
Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.

Adventure I -- A Study in Scarlet

1



Pictured is Simon Goodenough’s dossier of A Study in Scarlet.  It 
includes Dr. Watson's 100-year-old scrapbook of case files, with 
newspaper clippings, telegrams, hand-written notes, and photographs 
bound into a book which is held together by a red ribbon.

This compendium of items from the story inspired Paul Churchill  to 
create the first of 60 Evidence Boxes.
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Pictured is the crest for the University of London.  Dr. Watson attended 
the University before joining the Army.

From the Story:
In the year 1878 I took my degree of Doctor of Medicine of the 

University of London and proceeded to Netley to go through the course 
prescribed for surgeons in the army.
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Pictured is a post card of the U.S. MMSS New York as it passes Netley 
Hospital, and a post card of the hospital itself.  Dr. Watson was trained as 
an Army Surgeon at Netley Hospital.

From the Story:
In the year 1878 I took my degree of Doctor of Medicine of the 

University of London and proceeded to Netley to go through the course 
prescribed for surgeons in the army.
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Pictured is John H. Watson’s Commission as an Officer in the Medical 
Department of the British Army with the Rank of Surgeon’  The 
Commission was issued on March 6th, 1880 and recorded in the Court of 
St. James on August 10th, 1880.
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Pictured is a cigarette card. Issued by John Player and Sons, to 
commemorate the 5th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers,  depicting the 
unit’s battle flag, cap device, and motto. Watson was originally attached to 
the Northumberland Fusiliers.

From the Story:
Having completed my studies there, I was duly attached to the Fifth 

Northumberland Fusiliers as Assistant Surgeon.



Pictured is the badge for the 5th Northumberland Fusiliers, the 
regiment which Watson was originally attached. In 1836, it was designated 
a Fusilier unit and became the 5th (Northumberland Fusiliers) Regiment of 
Foot.

From the Story:
Having completed my studies there, I was duly attached to the Fifth 

Northumberland Fusiliers as Assistant Surgeon.
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Pictured is the ribbon issued to denote service in the 2nd Afghan War.



Pictured is the crest and signet ring for the 66th (Berkshire) Regiment of 
Foot of the British Army,  raised in 1756. The regiment was deployed to 
Afghanistan in early 1880 and took part in the Battle of Maiwand in July 
1880 where the British forces were routed and most of the regiment was 
caught up in the rout.

From the Story:
I was removed from my brigade and attached to the Berkshires, with 

whom I served at the fatal battle of Maiwand.’
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Pictured is a map depicting the battle of Maiwand, which occurred on 
July 27, 1880, in which John Watson was involved as a member of the 66th 
(Berkshire) Regiment of Foot of the British Army.

From the Story:
I was removed from my brigade and attached to the Berkshires, with 

whom I served at the fatal battle of Maiwand.
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Pictured is Army Form TS-221, the Chaplain’s Report on Watson’s 
demeanor during his time in military service.
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Pictured is a medal presented to W.E. Walker, recipient of the Egyptian 
Campaign Medal.  Walker also served on the H.M.S. Orontes, the ship 
which brought Watson back to England after recovering from his injuries 
at the Battle of Maiwand.

From the Story:
I was dispatched, accordingly, in the troopship Orontes, and landed a 

month later on Portsmouth jetty, with my health irretrievably ruined, but 
with permission from a paternal government to spend the next nine 
months in attempting to improve it.
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From the Story:
Sherlock Holmes seemed delighted at the idea of sharing his rooms with 

me. ‘I have my eye on a suite in Baker Street,’ he said, 'which would suit us 
down to the ground. You don't mind the smell of strong tobacco, I hope?’

‘I always smoke ship's myself,’ I answered.



Pictured are cheques issued by Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson to 
cover their share of the rent at 221b Baker Street.  The cheques are issued 
to Mrs. Hudson, their landlady. 

From the Story:
So desirable in every way were the apartments, and so moderate did 

the terms seem when divided between us, that the bargain was concluded 
upon the spot, and we at once entered into possession.
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Pictured is a work from Emile Gaboriau. Watson asks Holmes what he 
thinks of one of Gaboriau’s characters.

From the Story:
‘Have you read Gaboriau's works?’ I asked. ‘Does Lecoq come up to your 

idea of a detective?’
Sherlock Holmes sniffed sardonically. ‘Lecoq was a miserable bungler,’ 

he said, in an angry voice.
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Pictured is the note brought to Sherlock Holmes by a commissionaire, 
requesting his assistance with the murder at Lauriston Gardens. The 
request came from Inspector Gregson.

From the Story:
‘I said just now that there were no criminals. It appears that I am wrong 

- look at this!’ He threw me over the note which the commissionaire had 
brought.
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Pictured is the postal cancel stamp used on the telegram sent to 
Sherlock Holmes by Inspector Gregson, requesting Holmes visit the crime 
scene at 3, Lauriston Gardens, off the Brixton Road.

From the Story:
He threw me over the note which the commissionaire had brought.

BRIXTON ROAD

4   Mar

1881

13:30



Pictured is the drawing of the room at Lauriston Gardens where 
Stangerson was murdered.

From the Story:
It was a large square room, looking all the larger from the absence of all 

furniture. A vulgar flaring paper adorned the walls, but it was blotched in 
places with mildew, and here and there great strips had become detached 
and hung down, exposing the yellow plaster beneath. Opposite the door 
was a showy fireplace, surmounted by a mantel-piece of imitation white 
marble. On one corner of this was stuck the stump of a red wax candle.
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Pictured is Lucy’s wedding ring, which was discovered next to Drebber’s 
body.  Miss Sawyer claimed the ring later at 221b as being her daughter’s 
ring, which had been lost. 

From the Story:
As they raised him, a ring tinkled down and rolled across the floor. 

Lestrade grabbed it up and stared at it with mystified eyes.
‘There's been a woman here,’ he cried. ‘It's a woman's wedding-ring.’



A Study in Scarlet 20

Pictured is the lapel pin of a dog’s head, with gems for eyes, found on 
Enoch Drebber’s coat in the house off Brixton Road. 

From the Story:
Gold pin - bull-dog's head, with rubies as eyes.
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Pictured of pocket watch and chain found in Drebber’s pocket. These 
watches were produced from 1727-1880 by a family of watch and clock 
makers descended from Philip Barraud who emigrated to Greenwich in 
about 1680. 

From the Story:
‘We have it all here,’ said Gregson, pointing to a litter of objects upon 

one of the bottom steps of the stairs. ‘A gold watch, No. 97163, by 
Barraud, of London. Gold Albert chain, very heavy and solid.’
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Pictured is the calling card for the suspected murder victim at Lauriston 
Gardens. 

From the Story:
‘Russian leather card-case with cards of Enoch J. Drebber of Cleveland, 

corresponding with the E. J. D. upon the linen.’
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Pictured is a letter to Jospeh Stangerson, announcing the departure of 
the ship Abysssinia from Liverpool.

From the Story:
‘Two letters – one addressed to E.J. Drebber and one to Joseph 

Stangerson.’
‘At what address?’
‘American Exchange, Strand – to be left till called for. They are both from 

the Guion Steamship Company, and refer to the sailing of their boats from 
Liverpool.’
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Pictured is the passport for Enoch Drebber, issued from Narvoo, Illinois 
in March 1880.

From the Story:
‘It is clear that this unfortunate man was about to return to New York.’
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Pictured is a luggage tag, presumably to be used by Enoch Drebber for 
his return to America.

From the Story:
‘It is clear that this unfortunate man was about to return to New York.’
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Pictured are examples of the type of money found on the murdered 
victim at Lauriston Gardens.

From the Story:
‘No purse, but loose money to the extent of seven pounds thirteen.’
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Pictured is handkerchief found on the murdered victim at Lauriston 
Gardens. 

From the Story:
‘Russian leather card-case with cards of Enoch J. Drebber of Cleveland, 

corresponding with the E. J. D. upon the linen.’



A Study in Scarlet 28

Pictured is the book, Decameron, by Giovanni Boccaccio, which was 
located by the body of the murdered victim in Lauriston Gardens.

From the Story:
‘Pocket edition of Boccaccio's Decameron, with name of Joseph 

Stangerson upon the fly-leaf.’
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Pictured is the candle Hope brought with him to Lauriston Gardens 
when he had his last confrontation with Enoch Drebber. 

From the Story:
On one corner of this was stuck the stump of a red wax candle.
‘See that candle on the mantelpiece. It was lit at the time, and if it was 

lit this corner would be the brightest instead of the darkest portion of the 
wall.’
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Pictured is Sherlock Holmes’ pocket tape measure, which measures 
length, in this case, the stride of the murderer at Lauriston Gardens.  The 
spring-loaded tape measure was patented in 1861.

From the Story:
As he spoke, he whipped a tape measure and a large round magnifying 

glass from his pocket.
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Pictured is one of the icon items used by Sherlock Holmes during his 
investigations, finding small bits of evidence too small for the naked eye. 
The glass is a convex lens that is used to produce a magnified image of an 
object.

From the Story:
As he spoke, he whipped a tape measure and a large round magnifying 

glass from his pocket.



Sherlock Holmes routinely carried envelopes with him during an 
investigation to collect evidence for further analysis.

From the Story:
In one place he gathered up very carefully a little pile of grey dust from 

the floor, and packed it away in an envelope.
‘He was more than six feet high, was in the prime of life, had small feet 

for his height, wore coarse, square-toed boots and smoked a Trichinopoly 
cigar.’
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During the course of the investigation, Holmes took time out to go to a 
violin performance.  Pictured is the program from that concert. 

From the Story:
‘We have a good working basis, however, on which to start. We must 

hurry up, for I want to go to Halle's concert to hear Norman-Neruda this 
afternoon.’
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St. James Hall

PRESENTS

A Charles Halle’ Concert

FEATURING

Wilhelmine

Norman

Neruda

Friday, March 4, 1881

3:00 P.M.
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Pictured is the half sovereign used by Holmes to persuade Constable 
Rance to talk to him about his time at Lauriston Gardens. The half 
sovereign were introduced in 1544 and discontinued after 1604. In 1817, 
half sovereigns were reintroduced.

From the Story:
Holmes took a half-sovereign from his pocket and played with it 

pensively. ‘We thought that we should like to hear it all from your own 
lips,’ he said.
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Pictured is a tourist card for the White Hart Hotel, Windsor, as well as a 
pair of swizzle sticks from the Hotel.  Constable Rance had responded to a 
fight at the hotel the night Drebber was murdered.

From the Story:
‘At eleven there was a fight at the White Hart; but bar that all was quiet 

enough on the beat.’



Pictured is the calling, or visiting, card for Sherlock Holmes.  Calling 
cards were used as a means of introduction when visiting someone for the 
first time to identify the caller. 

From the Story:
Holmes laughed and threw his card across the table to the constable.

A Study in Scarlet 36



A Study in Scarlet 37

Pictured is the advertisement run by Sherlock Holmes to attempt to 
bring out the owner of the wedding ring found at the murder scene at 
Lauriston Gardens. 

From the Story:
‘Look at this advertisement,’ he answered. ‘I had one sent to every 

paper this morning immediately after the affair.’



Pictured here is De Jure Inter Gentes (Of the Law Between Peoples). 
Holmes referred it to Watson while waiting for a visitor at 221b to reclaim 
the lost wedding ring.

From the Story:
‘This is a queer old book I picked up at a stall yesterday - De Jure inter 

Gentes - published in Latin at Liège in the Lowlands, in 1642. On the 
flyleaf, in very faded ink, is written "Ex libris Gulielmi Whyte.’   
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Pictured is an excerpt from Pandectarum seu Digestorum Juris Civilis,  
published in 1539. The text is an early Parisian printing of the complex 
code of current and ancient law, with extensive commentary and 
interpretation, published in 2 column Latin text. It includes an earlier 
reference to De Jure Inter Gentes, picked up by Holmes in a book stall.

From the Story:
‘This is a queer old book I picked up at a stall yesterday - De Jure inter 

Gentes - published in Latin at Liège in the Lowlands, in 1642.’
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Pictured is a button from the Union Shipping Company.  The old woman 
who claimed the missing wedding ring at 221b claimed her son-in-law was 
a steward from the company.

From the Story:
‘It belongs to my girl Sally, as was married only this time twelve-month, 

which her husband is steward aboard a Union boat.’
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Pictured is the book Watson scanned until midnight when Holmes 
returned to 221B.

From the Story:
It was close upon nine when he set out. I had no idea how long he 

might be, but I sat stolidly puffing at my pipe and skipping over the pages 
of Henri Murger's Vie de Bohême.
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Pictured is article carried in one of the London newspapers concerning 
the murder at Lauriston Gardens of Enoch Drebber.

From the Story:
The Standard commented upon the fact that lawless outrages of the 

sort usually occurred under a Liberal Administration.



Pictured is an original photograph of The Baker Street Irregulars in their 
Sunday best.  Sherlock Holmes considered the youngsters his unofficial 
police force. Holmes often used them as his eyes and ears during an 
investigation.

From the Story:
'It's the Baker Street division of the detective police force, said my 

companion gravely, and as he spoke there rushed into the room half a 
dozen of the dirtiest and most ragged street Arabs that ever I clapped eyes 
on.’
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Pictured is a postcard from Denmark, possibly mailed by either 
Stangerson or Drebber back to the United States.

From the Story:
‘I noticed a 'Copenhagen' label upon each of their trunks, showing that 

that had been their last stopping place.’
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Pictured is the containers in which Jefferson Hope kept the poison pills 
he administered to Drebber and attempted to administer to Stangerson.  
Hope’s initials are on the outside of the container.  The pills were kept the 
two boxes.

From the Story:
‘There was a glass of water on the table, and on the window-sill a small 

chip ointment box containing a couple of pills.’
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Pictured is the pipe used by Joseph Stangerson before he met his 
demise.

From the Story:
‘Nothing of any importance The man's novel, with which he had read 

himself to sleep, was lying upon the bed, and his pipe was on a chair 
beside him.’
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Pictured is a book, such as was found in Stangerson’s room at Madame 
Charpentier’s boarding house, near his body. Yellow back adventure novels 
were popular in London at this time.

From the Story:
‘Nothing of any importance The man's novel, with which he had read 

himself to sleep, was lying upon the bed.’
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Pictured is the telegram found in Joseph Stangerson’s pocket after he 
was killed within his rooms in London. 

From the Story:
‘There were no papers or memoranda in the murdered man's pocket, 

except a single telegram, dated from Cleveland about a month ago, and 
containing the words, ‘J. H. is in Europe.’ There was no name appended to 
this message.’
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Pictured is the knife used by Jefferson Hope to kill Joseph Stangerson, 
after Stangerson refused the game of chance with the poisoned pills. 

From the Story:
‘He must have stayed in the room some little time after the murder, for 

we found blood-stained water in the basin, where he had washed his 
hands, and marks on the sheets where he had deliberately wiped his 
knife.’
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Pictured is an early edition of Times and Seasons newsletter, disbound, 
City of Nauvoo, Ill., March 1, 1844, an early Mormon publication.

From the Story:
The name of Nauvoo evidently recalled recollections to John Ferrier. ‘I 

see,’ he said, ‘you are the Mormons!’
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Pictured is a map of the Utah Territory of 1880, the final destination of 
the Mormon travelers which John and Lucy Ferrier were rescued by.

From the Story:
There was not one who did not sink upon his knees in heartfelt prayer 

when they saw the broad valley of Utah bathed in the sunlight beneath 
them.
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Pictured here is an undated, Mormonism Exposed. Within the booklet 
are extensive passages nearly identical to the Canon.

From the Story:
Whatever he might think of the Mormon doctrines, upon that one point 

he was inflexible.



Pictured is a picture post card of Brigham Young, the leader of the 
Mormons, who led their relocation to Utah. Young founded Salt Lake City 
and was the first Governor of the Utah Territory. 

From the Story: 
His heart leapt to his mouth, for this was none other than the great 

Brigham Young himself. Full of trepidation - for he knew that such a visit 
boded him little good - Ferrier ran to the door to greet the Mormon chief.
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Pictured are London/Paris guidebooks that could have been used by 
Drebber/ Stangerson and/or Hope during their travels before their final 
confrontations in London.

From the Story:
‘When he reached St Petersburg, they had departed for Paris; and when 

he followed them there, he learned that they had just set off for 
Copenhagen. At the Danish capital he was again a few days late, for they 
had journeyed on to London, where he at last succeeded in running them 
to earth.’
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Pictured is a letter of credit for Joseph Stangerson in the amount of 250 
pounds from Thomas A. Cook Co.  It is assumed Stangerson and Drebber 
would have needed the additional funds for their extended stay in London.

From the Story:
‘Go where they would about London, I was always at their heels.’
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Pictured is a postcard from St. Petersburg, Russia, denoting Jefferson 
Hope as the cabman of the carriage.

From the Story:
‘You dog!’ I said; ‘I have hunted you from Salt Lake City to St Petersburg, 

and you have always escaped me.
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Pictured are the darbies, or handcuffs, used by Inspector Lestrade to 
restrain Jefferson Hope when he was arrested.  Holmes lent the darbies to 
Lestrade.

From the Story:
’I went round suspecting no harm, and the next thing I knew, this young 

man here had the bracelets on my wrists, and as neatly shackled as ever I 
saw in my life.’
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Pictured is autograph sent by Sherlock Holmes to Cleveland inquiring 
after Enoch Drebber.

From the Story:
‘I telegraphed to the head of the police at Cleveland, limiting my inquiry 

to the circumstances connected with the marriage of Enoch Drebber.’
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Pictured is the telegram response to Holmes’ inquiry concerning Enoch 
Drebber to the Chief of Police in Cleveland, Ohio.

From the Story:
‘I telegraphed to the head of the police at Cleveland… The answer was 

conclusive. It told me that Drebber had already applied for the protection 
of the law against an old rival in love, named Jefferson Hope, and that this 
same Hope was at present in Europe.’
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Pictured is the title page of Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of 
Latter Day Saints, 1835. This is a book that would have been familiar to 
both Drebber and Stangerson, both Mormons.

From the Story:
It seems that both the victims belonged, in their younger days, to the 

Latter Day Saints, and Hope, the deceased prisoner, hails also from Salt 
Lake City.



Additional items of interest 
in A Study in Scarlet not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is the Jezail rifle used to shoot John Watson during the Battle 
of Maiwand.

From the Story:
There I was struck on the shoulder by a Jezail bullet, which shattered 

the bone and grazed the subclavian artery.
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Pictured is the front of the Criterion Restaurant in 1873.  Plaques 
commemorating the meeting between Stamford and Watson on January 
1, 1881. have been placed on the spot.

From the Story:
On the very day that I had come to this conclusion, I was standing at the 

Criterion Bar, when someone tapped me on the shoulder, and turning 
round I recognized young Stamford, who had been a dresser under me at 
Barts.
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Pictured is the King Henry VIII Gate at Bart’s Hospital. Within the 
chemistry lab is where Watson first meets Sherlock Holmes, who is in the 
middle of a chemical experiment. A plaque at the hospital commemorates 
the meeting.

From the Story:
…turning round I recognized young Stamford, who had been a dresser 

under me at Barts. 
‘A fellow who is working at the chemical laboratory up at the hospital.’
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Pictured is the chemistry laboratory at Barts Hospital, where Dr. Watson 
and Sherlock Holmes first meet, with introductions by Stamford.

From the Story:
This was a lofty chamber, lined and littered with countless bottles. 

Broad, low tables were scattered about, which bristled with retorts, test-
tubes, and little Bunsen lamps with their blue flickering flames.
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Pictured is the container of Schippers Tabak, a pipe tobacco favored by 
Watson.

From the Story:
Sherlock Holmes seemed delighted at the idea of sharing his rooms with 

me. “I have my eye on a suite in Baker Street,” he said, “which would suit 
us down to the ground. You don’t mind the smell of strong tobacco, I 
hope?”

“I always smoke ‘ship’s’ myself,” I answered.
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Pictured is the list Watson developed of Holmes’ limits in various 
matters.  The list was subsequently thrown into the fireplace.

From the Story:
I enumerated in my own mind all the various points upon which he had 

shown me that he was exceptionally well-informed. I even took a pencil 
and jotted them down.

SHERLOCK HOLMES - his limits 

Knowledge of Literature. - Nil. 

Knowledge of Philosophy. - Nil. 

Knowledge of Astronomy. - Nil. 

Knowledge of Politics. - Feeble. 

Knowledge of Botany. - Variable. Well up in belladonna, 

opium, and poisons generally. Knows nothing of practical 

gardening. 

Knowledge of Geology: Practical, but limited. Tells at a 

glance different soils from each other. After walks has shown 

me splashes upon his trousers, and told me by their colour 

and consistence in what part of London he had received 

them. 

Knowledge of Chemistry. - Profound. 

Knowledge of Anatomy. - Accurate, but unsystematic. 

Knowledge of Sensational Literature. - Immense. He appears 

to know every detail of every horror perpetrated in the 

century. 

Plays the violin well. 

Is an expert singlestick player, boxer, and swordsman. 

Has a good practical knowledge of British law. 
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Pictured is the first page of the manuscript to “The Murders in the Rue 
Morgue” by Edgar Allan Poe, in which Inspector Dupin is introduced.

From the Story:
‘You remind me of Edgar Allan Poe's Dupin. I had no idea that such 

individuals did exist outside of stories.’
‘No doubt you think that you are complimenting me in comparing me to 

Dupin,’ he observed. ‘Now, in my opinion, Dupin was a very inferior fellow.’
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Pictured is the badge for the Royal Marine Light Infantry, which the 
commissionaire had retired out of.  Holmes was able to deduce the 
commissionaire’s affiliation from afar.

From the Story:
‘And you were?’ I asked, with a slightly malicious glance at my 

companion.
'A sergeant, sir, Royal Marine Light Infantry, sir. No answer? Right, sir.’
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Pictured is a portion of a map depicting Brixton Road where 3 Lauriston 
Gardens was located.

From the Story:
My dear Mr Sherlock Holmes, There has been a bad business during the 

night at 3, Lauriston Gardens, off the Brixton Road.
Number 3, Lauriston Gardens, wore an ill-omened and minatory look.
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Pictured is the portmanteau, a large trunk or suitcase, typically made of 
stiff leather and opening into two equal parts. Holmes uses this as a trap 
to catch Jefferson Hope.

From the Story:
There was a small portmanteau in the room, and this he pulled out and 

began to strap. He was busily engaged at it when the cabman entered the 
room.

‘Just give me a help with this buckle, cabman,’ he said, kneeling over his 
task, and never turning his head.
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