
Adventure IX – The Adventure of the Blue 
Carbuncle
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is the lens Holmes and Watson used to examine Henry Baker’s 
hat to determine if there were any clues by which they could locate the 
hat’s owner.

From the story:
A lens and a forceps lying upon the seat of the chair suggested that the 

hat had been suspended in this manner for the purpose of examination.
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Pictured is the forceps Holmes used to examine Henry Baker’s hat to 
determine if there were any clues by which they could locate the hat’s 
owner.

From the story:
A lens and a forceps lying upon the seat of the chair suggested that the 

hat had been suspended in this manner for the purpose of examination.
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Pictured is “the goose”, used by James Ryder to secret the blue 
carbuncle away. The goose ended up in the hands of the Commissionaire, 
who brought it to Sherlock Holmes.

From the story:
‘It arrived upon Christmas morning, in company with a good fat goose, 

which is, I have no doubt, roasting at this moment in front of Peterson's 
fire.’

‘Yes, and a most remarkable bird it proved. I don't wonder you should 
take an interest in it. It laid an egg after it was dead — the bonniest, 
brightest little blue egg that ever was seen. I have it here in my museum.’
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Pictured is the illustration by Sidney Paget for “The Blue Carbuncle.”  
The scene depicted is when Holmes challenges Watson to determine what 
he can concerning the lost hat.

From the story:
‘But you are joking. What can you gather from this old battered felt?’

‘Here is my lens. You know my methods. What can you gather yourself as 
to the individuality of the man who has worn this article?’
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Pictured is the advertising from The Times, describing the theft of the 
blue carbuncle, owned by the Countess of Morcar, at the Hotel 
Cosmopolitan.  A reward for its return is offered.

From the story:
‘Precisely so. I ought to know its size and shape, seeing that I have read 

the advertisement about it in The Times every day lately.’
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Pictured is the banknote for £1000, the reward offered by the Countess 
of Morcar for the recovery of the carbuncle.  Unknown who was given the 
reward.  Also pictured is the £5 note Holmes had bet with Watson on the 
origin of the geese.

From the story:
‘…the reward offered of a thousand pounds is certainly not within a 

twentieth part of the market price.’
‘But I'm always ready to back my opinion on a matter of fowls, and I 

have a fiver on it that the bird I ate is country bred.’
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Pictured are receipts from the Hotel Cosmopolitan, the residence of the 
Countess of Morcar, whose blue carbuncle was stolen from her rooms 
while she was out.

From the story:
‘Hotel Cosmopolitan Jewel Robbery. John Horner, 26, plumber, was 

brought up upon the charge of having upon the 22nd inst., abstracted 
from the jewel-case of the Countess of Morcar the valuable gem known as 
the blue carbuncle.’
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Pictured is the chest, or casket, and lock, in the Hotel Cosmopolitan.  
The lock was picked, allowing the thief to remove the carbuncle and 
escape the room.

From the story:
On returning he found that Horner had disappeared, that the bureau 

had been forced open, and that the small Morocco casket in which, as it 
afterwards transpired, the Countess was accustomed to keep her jewel, 
was lying empty upon the dressing-table.
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Pictured is the chest, or casket, in which the Countess of Morcar kept 
the blue carbuncle while at the Hotel.  

From the story:
On returning he found that Horner had disappeared, that the bureau 

had been forced open, and that the small Morocco casket in which, as it 
afterwards transpired, the Countess was accustomed to keep her jewel, 
was lying empty upon the dressing-table.
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Pictured is the carbuncle stolen from the Countess of Morcar.  The 
carbuncle has a very troubled past, and has caused heartache to those 
who have owned it.

From the story:
‘This stone is not yet twenty years old. It was found in the banks of the 

Amoy River in Southern China, and is remarkable in having every 
characteristic of the carbuncle, save that it is blue in shade, instead of ruby 
red.’
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Pictured is the note Holmes sent to various newspapers as an 
advertisement for the lost felt hat owned by Henry Baker.  On the back of 
the note was the list of papers running the ad.

From the story:
‘Give me a pencil, and that slip of paper. Now, then: "Found at the 

corner of Goodge Street, a goose and a black felt hat. Mr. Henry Baker can 
have the same by applying at 6.30 this evening at 221B Baker Street.’
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Pictured is the ad ran in the Times at the request of Holmes, asking for 
the owner of the hat and goose to come claim them at Baker Street.

From the story:
‘Give me a pencil, and that slip of paper. Now, then: Found at the corner 

of Goodge Street, a goose and a black felt hat. Mr. Henry Baker can have 
the same by applying at 6.30 this evening at 221B Baker Street.’
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Pictured is the tam, or Scotch bonnet, worn by Henry Baker, when he 
arrived at Baker Street to retrieve his lost hat and goose from Holmes.

From the story:
As I approached the house I saw a tall man in a Scotch bonnet, with a 

coat which was buttoned up to his chin, waiting outside in the bright 
semicircle which was thrown from the fanlight.
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Pictured is a thank you note sent to Holmes from Henry Baker for the 
return of his lost hat. 

From the story:
‘Yes, sir, that is undoubtedly my hat.’
‘I had no doubt that the gang of roughs who assaulted me had carried 

off both my hat and the bird. I did not care to spend more money in a 
hopeless attempt at recovering them.’
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Pictured is tag placed on the infamous goose that ate the blue 
carbuncle, by the Alpha Inn, as part of their annual goose-club program.

From the story:
‘This year our good host, Windigate by name, instituted a goose-club, 

by which, on consideration of some few pence every week, we were to 
receive a bird at Christmas.’

16The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle

PAGE 09



Pictured is a bottle of ale from the Alpha Inn, similar to the ale served to 
Holmes and Watson.  Alpha Inn is where the goose-club was conducted 
from which Henry Baker received his goose.

From the story:
Holmes pushed open the door of the private bar, and ordered two 

glasses of beer from the ruddy-faced, white-aproned landlord.
‘Your beer should be excellent if it is as good as your geese,’ he said.
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Pictured is the sovereign Holmes offered as a bet on the origin of the 
geese sold at Breckinridge’s stall. 

From the story:
‘It's merely taking your money, for I know that I am right. But I'll have a 

sovereign on with you, just to teach you not to be obstinate.’
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Pictured is the ledger, or books, used by Breckinridge, to keep an 
accounting of all the birds that went through his stall for sale. 

From the story:
The salesman chuckled grimly. ‘Bring me the books, Bill,’ said he.
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Pictured are the ledger pages from the Breckinridge stall, tracking all 
geese sales.  Breckinridge uses the sheets to prove to Holmes the goose in 
question was city bought.

From the story:
‘Well, then, here on this page are the country folk, and the numbers 

after their names are where their accounts are in the big ledger. Now, 
then! You see this other page in red ink? Well, that is a list of my town 
suppliers.’
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Pictured is The Sporting Times, a weekly British newspaper devoted 
chiefly to sport, and in particular to horse racing. It was informally known 
as The Pink 'Un, as it was printed on salmon-coloured paper.

From the story:
‘When you see a man with whiskers of that cut and the Pink 'Un 

protruding out of his pocket, you can always draw him by a bet,’ said he.
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Pictured is a post card touting The Sporting Times, held by Sir Davy 
Stephens.  The Times was a weekly British newspaper devoted chiefly to 
sport, and in particular to horse racing. It was informally known as The 
Pink 'Un, as it was printed on salmon-coloured paper.

From the story:
‘When you see a man with whiskers of that cut and the Pink 'Un 

protruding out of his pocket, you can always draw him by a bet,’ said he.
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Pictured is the calling, or business, cards for Holmes and Watson, both 
listing their addresses at Baker Street.  Holmes is listed as a consulting 
detective, and Watson as a doctor.

From the story:
‘My name is Sherlock Holmes. It is my business to know what other 

people don't know.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Blue Carbuncle” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is a patent drawing from 1895 for a hat securer, similar to that 
used by Henry Baker. 

From the story:
Sherlock Holmes laughed. ‘Here is the foresight,’ said he, putting his 

finger upon the little disc and loop of the hat-securer.
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Pictured is a set of barber’s scissors used to trim Henry Baker’s hair, 
probably done on an infrequent basis, as funds were scarce.

From the story:
‘The further points, that he is middle-aged, that his hair is grizzled, that 

it has been recently cut, and that he uses lime-cream, are all to be 
gathered from a close examination of the lower part of the lining. The lens 
discloses a large number of hair-ends, clean cut by the scissors of the 
barber.’
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Pictured is Henry Baker’s black felt hat, spotted with several tallow 
stains, which Mr. Baker tried to conceal with black ink.

From the story:
It was a very ordinary black hat of the usual round shape, hard and 

much the worse for wear.
‘One tallow stain, or even two, might come by chance; but, when I see 

no less than five…’

27The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle



Pictured are plumbing tools which would have been used by John 
Horner, plumber, in his trade.

From the story:
John Horner, 26, plumber, was brought up upon the charge of having 

upon the 22nd inst., abstracted from the jewel-case of the Countess of 
Morcar the valuable gem known as the blue carbuncle.
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Pictured are the leaders to most of the newspapers of London at the 
time of the theft of the blue carbuncle. Holmes advertised Henry Baker’s 
hat and goose in each of these.

From the story:
‘Here you are, Peterson, run down to the advertising agency, and have 

this put in the evening papers.’
‘In which, sir?’
‘Oh, in the Globe, Star, Pall Mall, St. James's Gazette, Evening News, 

Standard, Echo, and any others that occur to you.’
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Pictured is a post card of the British Museum in London. The Alpha Inn, 
where the goose-club was conducted, was near the Museum.

From the story:
‘There are a few of us who frequent the Alpha Inn near the Museum — 

we are to be found in the Museum itself during the day, you understand.’
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Pictured is a post card of the Covent Garden Market, where 
Breckinridge’s stall was located. Breckinridge sold the goose to Windigate 
to offer in the goose-club at the Alpha Inn.

From the story:
We passed across Holborn, down Endell Street, and so through a zigzag 

of slums to Covent Garden Market. One of the largest stalls bore the name 
of Breckinridge upon it…

31The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle



Pictured is Holmes’ strongbox, in which he kept his most valuable items.  
Holmes had placed the blue carbuncle into the strongbox, until the gem 
could be returned to the Countess of Morcar.

From the story:
Holmes unlocked his strong-box, and held up the blue carbuncle, which 

shone out like a star, with a cold, brilliant, many-pointed radiance.
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Pictured is one of Holmes’ favorite pipes, the clay pipe, which he
often used during an adventure.

From the story: 
‘After all, Watson,’ said Holmes, reaching up his hand for his clay pipe, ‘I 

am not retained by the police to supply their deficiencies.’
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