
My completed project provided a new collection of Sherlock Holmes mystery books for my 
fourth-grade classroom library. The books are prominently displayed and available for students 
to check out and read independently. This project gave students the opportunity to explore a new 
series and genre while becoming familiar with the classic character of Sherlock Holmes. Many 
of my students had never heard of Sherlock Holmes before, making these books an exciting 
introduction to mystery literature and a new reading experience. 

The goals of the project were achieved by increasing access to high-interest books, encouraging 
students to read independently, and exposing them to a genre they may not have otherwise 
selected. Students have been excited to choose the Sherlock Holmes books, and the mysteries 
encourage them to make predictions, follow clues, draw conclusions, and think critically as they 
read. The project has had a positive impact not only on my students, but also on me as an 
educator by expanding the variety of books I can offer and helping me encourage students to try 
something new. The school benefits from having an expanded classroom library that supports 
literacy and a love of reading, while the students benefit from engaging books that challenge and 
motivate them. Our school uses the Accelerated Reader Program, so these books help promote 
reading and achieving personal goals.  

The impact of this grant will continue well into the future, as both my current students and 
students from last year have enjoyed the books, and future fourth-grade students will have the 
same opportunity to discover Sherlock Holmes and the mystery genre. 
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