
Adventure II ς The Sign of Four
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛŀƴ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ A Study in 
Scarlet ς A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
hǾŜǊ мΣрлл ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ψ9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
ŦƻǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨcreatedΩ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ΨƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǳȄΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ά/ƻǊƻǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛƴ .ƻȄ {Ŏƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǳƭ Ŏƻ-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
5ƻōǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŀǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄŜǎ ƛǎ 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŘƻǎǎƛŜǊ ƻŦ The Sign of Four.  It includes 
Dr. Watson's 100 year-old scrapbook of case files, with newspaper 
clippings, telegrams, hand-written notes, and photographs bound into a 
book which is held together by a red ribbon.
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Pictured is the hypodermic syringe and Morocco case Holmes would use 
to self-administer a drug.  Watson admonishes Holmes for the use of drugs 
and their potential damages.

From the story:
Sherlock Holmes took his bottle from the corner of the mantel-piece, 

and his hypodermic syringe from its neat Morocco case.

The Sign of Four 3



tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛŎƘƛƴƻǇƻƭȅ ŎƛƎŀǊ ōƻȄΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƴ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ .ƛǊŘΩǎ 
Eye tobacco, as Holmes explains to Watson how determining the source of 
tobacco ash can be very important during an investigation.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀǎƘ ƻŦ 

a Trichinopoly and the white fluff of bird's-eye as there is between a 
ŎŀōōŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻǘŀǘƻΦΩ
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Pictured are the blank post cards and one-penny stamps Watson kept 
on his desk at Baker Street to correspond with friends, patients, and 
associates.

From the story:
ΨL ǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇŜƴ ŘŜǎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

a thick bundle of post-ŎŀǊŘǎΦΩ
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Pictured is the watch Watson handed to Holmes, asking him to make 
deductions based on the condition of the watch.  Watson was distressed 
ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ IƻƭƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
watch.

From the story:
ΨbƻǿΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

Would you have the kindness to let me have an opinion upon the 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻǊ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΚΩ
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƧŜǿŜƭŜǊΩǎ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ IƻƭƳŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
examining the pocket watch provided by Watson. Each eyepiece has a 
strong lens for closeup work.

From the story:
He balanced the watch in his hand, gazed hard at the dial, opened the 

back, and examined the works, first with his naked eyes and then with a 
powerful convex lens.
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Pictured is the calling or visiting card for Mary Morstan. Calling cards 
were used as a means of introduction when visiting someone for the first 
time to identify the caller. 

From the story:
I had opened my mouth to reply to this tirade, when, with a crisp knock, 

our landlady entered, bearing a card upon the brass salver.
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Pictured is the advertisement placed in The Times, placed by the 
{ƘƻƭǘƻΩǎΣ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ aŀǊȅ aƻǊǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
her father.

From the story:
ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇŀǊǘΦ !ōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ago - to be exact, upon the 4th of May, 1882 - an advertisement appeared 
in The Times asking for the address of Miss Mary Morstan, and stating that 
ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦΩ
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Pictured is the advertisement distributed by Mary Morstan seeking 
information concerning her father, who disappeared after returning to 
London. 

From the story:
Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ L ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦΩ
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Pictured is the bill of fare, or menu, from the Langham Hotel, one of the 
finer hotels in Victorian London. It is situated in the district of Marylebone 
on Langham Place and faces up Portland Place towards Regent's Park. 

From the story:
ΨIŜ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǎŀŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

directed me to come down at once, giving the Langham Hotel as his 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦΩ
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Pictured are the handwritten addresses from the packages of pearls 
sent to Mary Morstan.  Mary kept all the addresses. 

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

upon the pearl-ōƻȄ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΚΩ
ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΣΩ ǎƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ-a-dozen pieces of 

paper.
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Pictured is the letter summoning Mary Morstan to the 3rd pillar from 
the left at the Lyceum Theatre to learn more about her father.

From the story:
Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ 

ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦΩ
Be at the third pillar from the left outside the Lyceum Theatre to-night 

at seven o'clock. If you are distrustful bring two friends. You are a wronged 
woman, and shall have justice. Do not bring police. If you do, all will be in 
vain. Your unknown friend.
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅōƛƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƴǊȅ LǊǾƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άaǳŎƘ !Řƻ 
!ōƻǳǘ bƻǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ȅŎŜǳƳ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛƴ муунΦ

From the story:
Be at the third pillar from the left outside the Lyceum Theatre to-night 

at seven o'clock. If you are distrustful bring two friends.
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Pictured is the container, described as a flat box, Mary Morstan used to 
hold the pearls she had received by mail from an anonymous source for 
the past 6 years.

From the story:
She opened a flat box as she spoke and showed me six of the finest 

pearls that I had ever seen.
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Pictured is The Martyrdom of Man by William Reade, a secular, 
ϦǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭϦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ΨǿŀǊΩΣ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΩΣ 
ΨƭƛōŜǊǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘΦΩ  IƻƭƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΦ

From the story:
Ψ[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ - one of the most remarkable ever 

penned. It is Winwood Reade Martyrdom of ManΦΩ
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Pictured are bottles of chianti wine, as well as a bottle of Tokay, which 
was offered by Thaddeus Sholto to Mary, Watson, and Holmes when they 
arrived at his home.

From the story:
Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭΗΩ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΦ Ψaŀȅ L ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛŀƴǘƛΣ 

aƛǎǎ aƻǊǎǘŀƴΚ hǊ ƻŦ ¢ƻƪŀȅΚ L ƪŜŜǇ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƴŜǎΦ {Ƙŀƭƭ L ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŦƭŀǎƪΚΩ
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ¢ƘŀŘŘŜǳǎ {ƘƻƭǘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŜ 
claimed he was a patron of the arts, including works by Corot and 
Bouguereau.

From the story:
ΨL Ƴŀȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 

is a genuine Corot, and, though a connoisseur might perhaps throw a 
doubt upon that Salvator Rosa, there cannot be the least question about 
ǘƘŜ .ƻǳƎǳŜǊŜŀǳΦΩ
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Pictured is the bottle of quinine sulphate Major Sholto kept at his 
bedside. Quinine was a medication used to treat malaria and babesiosis.

From the story:
Ψ{ŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǇƭŜǘ ǘƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜŀǊƭǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛƴƛƴŜ-bottle? Even 

that I could not bear to part with, although I had got it out with the design 
ƻŦ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦΩ
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Pictured is the chaplet of pearls, which was part of the Agra Treasure.  
The Sholto brothers removed one pearl each year and mailed it to Mary 
Morstan after Major Sholto passed away.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŘŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

bear to share it with another. See that chaplet tipped with pearls beside 
the quinine-ōƻǘǘƭŜΚΩ
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Pictured is the note which was discovered next to the dead 
Bartholomew Sholto.

From the story:
Beside it was a torn sheet of note-paper with some words scrawled 

upon it.
Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΦ
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴ L ǊŜŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǊƻǊΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǳǊΦΩ
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The room in which Bartholomew Sholto was found dead was set up as a 
chemistry laboratory, including several carboys of liquid in the corner. 

From the story:
ΨbǳƳōŜǊ hƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜƻǎƻǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

see the outline of the edge of his small foot here at the side of this evil-
smelling mess. The carboy has been cracked, you see, and the stuff has 
ƭŜŀƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΦΩ
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Holmes dispatched Watson to obtain Toby, a dog with a great scent of 
smell from Mr. Sherman. Though not technically considered sunglasses, it 
was thought blue or green lenses within glasses would correct vision 
impairments and alleviate discomfort caused by glare.

From the story:
Mr. Sherman was a lanky, lean old man, with stooping shoulders, a 

stringy neck, and blue-tinted glasses.
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Pictured are images of Charles Blondin, a French tight-rope artist who 
crossed Niagara Falls.  

From the story:
Ψbƻǿ Ǌǳƴ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ .ƭƻƴŘƛƴΦΩ
By the time that I got out into the grounds Sherlock Holmes was on the 

roof, and I could see him like an enormous glow-worm crawling very 
slowly along the ridge.
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Pictured is the handkerchief Holmes uses to get a sample of the 
ŎǊŜƻǎƻǘŜ ǎǇƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ {ƘƻƭǘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
allow Toby to get a scent of the creosote.

From the story:
ΨL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ŘƛǇ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘƪŜǊŎƘƛŜŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǊŜƻǎƻǘŜΦΩ 
He pushed the creosote handkerchief under the dog's nose.
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Pictured is the map drawn by Jonathan Small to determine where the 
Treasure of Agra had been hidden until the thieves could safely retrieve it.  
Each of the 4 signed the document.

From the story:
Ψ! ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘƳŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ {ƳŀƭƭΦ IŜ 

had signed it in behalf of himself and his associates - the sign of the four, 
ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘΦΩ
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Pictured is the telegram Sherlock Holmes dispatched to Wiggins, head 
of the Baker Street Irregulars, asking them to gather to assist him in the 
investigation.

From the story:
Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀƛƭΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 

other resources; but I shall try them first. That wire was to my dirty little 
lieutenant, Wiggins, and I expect that he and his gang will be with us 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦΩ
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