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Welcome to topic # 055… Today and 
Miss Lyndsay and I will be looking at 

typewriters during our period.



The Sherlock Holmes’ stories hold two 
references to typewriters. In The Hound 
of the Baskervilles, Laura Lyons makes 
her living on a Remington typewriter.



A typewriter’s specific 
characteristics reveal who 

was sending letters to 
Mary Sutherland.



As these two stories illustrate, this 
particular invention created a whole new 
career and a new branch of forensics 

toward the end of the 1800s.



While machines to print letters had been 
developed throughout the 19th century, 

Christopher Latham Sholes was the first to 
construct a practical machine.



In 1873, he signed a contract 
with the Remington gunsmiths, 
and the first machines were 

sold in 1874.



These first machines 
typed only capital 

letters.



The model 2, introduced 
in 1878, included a shift 
key that allowed for both 
capital and small letters.



In addition to creating a 
new machine, a whole 

new profession was born: 
the female typist.



E. Remington and Sons specifically 
marketed their product to the 

daughters of middle-class 
businessmen…



…with keys designed for dainty 
fingers and promoted as 

requiring “no more skill than 
playing the piano.”



In short order, the 
typewriter was exported to 

England along with the female 
typist and office worker.



By 1911, more than 
125,000 women had gone 

to work in offices.



In addition to creating the profession 
of “typewriter,” the invention sparked 

other developments, such as the 
“touch system,”…



…creating a more efficient method over the two-
fingered “hunt and peck” approach to typing and 
courses offering to teach the method along with 

other office skills like stenography.



While status (middle-class or 
higher) was a requirement at 
the beginning for women to 

enter office work…



…qualifications of the “twin” 
skills of stenography and 

typewriting opened the door for 
more women into this field.



Five times as many men 
were counted at office 

workers in 1911, 
compared to 1896.



Female office workers, 
on the other hand, 

increased 500 times.



Some of this increase was 
purely economic. Females earned 

less than a third what young 
men were paid as clerks.



They were also dismissed once they 
married and had little opportunity for 

promotion if they remained single, 
keeping their wages lower than men.



The typewriter also 
corresponded to a rise in 
business documents at the 

turn of the century.



Not only did the typewriter create 
more uniformity and readability in 
documents, it also created the 

illusion of anonymity...



…not available with handwriting, 
illustrated by the typewritten 

notes Miss Sutherland received in 
“A Case of Identity.”



Interestingly, this story provides the 
earliest known reference to the 

peculiarities of an individual typewriter 
leading to the machine’s identity.



The story, written in 1891, predates the 
first known comment by a document 

examiner that appeared in 1894 and first 
legal case (Levy v. Rust) in 1893.



William Hagan noted that the more 
typewriters are used, the more 

distinct the alignment and specific 
idiosyncrasies of specific letters.



A typewriter mechanic pointed out the 
differences between receipts presented 
by the plaintiff and those prepared on 

the defendant’s typewriter…



…were too dissimilar 
to have been written 

on the same 
machine.



The judge found for 
the defendant without 

citing any previous 
cases.



Following this case, additional 
decisions recognized the use of 
typewriting identification as 

acceptable evidence.



While the typewriter has given over to the 
computer and printers, documents produced on 

these modern devices can still be traced back to 
the make and model, and even a unique machine.



As Holmes noted more than one 
hundred years ago, typewriters have 

left their mark—not only on the paper, 
but on business society as a whole.



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…

So we have completed 
topic # 055 in our 

series…
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