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Welcome to topic # 042… today 
we will be looking at the Port of 

Dundee in Scotland.”



The port of Dundee in Scotland is 
mentioned in twice in the 
Sherlock Holmes’ stories.”



In “The Five Orange Pips,” the 
postmark on a letter from the 
port of Dundee indicates the 
writer was on board a ship.



Holmes lures a harpooner (and murderer) who 
has sailed 26 voyages out of Dundee with a 

position on the crew for a fictitious exploration 
ship in “The Adventure of Black Peter.”



Various aspects in these stories 
represent actual characteristics of 
the seaport during the late 1800s 

when these two adventures occurred.



Dundee is a very old (dating 
back at least to the 1100s) 

seaport northeast of Edinburgh, 
Scotland on the Firth of Tay.



This estuary (firth) lies at the 
mouth of the river Tay and 
empties into the North Sea.



The town has reinvented itself three times in the 
past four centuries, having to rebuild following 

almost complete destruction by Cromwell’s forces 
during the Third English Civil War in 1651…



…the rise in demand for British-made linen, 
whale oil, and marmalade in the 1800s; and 
a growth in tourism beginning in the 1960s.



The rebirth of the 1800s was 
said to have been founded on 
“Jute, Jam and Journalism.”



In the 1700s, when an export tax was 
rescinded on linen, steam-power flax 
spinning mills were built to meet the 

increased demand for the cloth.



By 1835, 36 such mills operated in the city. 
When jute arrived from India about 1835, the 

city used this commodity to produce carpet 
backing and sacks, further expanding production.



Because whale oil was required in jute production 
and ships for transporting the goods, the rise in 
textile manufacturing spurred the increase in 

these industries as well.



At its height, 
Dundee produced 
200 ships a year.



Also in the 1700s, James Keiller & 
Son set up a jam factory and 
created the first commercially 

produced marmalade.



By the 1880s, the company’s jams 
were shipped all over the world. 

The jars still bear their origin city 
in their name and labels today.



The final “J” (journalism) traces its 
origins to William Thompson’s purchase of 

the Charles Alexander & Company, 
publishers of the local paper.



In 1884, David Coupar 
Thompson took over the 

management of the company 
and created DC Thompson…



…a major publishing house that 
currently controls a wide array 
of newspapers, comic books, TV 

stations, and Websites.



As shipbuilding and textile 
manufacturing declined, the city 

sought to redefine itself once again.



A new transportation route to the city (the Tay 
Road bridge) which opened in 1966, and a new 
attraction featuring the HMS Unicorn formed 

the basis for the city’s nascent tourism industry.



This frigate, launched in 1824, is the only 
complete sailing warship remaining, and is one 
of the few ships in the world that has had a 
permanent home port throughout its history.



Additional support for 
tourism appeared with the 

return of the RRS Discovery 
in the 1980s.



This ship, built in 1901, 
carried Robert Falcon 

Scott and Ernest 
Shackleton to Antarctic.



It was also the last traditional 
wooden three-masted ship built in 
Britain. Today, it is housed at 

Discovery Point in Dundee. 



Various tributes to several 
successful Antarctic expeditions 

appear throughout the city.



The significance of Dundee as a 
major port and a center for whaling 
would not have been lost on Holmes.



And the name of the Black 
Peter’s Sea Unicorn might just 
have had an inspiration from 
another Dundee resident.



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…

So we have completed 
topic # 042 in our 

series… 



Original Source Material for for this topic:

1) Doyle, Arthur Conan; Ryan, Robert. The Complete Sherlock Holmes
2) http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/dundee/dundee/index.html 
3) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundee
4) https://www.walmart.com/ip/James-Keiller-Son-Dundee-Ginger-Preserve
5) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DC_Thomson
6) http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/dundee/dundee/index.html
7) http://www.frigateunicorn.org/hms-unicorn-history
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