butt outside of the stone hut.

From the story:
‘If you seriously desire to deceive me you must change your 

tobacconist, for when I see the stub of a cigarette marked Bradley, Oxford 
Street, I know that my friend Watson is in the neighbourhood.’
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Pictured is the unsigned Letter to Laura Lyons, obviously from Stapleton, 
in which he indicates he is willing to marry her if she will divorce her 
husband.

From the story:
‘There can be no doubt about the matter. They meet, they write, there 

is a complete understanding between them. Now, this puts a very 
powerful weapon into our hands. If I could use it to detach his wife-’
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Pictured is the un-signed arrest warrant for Jack Stapleton, requested by 
Holmes, and delivered by Inspector Lestrade.

From the story:
The boy returned with a telegram, which Holmes handed to me. It ran:
Wire received. Coming down with unsigned warrant. Arrive five-forty - 

LESTRADE.
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Pictured is the wedding photo of the Vandeleurs (aka Stapleton) and 
collaborating note obtained by Holmes from the photographer. The 
photograph was taken in New York.

From the story:
‘Here is a photograph of the couple taken in York four years ago. It is 

endorsed ‘Mr and Mrs Vandeleur’, but you will have no difficulty in 
recognising him, and her also, if you know her by sight.’
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Pictured is a letter from Edward Undershaw, former Classics Master 
from St. Oliver’s, helping to identify the Vandeleurs.

From the story:
‘Here are three written descriptions by trustworthy witnesses of Mr and 

Mrs Vandeleur, who at that time kept St Oliver's private school.’



Pictured are corroborating letters identifying the couple by a former 
classics master now on the board of regents for the nearly defunct St 
Oliver’s School, a maths professor once unfairly rated by the former 
headmaster, and a former student who had also known Fraser, the tutor.

From the story:
‘Here are three written descriptions by trustworthy witnesses of Mr and 

Mrs Vandeleur, who at that time kept St Oliver's private school.’
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Pictured is a book on British Butterflies, written by Vere Temple. 
Stapleton would certainly have had this book on his shelves at home.

From the story:
The room had been fashioned into a small museum, and the walls were 

lined by a number of glass-topped cases full of that collection of 
butterflies and moths the formation of which had been the relaxation of 
this complex and dangerous man.
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Pictured is the black boot stolen from Henry Baskerville’s room by 
Stapleton to provide Baskerville’s scent to the hound. The tag indicates it 
was made in Toronto.

From the story:
‘It is clear enough that the hound has been laid on from some article of 

Sir Henry's - the boot which was abstracted in the hotel, in all probability - 
and so ran this man down.’

He held an old black boot in the air. ‘Meyers, Toronto’, was printed on 
the leather inside.
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Pictured is the receipt for the purchase of the hound. Stapleton bought 
the canine at Ross and Mangles in London under the alias of Vandeleur.

From the story:
‘The dog he bought in London from Ross and Mangles the dealers in 

Fulham Road. It was the strongest and most savage in their possession.’
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Pictured is the receipt from the Mexborough Hotel where Stapleton 
stayed in London under the Alias of Newton while trailing Henry 
Baskerville.

From the story:
‘They lodged, I find, at the Mexborough Private Hotel, in Craven Street, 

which was actually one of those called upon by my agent in search of 
evidence.’
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Pictured is the fake beard wore by Stapleton when following Sir 
Henry/Holmes in London.

From the story:
‘Here he kept his wife imprisoned in her room while he, disguised in a 

beard, followed Dr Mortimer to Baker Street, and afterwards to the station 
and to the Northumberland Hotel.’
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Pictured are the program and other items from Covent Garden.  At the 
end of the Hound, Holmes announces he has a box to see the De Reszke 
brothers perform. The program scheduled was ‘The Huguenots’ .

From the story:
‘I have a box for Les Huguenots. Have you heard the De Reszkes? Might I 

trouble you then to be ready in half an hour, and we can stop at Marcini's 
for a little dinner on the way?’
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Pictured is a cigarette box and ad for De Reszke brothers.  At the end of 
the Hound, Holmes announces he has a box to see the De Reszke brothers 
perform. The program scheduled was ‘The Huguenots’ .

From the story:
‘I have a box for Les Huguenots. Have you heard the De Reszkes? Might I 

trouble you then to be ready in half an hour, and we can stop at Marcini's 
for a little dinner on the way?’



Additional items of interest 
in  “The Hound of the 

Baskervilles” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.
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Pictured is the Penang lawyer,  or walking stick, carried by Dr. Mortimer, 
and used by Holmes to test Watson’s deductive skills.

From the story:
I stood upon the hearth-rug and picked up the stick which our visitor 

had left behind him the night before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood, 
bulbous-headed, of the sort which is known as a ‘Penang lawyer.’
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Pictured is the polished silver coffee pot in which Holmes was able to 
observe Watson studying the walking stick left by Dr. Mortimer.

From the story:
Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I had given him no sign of 

my occupation.
‘How did you know what I was doing? I believe you have eyes in the 

back of your head.’
‘I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated coffee-pot in front of me,’ 

said he.
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Pictured is the British Medical Directory of 1888, which Dr. Watson was 
able to find additional information concerning Dr. Mortimer. 

From the story:
From my small medical shelf I took down the Medical Directory and 

turned up the name. There were several Mortimers, but only one who 
could be our visitor.
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Pictured is the Northumberland Hotel, where Henry Baskerville stayed 
while in London.

From the story:
‘Who knew that you were going to the Northumberland Hotel?’ asked 

Holmes, glancing keenly, across at our visitor.
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Pictured is the hotel directory of London which Holmes directs 
Cartwright to scout out all the hotels in the vicinity of Charing Cross.

From the story:
‘Let me have the Hotel Directory,’ said Holmes. ‘Thank you! Now, 

Cartwright, there are the names of twenty-three hotels here, all in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Charing Cross.’
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Pictured is the half-sovereign Holmes gave to John Clayton, the cabman, 
for the information provided on his fare, Stapleton, earlier in the day.

From the story:
‘Well, then, here is your half-sovereign. There's another one waiting for 

you if you can bring any more information. Good-night!’
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Pictured is a postal card for the Hunterian Museum, known as the 
Museum of the College of Surgeons. Dr. Mortimer visited it whenever he 
came to London.

From the story:
‘Except yesterday afternoon. I usually give up one day to pure 

amusement when I come to town, so I spent it at the Museum of the 
College of Surgeons.’
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Pictured is an early drawing of Dartmoor Prison at Princetown, the 
prison from which Selden escaped.

From the story:
‘There's a convict escaped from Princetown, sir. He's been out three 

days now, and the warders watch every road and every station, but they've 
had no sight of him yet.’
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Pictured is the Cyclopides butterfly Stapleton claimed to be chasing 
when he came upon Beryl Stapleton and Watson talking on the moor.

From the story:
‘Yes, I was chasing a Cyclopides. He is very rare, and seldom found in the 

late autumn. What a pity that I should have missed him!’
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Pictured is the candle used by Barrymore and his wife to signal Selden, 
the escaped convict on the moor.

From the story:
Barrymore was crouching at the window with the candle held against 

the glass. His profile was half turned towards me, and his face seemed to 
be rigid with expectation as he stared out into the blackness of the moor.
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Pictured is are the pistols carried by Holmes and Watson on the night 
they encountered and shot the Hound.  

From the story:
Then Holmes and I both fired together, and the creature gave a hideous 

howl, which showed that one at least had hit him.
But the next instant Holmes had emptied five barrels of his revolver into 

the creature's flank.
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Pictured is the box Stapleton used to store the phosphorus he used on 
the Hound. 

From the story:
Even now, in the stillness of death, the huge jaws seemed to be dripping 

with a bluish flame, and the small, deep-set, cruel eyes were ringed with 
fire. I placed my hand upon the glowing muzzle, and as I held them up my 
own fingers smouldered and gleamed in the darkness.

‘Phosphorus,’ I said.
‘A cunning preparation of it,’ said Holmes, sniffing at the dead animal.
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